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IMPORTANT NOTES 

This document forms part of the “Compilation of Constitutional and Legislative 
Provisions on Treaty Practice of Selected States and International 
Organisations” (Compilation of Provisions on Treaty Practice) which has 
been published as an online resource by the British Institute of International and 
Comparative Law (the Institute) and the Centre for International Law, National 
University of Singapore (CIL). The full Compilation is available at www.biicl.org 
and www.cil.nus.edu.sg 

Copyright in the referenced texts is vested as indicated on the original source. 
Copyright in the selection itself and the added material belongs to the Institute 
and CIL. Neither the whole Compilation nor any part of it may be reproduced 
without the express permission of the Institute and CIL. 

The Institute and CIL are grateful to those who have assisted in the identification, 
collection and translation of documents. Where appropriate, their names are 
acknowledged in footnotes to the relevant section. Responsibility for any errors 
or omissions in the choice of materials or any inaccuracies in the reproduction or 
translation of texts in this document rests with the Institute and CIL. 

Links to texts on websites of third parties were checked for accuracy prior to 
publication of the Compilation. No responsibility can be taken for subsequent 
changes or faults on such websites. The name of each website is given to enable 
the reader to search it for the reference in the event of a link being broken.  

Some constitutional and legislative provisions contained in the Compilation of 
Provisions on Treaty Practice were not adopted in the English language. Where an 
English translation has been published by a legislative, judicial or governmental 
body in the State concerned, that translation is provided here. In cases where no 
such English translation is available, the Institute and CIL have endeavoured to 
produce a translation of the document after consulting lawyers from the relevant 
country.  

Please note that the Institute and CIL cannot guarantee that provisions set out in 
this Compilation accurately reproduce an officially adopted text; or that this 
Compilation is comprehensive, complete or up to date. The reader is advised in all 
cases to consult the official source of the full text as originally adopted in its 
official language or languages.  

http://www.biicl.org/treatypractice/compilation/�
http://cil.nus.edu.sg/research-projects/treaty-law/�
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Feedback request: The two institutes will review, update and add to the 
Compilation from time to time. If you notice any errors, omissions, broken links or 
out of date material, or if you have any suggestions regarding the further 
development of this resource, please contact: Jill Barrett at the Institute 
(j.barrett@biicl.org) or Ranyta Yusran at CIL (cilry@nus.edu.sg). 

This document was last amended in December 2012. 

mailto:j.barrett@biicl.org�
mailto:cilry@nus.edu.sg�
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1. Statute of the Council of Europe 1949  

(as amended, most recently in 2007) 

[Extracts from relevant provisions] 

Article 1: 

a. The aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between its 
members for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals and 
principles which are their common heritage and facilitating their economic 
and social progress. 

b. This aim shall be pursued through the organs of the Council by discussion of 
questions of common concern and by agreements and common action in 
economic, social, cultural, scientific, legal and administrative matters and in 
the maintenance and further realisation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

… 

Article 15:  

a. On the recommendation of the Consultative Assembly or on its own 
initiative, the Committee of Ministers shall consider the action required to 
further the aim of the Council of Europe, including the conclusion of 
conventions or agreements and the adoption by governments of a common 
policy with regard to particular matters. Its conclusions shall be 
communicated to members by the Secretary General. 

b. In appropriate cases, the conclusions of the Committee may take the form of 
recommendations to the governments of members, and the Committee may 
request the governments of members to inform it of the action taken by them 
with regard to such recommendations. 

… 
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2. Resolution Adopted by the Committee of Ministers at its 8th 
Session, May 1951 

[Extracts of relevant provisions] 

Powers of the Committee of Ministers  

(Article 15 of the Statute) 

The conclusions of the Committee may, where appropriate, take the form of a 
convention or agreement. In that event the following provisions shall be applied: 

i. The convention or agreement shall be submitted by the Secretary General 
to all members for ratification2

ii. Each member undertakes that, within one year of such submission or, 
where this is impossible owing to exceptional circumstances, within 
eighteen months, the question of ratification of the convention or 
agreement shall be brought before the competent authority or authorities 
in its country; 

;  

iii. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary 
General; 

iv. The convention or agreement shall be binding only on such members as 
have ratified it. 

