Texas Rule of Evidence 902: Self-authentication
Extrinsic evidence of authenticity as a condition precedent to admissibility is not
required with respect to the following:
(1) Domestic Public Documents Under Seal. A document bearing a seal
purporting to be that of the United States, or of any State, district,
Commonwealth, territory, or insular possession thereof, or the Panama Canal
Zone, or the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or of a political subdivision,
department, officer, or agency thereof, and a signature purporting to be an
attestation or execution.
(2) Domestic Public Documents Not Under Seal. A document purporting to
bear the signature in the official capacity of an officer or employee of any entity
included in paragraph (1) hereof, having no seal, if a public officer having a seal
and having official duties in the district or political subdivision of the officer or
employee certifies under seal that the signer has the official capacity and that the
signature is genuine.
(3) Foreign Public Documents. A document purporting to be executed or
attested in an official capacity by a person, authorized by the laws of a foreign
country to make the execution or attestation, and accompanied by a final
certification as to the genuineness of the signature and official position (A) of the
executing or attesting person, or (B) of any foreign official whose certificate of
genuineness of signature and official position relates to the execution or
attestation or is in a chain of certificates of genuineness of signature and official
position relating to the execution or attestation. A final certification may be made
by a secretary of embassy or legation, consul general, consul, vice consul, or
consular agent of the United States, or a diplomatic or consular official of the
foreign country assigned or accredited to the United States. If reasonable
opportunity has been given to all parties to investigate the authenticity and
accuracy of official documents, the court may, for good cause shown, order that
they be treated as presumptively authentic without final certification or permit
them to be evidenced by an attested summary with or without final certification.
The final certification shall be dispensed with whenever both the United States
and the foreign country in which the official record is located are parties to a
treaty or convention that abolishes or displaces such requirement, in which case
the record and the attestation shall be certified by the means provided in the
treaty or convention.
(4) Certified Copies of Public Records. A copy of an official record or report or
entry therein, or of a document authorized by law to be recorded or filed and
actually recorded or filed in a public office, including data compilations in any
form certified as correct by the custodian or other person authorized to make the
certification, by certificate complying with paragraph (1), (2) or (3) of this rule or

complying with any statute or other rule prescribed pursuant to statutory
authority.
(5) Official Publications. Books, pamphlets, or other publications purporting to
be issued by public authority.
(6) Newspapers and Periodicals. Printed materials purporting to be
newspapers or periodicals.
(7) Trade Inscriptions and the Like. Inscriptions, signs, tags, or labels
purporting to have been affixed in the course of business and indicating
ownership, control, or origin.
(8) Acknowledged Documents. Documents accompanied by a certificate of
acknowledgment executed in the manner provided by law by a notary public or
other officer authorized by law to take acknowledgments.
(9) Commercial Paper and Related Documents. Commercial paper, signatures
thereon, and documents relating thereto to the extent provided by general
commercial law.
(10) Business Records Accompanied by Affidavit.
(a) Records or photocopies; admissibility; affidavit; filing. Any record or set
of records or photographically reproduced copies of such records, which
would be admissible under Rule 803(6) or (7) shall be admissible in
evidence in any court in this state upon the affidavit of the person who
would otherwise provide the prerequisites of Rule 803(6) or (7), that such
records attached to such affidavit were in fact so kept as required by Rule
803(6) or (7), provided further, that such record or records along with such
affidavit are filed with the clerk of the court for inclusion with the papers in
the cause in which the record or records are sought to be used as
evidence at least fourteen days prior to the day upon which trial of said
cause commences, and provided the other parties to said cause are given
prompt notice by the party filing same of the filing of such record or
records and affidavit, which notice shall identify the name and employer, if
any, of the person making the affidavit and such records shall be made
available to the counsel for other parties to the action or litigation for
inspection and copying. The expense for copying shall be borne by the
party, parties or persons who desire copies and not by the party or parties
who file the records and serve notice of said filing, in compliance with this
rule. Notice shall be deemed to have been promptly given if it is served in
the manner contemplated by Rule of Civil Procedure 21a fourteen days
prior to commencement of trial in said cause.

(b) Form of affidavit. A form for the affidavit of such person as shall make
such affidavit as is permitted in paragraph (a) above shall be sufficient if it
follows this form though this form shall not be exclusive, and an affidavit
which substantially complies with the provisions of this rule shall suffice,
to-wit:
No ______________
John Doe (Name of
Plaintiff)
v.
John Roe (Name of
Defendant)

§

IN THE ____________

§
§

COURT IN AND FOR
_________
COUNTY
TEXAS

AFFIDAVIT
Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared _________, who,
being by me duly sworn, deposed as follows:
My name is _________, I am of sound mind, capable of making this affidavit, and
personally acquainted with the facts herein stated:
I am the custodian of the records of _________. Attached hereto are _____
pages of records from ______. These said ____ pages of records are kept by
________ in the regular course of business, and it was the regular course of
business of __________ for an employee or representative of ________, with
knowledge of the act, event, condition, opinion, or diagnosis, recorded to make
the record or to transmit information thereof to be included in such record; and
the record was made at or near the time or reasonably soon thereafter. The
records attached hereto are the original or exact duplicates of the original.
______________________________________
Affiant
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me on the _________ day of
_________, 19 ____.
______________________________________
Notary Public, State of Texas
Notary's printed name:
______________________________________

My

commission

expires:

_______________

(11) Presumptions Under Statutes or Other Rules. Any signature, document,
or other matter declared by statute or by other rules prescribed pursuant to
statutory authority to be presumptively or prima facie genuine or authentic.

