
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Arthur Watts public international law  
seminar series sponsored by Volterra Fietta 
 

International Law in Domestic Courts:  
A Global Perspective  
 
The conditions of globalisation have sparked considerable speculation about the 
internationalisation of domestic law, often with particular reference to domestic 
public law. One significant effect is that the rate of recourse to public international 
law by domestic courts is increasing around the world and is likely to continue to 
do so. It thus deserves attention by both domestic and international lawyers and 
would benefit from mutual understanding. From a global perspective, however,  
the development is distinctly patchy. The panel will substantiate this claim, examine 
how and why it is so and reflect on the drivers of continuing change. In doing so,  
it will contrast the position in Australia, the USA and the UK with that in selected 
countries elsewhere.  
 
The seminar will consider public international law as a principle of statutory 
construction in domestic courts in the USA, UK and Australia, by examining 
limitations on the authority of States to exercise jurisdiction in circumstances 
affecting the interests of other States. Reference will be made to US cases such as 
Hoffman-La Roche v. Empagram, 542 U.S. 155 (2004) and Kiobel v. Royal Dutch 
Petroleum Co., 133 S.Ct 1659 (2013) and to cases on State immunity in the UK 
and Hong Kong courts. 
 
Speakers 

• Professor Cheryl Saunders, Melbourne Law School 

• Donna Chapin, Office of Foreign Litigation for the United States 

Department of Justice 

• Professor Dan Sarooshi, University of Oxford and Essex Court Chambers, 

London 

Chair 
• Robert Volterra, Volterra Fietta and University College London 

Pricing and Registration 
Members:   Non-members: 
Individual   £40 Individuals   £70    
Full-time Academic  £25  Full-time Academic £45 
Full-time Student  £15 Full-time Student  £25 

N.B. The Academic rate also applies to staff of government and non-profit organisations. 
 

Find out more and book online at  
www.biicl.org/events  

 FOLLOW US 

   
#PILinDomesticCourts 

Thurs 24 Sep 2015 
17:30-19:30 
(registration from 
16:45) 
Followed by reception 
 
British Institute  
of International and 
Comparative Law,  
Charles Clore House,  
17 Russell Square,  
London WC1B 5JP 
 
2 CPD hours 
 
Sponsored by 
 
 
 
. 

Event Cancellation Policy 
Before registering for this event please 
read our Event Cancellation Policy: 
www.biicl.org/cancellationpolicy 
 

FREE NGO PLACES 
 
A limited number of places for this 
event are available for staff  
of NGOs to attend free of charge 
as part of an initiative by the 
Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law 
to provide NGOs with access to 
legal education and training events.  
 
Please email our Events Team at 
eventsregistration@biicl.org  with 
your contact details, your position 
and the NGO that you work for.  
We will organise your attendance, 
subject to availability. 
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