… 

Relations with intergovernmental and non-governmental international 
organisations 

i. The Committee of Ministers may, on behalf of the Council of Europe, 
conclude with any intergovernmental organisation agreements on matters 
which are within the competence of the Council. These agreements shall, in 

                                                      
2  The editors of this compilation have been informed that this paragraph has never in fact been 

implemented by the Secretary General, due to the fact that the decision to ratify a treaty belongs 
exclusively to the member States. 



6 Compilation of Provisions on Treaty Practice – Council of Europe 
 

particular, define the terms on which such an organisation shall be brought 
into relationship with the Council of Europe. 

ii. The Council of Europe, or any of its organs, shall be authorised to exercise 
any functions coming within the scope of the Council of Europe which may 
be entrusted to it by other European intergovernmental organisations. The 
Committee of Ministers shall conclude any agreements necessary for this 
purpose. 

iii. The agreement referred to in paragraph i may provide, in particular: 

a. that the Council shall take appropriate steps to obtain from, and furnish 
to, the organisations in question regular reports and information, 
either in writing or orally; 

b. that the Council shall give opinions and render such services as may be  
requested by these organisations. 

iv. The Committee of Ministers may, on behalf of the Council of Europe, make 
suitable arrangements for consultation with international non-
governmental organisations which deal with matters that are within the 
competence of the Council of Europe. 

Note:  

A full copy of the Statute of the Council of Europe and the Resolution adopted by 
the Committee of Ministers at its 8th Session in May 1951 (adopted in English and 
French, both languages being equally authentic) can be accessed on the website of 
the Treaty Office of the Council of Europe at: 
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/001.htm. 

 

 

 

 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/001.htm�
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3. Resolution (54) 6 (3 April 1954) 
adopted by the Ministers' Deputies 

Registration with the United Nations Secretariat-General of Agreements and 
Conventions of the Council of Europe 

The Committee of Ministers, 

Having regard to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations; 

Considering that the treaties and international agreements concluded within the 
framework of the Council of Europe are deposited with the Secretary-General, 
who is therefore in possession of the information necessary to effect registration 
with the Secretariat of the United Nations,  

Resolves: 

1. to authorise the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, acting as the 
agent of the Members of the Council which are parties to treaties and 
international agreements concluded within the framework of the Council of 
Europe and deposited with him, to register any such treaties and agreements 
with the Secretariat of the United Nations; 

2. to instruct the Secretary-General to transmit the text of this Resolution to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Note:  

The full text of this resolution is available on the website of the Committee of 
Ministers of the Council of Europe at: 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=724583&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=DBD
CF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864 

 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Res(54)6&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864�
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Res(54)6&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864�
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4. Statutory Resolution (93) 27 on majorities required for 
decisions of the Committee of Ministers  

Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 14 May 1993, at its 92nd Session 

[Extracts of relevant provisions] 

I. Opening of Conventions and Agreements for signature 

Decisions on the opening for signature of Conventions and Agreements concluded 
within the Council of Europe shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of the 
representatives casting a vote and a majority of the representatives entitled to sit 
on the Committee, as set out in Article 20.d of the Statute. 

… 

Note:  

The full text of this resolution is available on the website of the Treaty Office of 
the Council of Europe at:  
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/Resol9327.htm 

 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/html/Resol9327.htm�
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5. Recommendation 1223 (1993) on reservations  
made by Member states to Council of Europe Conventions 

(Adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly on 1 October 1993 (51st Sitting)). 

1. The conclusion of conventions and agreements or other legal instruments by 
which the member states are bound constitutes one of the chief methods 
available to the Council of Europe for attaining the goals set by its Statute. 

2. According to the Vienna Convention and the rules of international law, on 
acceding to an international convention states are entitled to make certain 
reservations. 

3. Many conventions furthermore specify in their actual texts certain 
reservations of which the Contracting States may avail themselves, 
particularly at the time of signing and ratifying the convention. 

4. The use of a reservation enables a state to circumvent the obstacle which it 
may encounter in a given convention provision. Thus the possibility of 
making reservations simplifies the accession of states to certain Council of 
Europe conventions. 

