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IMPORTANT NOTES 

This document forms part of the “Compilation of Constitutional and Legislative 
Provisions on Treaty Practice of Selected States and International 
Organisations” (Compilation of Provisions on Treaty Practice) which has 
been published as an online resource by the British Institute of International and 
Comparative Law (the Institute) and the Centre for International Law, National 
University of Singapore (CIL). The full Compilation is available at www.biicl.org 
and www.cil..nus.edu.sg 

Copyright in the referenced texts is vested as indicated on the original source. 
Copyright in the selection itself and the added material belongs to the Institute 
and CIL. Neither the whole Compilation nor any part of it may be reproduced 
without the express permission of the Institute and CIL. 

The Institute and CIL are grateful to those who have assisted in the identification, 
collection and translation of documents. Where appropriate, their names are 
acknowledged in footnotes to the relevant section. Responsibility for any errors 
or omissions in the choice of materials or any inaccuracies in the reproduction or 
translation of texts in this document rests with the Institute and CIL. 

Links to texts on websites of third parties were checked for accuracy prior to 
publication of the Compilation. No responsibility can be taken for subsequent 
changes or faults on such websites. The name of each website is given to enable 
the reader to search it for the reference in the event of a link being broken.  

Some constitutional and legislative provisions contained in the Compilation of 
Provisions on Treaty Practice were not adopted in the English language. Where an 
English translation has been published by a legislative, judicial or governmental 
body in the State concerned, that translation is provided here. In cases where no 
such English translation is available, the Institute and CIL have endeavoured to 
produce a translation of the document after consulting lawyers from the relevant 
country.  

Please note that the Institute and CIL cannot guarantee that provisions set out in 
this Compilation accurately reproduce an officially adopted text; or that this 
Compilation is comprehensive, complete or up to date. The reader is advised in all 
cases to consult the official source of the full text as originally adopted in its 
official language or languages.  

http://www.biicl.org/treatypractice/compilation/�
http://cil.nus.edu.sg/research-projects/treaty-law/�
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Feedback request: The two institutes will review, update and add to the 
Compilation from time to time. If you notice any errors, omissions, broken links or 
out of date material, or if you have any suggestions regarding the further 
development of this resource, please contact: Jill Barrett at the Institute 
(j.barrett@biicl.org) or Ranyta Yusran at CIL (cilry@nus.edu.sg). 

This document was last amended in December 2012. 

mailto:j.barrett@biicl.org�
mailto:cilry@nus.edu.sg�
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The Constitution of Japan, 1946 

[Extracts of relevant provisions] 

… 

Article 7:  

The Emperor, with the advice and approval of the Cabinet, shall perform the 
following acts in matters of state on behalf of the people: 

(1) Promulgation of amendments of the constitution, laws, cabinet orders and 
treaties. 

… 

(8) Attestation of instruments of ratification and other diplomatic documents as 
provided for by law. 

… 

Article 31:  

No person shall be deprived of life or liberty, nor shall any other criminal penalty 
be imposed, except according to procedure established by law. 

… 

Article 41:  

The Diet shall be the highest organ of state power, and shall be the sole law-
making organ of the State. 

… 

Article 60: 

The budget must first be submitted to the House of Representatives. 

… 
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(2) Upon consideration of the budget, when the House of Councillors makes a 
decision different from that of the House of Representatives, and when no 
agreement can be reached even through a joint committee of both Houses, 
provided for by law, or in the case of failure by the House of Councillors to 
take final action within thirty (30) days, the period of recess excluded, after 
the receipt of the budget passed by the House of Representatives, the decision 
of the House of Representatives shall be the decision of the Diet. 

Article 61:  

The second paragraph of the preceding Article applies also to the Diet approval 
required for the conclusion of treaties. 

… 

Article 73:  

The Cabinet, in addition to other general administrative functions, shall perform 
the following functions:  

… 

(2) Manage foreign affairs. 

(3) Conclude treaties. However, it shall obtain prior or, depending on 
circumstances, subsequent approval of the Diet.  

… 

Article 98:  

This Constitution shall be the supreme law of the nation and no law, ordinance, 
imperial rescript or other act of government, or part thereof, contrary to the 
provisions hereof, shall have legal force or validity. 

… 

(2) The treaties concluded by Japan and established laws of nations shall be 
faithfully observed. 
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Note:  

The full text of Japan’s 1946 Constitution both in English translation and as 
officially adopted in the Japanese language can be accessed on the official website 
of Japan’s National Diet Library:  

• http://www.ndl.go.jp/constitution/e/etc/c01.html 

• http://www.ndl.go.jp/constitution/etc/j01.html#s1 

http://www.ndl.go.jp/constitution/e/etc/c01.html�
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