
 

 
 
International Child Abduction and Human Rights  
 

A Critical Assessment of the Status Quo 
 
Against the background of the increasingly diverging case law of the CJEU and 
ECHR, this event examines and critically assesses the current legal framework for 
international child abduction cases. The question is how far a court's duty reaches 
when assessing the grant of a return order. Should the court apply a very marginal 
test only, in essence sending the child back unless there is a very serious reason 
not to do so? Or must it take full account of the right to family life of each 
individual child and his or her parents? 
 
Speakers will discuss the use of the grounds for refusal; the role of Central 
Authorities; the future of the 1980 Hague Convention and of the Brussels II bis 
Regulation; potential ways to a harmonised case law of the CJEU and ECHR; 
children's rights and interests; and the concerns of children's organisations. 
 
Participants 

• Paul Beaumont, University of Aberdeen 
• Hilde Demarré, Missing Children Europe 
• Alison Shalaby OBE, Reunite international 
• Linda Silberman, Martin Lipton Professor of Law, NYU  
• Thalia Kruger, University of Antwerp 
• Eva Lein, British Institute of International and Comparative Law 
• Carolina Marín Pedreño, Dawson Cornwell, London 
• Marta Pertegas, Hague Conference on Private International Law  
• Andrea Schulz, German Central Authority 
• Joanna Serdynska, European Commission 
• Helen Stalford, University of Liverpool 
• Frederik Swennen, University of Antwerp 
• Karin Verbist, Adverlat, Antwerp  

Event convened by Prof. Thalia Kruger, University of Antwerp & Dr Eva Lein, BIICL 
 

Pricing and Registration 

 BIICL Member Non-member 

 Individual £52 (Approx. €66)   £88 (Approx. €110) 
Full-time Academic £38 (Approx. €48) £64 (Approx. €80) 
Full-time Student £26 (Approx. €33) £44 (Approx. €55) 

 
Prices displayed in Euro are indicative only and will vary according to the  
time of your booking and the exchange rate applied to your transaction by your 
card provider. 
 
N.B. The Academic rate also applies to staff of government and non-profit organisations. 
 

Find out more and book online at 
www.biicl.org/events 
 

Date and time:  
Thursday 16 Oct 2014 
10:00-17:00 
 
Location:  
University of Antwerp, 
Stadscampus - R.212 - 
Rodestraat - 2000 
Antwerpen 
 
5 CPD points 
6 OVB points 
  

FOLLOW US 

   
 

Organising committee 
Thalia Kruger (University  
of Antwerp), Eva Lein (BIICL),  
Eva Brems (Ghent University), 
Sylvie Saroléa (Université 
Catholique de Louvain), Frederik 
Swennen (University  
of Antwerp), Wouter Vandenhole 
(University  
of Antwerp) and Jinske Verhellen 
(Ghent University) 

 
Scientific committee 
Marc Fallon (Université 
Catholique de Louvain), Maarit 
Jänterä-Jareborg (University  
of Uppsala), Johan Meeusen 
(University of Antwerp), Freya 
Vander Laenen (Ghent 
University), Patrick Wautelet 
(University of Liège) 
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