5. With a view to ensuring maximum participation by Contracting States, most 
conventions therefore provide facilities whereby states need not be bound by 
certain provisions. 

6. Nonetheless, the use of reservations also has major drawbacks. Firstly, the 
unity and coherence of the convention may be impaired. The legal machinery 
which it institutes may be weakened and fall short of the goal of harmonising 
and unifying the relevant law. As the states are no longer bound by the same 
international undertakings, reservations interfere with the equality which 
should prevail between contracting parties and seriously complicate their 
relations. In addition, it is often difficult to determine the obligations of each 
state. 

7. In conclusion, the Assembly considers it advisable and even necessary that 
the number of reservations made in respect of Council of Europe conventions 
be considerably reduced. It accordingly recommends that the Committee of 
Ministers, 
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A. with regard to Council of Europe conventions which have already been 
concluded: 

i. invite member states to make a careful review of their reservations, 
withdraw them as far as possible and make a reasoned report to the 
Secretary General if certain reservations are maintained; 

ii. instruct the Council of Europe steering committees to examine, in the 
light of the national reports suggested above, the reservations made 
in respect of each convention within their sphere of competence; 

B. as regards Council of Europe conventions to be concluded in the future: 

i. include in each convention a clause specifying whether reservations 
are admitted and, if this is the case, the conditions under which states 
may make reservations; 

ii. limit the validity of reservations to a maximum period of ten years. At 
the end of that period the Secretary General of the Council of Europe 
shall invite the state which made the reservation to review it, 
withdraw it as far as possible or make a reasoned report to the 
Secretary General if the reservation is maintained. If the reservation 
is not expressly renewed by the Contracting State, it shall 
automatically lapse one year after the invitation of the Secretary 
General to react; 

iii. vest the bodies set up by conventions with the authority to issue 
reasoned opinions on such reservations as the Contracting States 
may wish to make. 

Note:  

The text of this recommendation is available on the website of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe at:  
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta93/EREC12
23.htm 

 

http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta93/EREC1223.htm�
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta93/EREC1223.htm�
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6. Committee of Ministers reply to Recommendation 1361 (1998) of 
the Parliamentary Assembly on the modification of the procedure 

for adoption of Council of Europe conventions 

(Adopted at the 668th meeting of Ministers’ Deputies, 20 April 1999) 

Decision 

The Deputies adopted the following reply to Recommendation 1361 (1998) of the 
Parliamentary Assembly on the modification of the procedure for adoption of 
Council of Europe Conventions: 

"The Committee of Ministers has carefully examined Recommendation 1361 
(1998) of the Parliamentary Assembly on the modification of the procedure for 
adoption of Council of Europe Conventions, including in the light of the final 
report of the Committee of Wise Persons and, acknowledging the proposals of the 
Parliamentary Assembly, wishes to give the following reply. 

Since the first years of the Council of Europe’s existence, the Committee of 
Ministers has sought to complement the provisions of the Statute of the Council of 
Europe concerning the competence of the Assembly, by adopting several texts on 
this matter. 

In May 1952 the Ministers' Deputies adopted Resolution (52) 26 on consultation 
of the Consultative Assembly. According to this Resolution the Committee of 
Ministers may, in appropriate cases, invite the Assembly to give its reasoned 
opinion, to be presented within a fixed time-limit, on draft Conventions drawn up 
by the Committee of Ministers. 

The Committee of Ministers further decided in April 1985 (76th Session) that the 
Assembly should, as a rule, be given the opportunity to express an opinion on 
draft Conventions through its relevant committees. Furthermore, the 
representation of the Assembly in Convention Committees shall be examined on a 
case-by-case basis. If such representation is not provided for in the Convention, 
contacts between Assembly representatives and the Committee concerned shall 
remain possible. In addition, the Parliamentary Assembly is also represented on 
several Steering Committees. 
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The Committee of Ministers adopted a statutory Resolution at its 8th Session in 
May 1951, providing for a Joint Committee composed of members of the 
Committee of Ministers and the Assembly. The Joint Committee may be seized of 
any problem which is common to the two organs, including if appropriate the text 
of a draft Convention. 

In practice in recent years, the Assembly has been consulted regularly on recent 
major Conventions. The Committee of Ministers welcomes the opinions on draft 
treaties submitted to it by the Assembly and always endeavours to take them into 
account to the maximum extent possible. 

In view of the above, the Committee of Ministers agrees that it will consult the 
Parliamentary Assembly in the future on all draft treaties. However, in practice a 
small number of treaties, of an exclusively technical nature, may not require such 
a consultation. 

In addition to such formal consultation, the Committee of Ministers wishes to 
stress the importance of active participation of the Assembly in the work of the 
Steering Committees on which it is represented, thus enabling the Steering 
Committees to take account of any views of the Assembly when drafting treaties. 
In addition, further flexible modalities for consultation in early stages of the 
drafting of treaties can be envisaged on an ad hoc basis. 

The Committee of Ministers will examine in due course the practical modalities of 
its relationship with the Assembly on this and all other related matters, 
particularly in the light of any proposals that the Parliamentary Assembly may 
wish to make in this respect." 

Note:  

The full text of this reply can be found on the website of the Committee of 
Ministers of the Council of Europe at: 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=446849&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=C3C3
C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383  

 

 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=446849&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383�
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=446849&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383�
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7. Committee of Ministers Recommendation No. R (99) 13 on 
responses to inadmissible reservations to international 

treaties 

(Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 18 May 1999 at the 670th Meeting of 
Ministers’ Deputies) 

[Extracts of relevant provisions] 

The Committee of Ministers, under the terms of Article 15.b of the Statute of the 
Council of Europe; 

Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity 
between its members; 

Supporting the work of the ad hoc Committee of Legal Advisers (CAHDI) in the 
field of reservations to international treaties and welcoming in particular its 
operation as a European observatory of reservations to international treaties; 

Bearing in mind the ongoing work of the International Law Commission in the 
field of reservations to international treaties; 

Having regard to the rules of international law relating to reservations to 
international treaties including the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 
23 May 1969; 

Noting, however, that when the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties was 
adopted, subsequent developments were not envisaged, in particular the 
formulation of reservations of a general character and the increasing role of the 
monitoring bodies provided for by certain treaties; 

Recalling that States, when adopting international treaties, may prohibit, restrict 
or allow the formulation of reservations; 

Concerned by the increasing number of inadmissible reservations to international 
treaties, especially reservations of a general character; 

Aware that inadmissible reservations hinder the effectiveness of international 
conventions, particularly those concerning human rights, whether at regional or 
at universal level, and that, therefore, a common approach on the part of the 
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member States as regards such reservations may be a means to improve that 
situation; 

Recommends that, when confronted with reservations to international treaties 
which give rise to doubts as to their admissibility, the governments of member 
States take into consideration in their law and practice the model response 
clauses appended to this Recommendation. 

Appendix to Recommendation No. R (99) 13   

Model response clauses to reservations 

… 

[The Appendix contains the text of a model response to non-specific reservations 
and a model response to specific reservations] 

Note:  

The full text of this Recommendation can be found on the website of the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe at: 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Rec(99)13&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=ori
ginal&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogge
d=F5D383 

 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Rec(99)13&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383�
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Rec(99)13&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383�
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=Rec(99)13&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383�
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8. Committee of Ministers Decision on Information Policy 

(Adopted at the 735th meeting of Ministers’ Deputies, 20 December 2000) 

[Extracts of relevant provisions] 

Rapporteur on information policy (RAP-INF) 

a. Report on the implementation of Resolution Res(2000)2 on the Council of 
Europe's information strategy 

Decisions 
  
The Deputies 

… 

10. decided that as from 1 January 2001 explanatory memoranda, which are 
drawn up under the Secretariat's responsibility to make Council of Europe 
conventions and recommendations easier to understand, will be made public 
at the same time as the conventions and recommendations they accompany; 

… 

Note:  

The full text of this Decision can be found on the website of the Committee of 
Ministers of the Council of Europe at: 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=735/1.5a&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=origi
nal&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged
=F5D383 

 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=735/1.5a&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383�
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=735/1.5a&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383�
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=735/1.5a&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=C3C3C3&BackColorIntranet=EDB021&BackColorLogged=F5D383�
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9. Terms of reference of Parliamentary Assembly committees 

Resolution 1842 (2011)1:  

The terms of reference of Parliamentary Assembly committees – Implementation 
of Resolution 1822 (2011) on the reform of the Parliamentary Assembly 

[Extracts of relevant provisions] 

1. In adopting Resolution 1822 (2011) on the reform of the Parliamentary 
Assembly, the Parliamentary Assembly sought to redefine the context within 
which it operates, in particular by modifying the structure of its committees, 
in order to strengthen its political relevance and effectiveness, make it more 
visible, improve its members’ involvement and participation, and rationalise 
the use of its operational resources. 

2. The Assembly accordingly adopts the revised terms of reference of the 
Assembly committees, both general and specific, as set out in the appendix to 
this resolution.  

… 

Appendix 

General terms of reference applicable to all Assembly committees 

… 

11. Committees shall promote the ratification and the implementation by Council 
of Europe member states of relevant conventions covered by their specific 
terms of reference. 

Specific terms of reference of the Assembly committees 

The Assembly also decides to revise the specific terms of reference of its 
committees as follow: 

… 

http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta11/ERES1842.htm#P1_22�
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/Doc/RefRedirectEN.asp?Doc=%20Resolution%201822�
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2. Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights (AS/Jur) 

2.1. The committee shall consider all legal and human rights matters 
(including proposals for and the preparation of statutory opinions on 
draft Council of Europe conventions) which fall within the competence 
of the Council of Europe.  

2.2. The committee shall in particular consider: 

2.2.1. all matters concerning the human rights treaties and 
mechanisms of the Council of Europe, notably the European 
Convention on Human Rights (ETS No. 5) and its protocols, the 
European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (ETS No. 126), 
and other international instruments; 

… 

2.4. The committee shall promote Council of Europe standard-setting legal 
instruments in the field of respect for human rights, fundamental 
freedoms and the rule of law in non-member states. 

… 

3. Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development (AS/Soc) 

3.1. The Committee shall consider issues relating to social rights and 
policies, public health, sustainable development, economic co-
operation and development, local and regional democracy and good 
governance in these fields, having special regard to the situation of the 
more vulnerable groups in society. 

3.2. The Committee shall in particular consider: 

3.2.1. the implementation and possible development within the 
member states and at European level of the rights guaranteed 
by the (revised) European Social Charter (ETS No. 163) and 
the contribution of social cohesion to democratic security; 

…  
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8. Committee on the Honouring of Obligations and Commitments by Member 

States of the Council of Europe (Monitoring Committee) (AS/Mon) 

8.1. The committee is responsible for seeking to ensure: 

8.1.1. the fulfilment of the obligations assumed by the member 
states under the terms of the Council of Europe Statute (ETS 
No. 1), the European Convention on Human Rights and all 
other conventions concluded within the Organisation to 
which they are parties; 

8.1.2. the honouring of the commitments entered into by the 
authorities of member states on their accession to the Council 
of Europe. 

8.2. The committee may propose to the Assembly the initiation or 
reopening of a monitoring procedure when a member state is not 
fulfilling its obligations or not honouring its commitments. 

8.3. The committee shall also consider applications to open a monitoring 
procedure originating from: 

8.3.1. the general committees of the Assembly by reasoned written 
application to the Bureau; 

8.3.2. no fewer than 20 members of the Assembly representing at 
least 6 national delegations and 2 political groups, through 
the tabling of a motion for a resolution or recommendation; 

8.3.3. the Bureau of the Assembly. 

8.4. The committee may also be instructed to carry out a monitoring 
procedure by decision pursuant to a text adopted by the Assembly or 
the Standing Committee. 

8.5. The committee shall report to the Assembly once a year on the general 
progress of the monitoring procedure, at least once every two years on 
each country being monitored and at least once every four years on 
each country being involved in a post-monitoring dialogue. 
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8.6. Once a post-monitoring dialogue with a member state has been decided on 
by the Assembly, the committee shall pursue this dialogue on the follow-
up undertaken by the authorities of that state to the steps recommended 
by the Assembly in its adopted texts closing the monitoring procedure, or 
on any other issues arising from that state’s obligations. It shall 
subsequently report to the Bureau of the Assembly. 

8.7. The committee shall follow the activities of and maintain working 
relations with the subsidiary bodies of the Committee of Ministers which 
are competent to monitor member states’ obligations and commitments, 
and with the relevant international institutions. 

8.8. The committee shall share the Assembly representation in the Council for 
Democratic Elections of the European Commission for Democracy through 
Law (Venice Commission). 

Note:  

The full text of this resolution is available on the website of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe at: 
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta11/ERES18
42.htm 

 

http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta11/ERES1842.htm�
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/AdoptedText/ta11/ERES1842.htm�
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10. Model Final Clauses for Conventions and Agreements concluded 
within the Council of Europe, Adopted February 19803

[Extracts of relevant provisions] 

 

Introduction 

… 

The model final clauses appearing hereafter apply to both conventions and 
agreements. With the exception of Article a, for which two alternatives are 
proposed, the texts of all the articles are the same for conventions and 
agreements: it suffices to maintain or to delete, as appropriate, the words 
between brackets. 

Finally, it should be noted that these model final clauses are intended only to 
facilitate the task of committees of experts and avoid textual divergencies which 
would not have any real justification. The model is in no way binding and different 
clauses may be adopted to fit particular cases. 

Article a – Alternative 1 (agreements) 

1. This Agreement shall be open for signature by the member States of the 
Council of Europe which may express their consent to be bound by : 

a. signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval, 
or 

b. signature with reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval, 
followed by ratification, acceptance or approval. 

2. Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with 
the Secretary General of the Council of Europe. 

 

                                                      
3  (as adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe at its 315th meeting, in 

February 1980) 
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Alternative 2 (conventions) 

This Convention shall be open for signature by the member States of the Council 
of Europe. It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. Instruments of 
ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary General 
of the Council of Europe. 

Article b 

1. (This Agreement) (This Convention) shall enter into force on the first day of 
the month following the expiration of a period of … months after the date on 
which … member States of the Council of Europe have expressed their 
consent to be bound by (the Agreement) (the Convention) in accordance with 
the provisions of Article a. 

2. In respect of any member State which subsequently expresses its consent to 
be bound by it, (the Agreement) (the Convention) shall enter into force on the 
first day of the month following the expiration of a period of … months after 
the date (of signature or) of the deposit of the instrument of ratification, 
acceptance or approval. 

Article c 

1. After the entry into force of (this Agreement) (this Convention), the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe may invite any State not a 
member of the Council to accede to (this Agreement) (this Convention), by a 
decision taken by the majority provided for in Article 20.d of the Statute of 
the Council of Europe and by the unanimous vote of the representatives of the 
Contracting States entitled to sit on the Committee. 

2. In respect of any acceding State, (the Agreement) (the Convention) shall enter 
into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of 
… months after the date of deposit of the instrument of accession with the 
Secretary General of the Council of Europe. 

Article d 

1. Any State may at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of 
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, specify the territory or 
territories to which (this Agreement) (this Convention) shall apply. 
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2. Any State may at any later date, by a declaration addressed to the Secretary 
General of the Council of Europe, extend the application of (this Agreement) 
(this Convention) to any other territory specified in the declaration. In 
respect of such territory, (the Agreement) (the Convention) shall enter into 
force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of ... 
months after the date of receipt of such declaration by the Secretary General. 

3. Any declaration made under the two preceding paragraphs may, in respect of 
any territory specified in such declaration, be withdrawn by a notification 
addressed to the Secretary General. The withdrawal shall become effective on 
the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of ... months 
after the date of receipt of such notification by the Secretary General. 

Article e 

1. Any State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of 
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, declare that it avails itself of 
one or more of the reservations provided for in the annex to (this Agreement) 
(this Convention). No other reservation may be made.  

2. Any Contracting State which has made a reservation under the preceding 
paragraph may wholly or partly withdraw it by means of a notification 
addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe. The withdrawal 
shall take effect on the date of receipt of such notification by the Secretary 
General. 

3. A Party which has made a reservation in respect of a provision of (this 
Agreement) (this Convention) may not claim the application of that provision 
by any other Party; it may, however, if its reservation is partial or conditional, 
claim the application of that provision in so far as it has itself accepted it. 

Article f 

1. Any Party may at any time denounce (this Agreement) (this Convention) by 
means of a notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of 
Europe. 

2. Such denunciation shall become effective on the first day of the month 
following the expiration of a period of ... months after the date of receipt of 
the notification by the Secretary General. 
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Article g 

The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall notify the member States of 
the Council and any State which has acceded to (this Agreement) (this 
Convention), of: 

a. any signature; 

b. the deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession; 

c. any date of entry into force of (this Agreement) (this Convention) in 
accordance with Articles b, c, and d; 

d. any other act, notification or communication relating to (this Agreement) 
(this Convention). 

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed 
(this Agreement) (this Convention). 

Done at ............. the ............., in English and in French, both texts being equally 
authentic, in a single copy which shall be deposited in the archives of the Council 
of Europe. The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall transmit certified 
copies to each member State of the Council of Europe and to any State invited to 
accede to (this Agreement) (this Convention). 

Note:  

The full text of the model final clauses, including the accompanying notes, is 
available on the website of the Treaty Office of the Council of Europe at: 
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/clausesfinales.htm#FN5 

 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/clausesfinales.htm#FN5�
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11. Other Documentation 

A The Treaty Office in a Nutshell (2009) –Treaty Office of the 
Council of Europe 

The Treaty Office of the Council of Europe published this as an information 
booklet in 2009. Its contents are divided as follows: 

• Procedures for signature and deposit of instruments of ratification 

• A few definitions 

• Frequently Asked Questions 

• Figures (statistics on treaties) 

Note: 

The text of the booklet may be accessed on the Treaty Office of the Council of 
Europe website at: http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/TreatyOffice-Nutshell.pdf 

B Treaty-Making in the Council of Europe (August 1999)  
by Jörg Polakiewicz  

This book (ISBN 92-871-3899-0) was published by Council of Europe Publishing 
and is available for purchase from the Council of Europe Online Bookshop at:  
http://book.coe.int/EN/ficheouvrage.php?PAGEID=36&lang=EN&produit_aliasid
=837 

Note:  

This book contains a very comprehensive presentation of the Council of Europe’s 
procedures but it should be noted that as it was published in 1999 it does not 
incorporate recent developments.  

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/TreatyOffice-Nutshell.pdf�
http://book.coe.int/EN/ficheouvrage.php?PAGEID=36&lang=EN&produit_aliasid=837�
http://book.coe.int/EN/ficheouvrage.php?PAGEID=36&lang=EN&produit_aliasid=837�
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12. Online sources of treaty status information 

The text of all Council of Europe treaties, their explanatory reports, the status of 
signatures and ratifications, declarations and reservations made by States and the 
notifications issued by the Treaty Office are available on the website of the 
Council of Europe Treaty Office at: http://conventions.coe.int 

http://conventions.coe.int/�

	COMPILATION OF PROVISIONS ON TREATY PRACTICE OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE
	IMPORTANT NOTES
	1. Statute of the Council of Europe 1949 
	2. Resolution Adopted by the Committee of Ministers at its 8th Session, May 1951
	3. Resolution (54) 6 (3 April 1954)adopted by the Ministers' Deputies
	4. Statutory Resolution (93) 27 on majorities required for decisions of the Committee of Ministers 
	5. Recommendation 1223 (1993) on reservations made by Member states to Council of Europe Conventions
	6. Committee of Ministers reply to Recommendation 1361 (1998) of the Parliamentary Assembly on the modification of the procedure for adoption of Council of Europe conventions
	7. Committee of Ministers Recommendation No. R (99) 13 on responses to inadmissible reservations to international treaties
	8. Committee of Ministers Decision on Information Policy
	9. Terms of reference of Parliamentary Assembly committees
	10. Model Final Clauses for Conventions and Agreements concluded within the Council of Europe, Adopted February 1980
	11. Other Documentation
	A The Treaty Office in a Nutshell (2009) –Treaty Office of the Council of Europe
	B Treaty-Making in the Council of Europe (August 1999) by Jörg Polakiewicz 

	12. Online sources of treaty status information


