Free Movement across the EU Border —
The Example of Norway and Sweden

PROF. HENRIK WENANDER, LUND UNIVERSITY

| s
/ ;




Background

« 1905 (Peaceful) dissolution of the Norway-Sweden union

 20th century: Nordic political and legal cooperation
(basing on culture, language)

« 1995 Sweden joined the EU, Norway did not (negative
referendums in 1972 and 1994 — opted for the EEA)

« Still, trade and mobility flourishes:
— Among each other’'s most important trade partners
— Around 25 000 cross-border commuters
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Nordic Cooperation

A .
ICELAND Ctic Circle
®Reykjavik

SWEDEN

Faroe Islands FINLAND

NORWAY Helsink'b

Oslog /' stockholm, Aland

DENMARK

Caopenh agen'

Photo from Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=658689

Political level: The Nordic
Council and The Nordic
Council of Ministers

Central administrative level:
Committees of Civil Servants
and Expert Committees

Local administrative level:
Border Committees

Culture of mutual trust:; Direct
cross-border contacts
between civil servants
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Nordic Agreements for Cross-Border Mobility

« Customs cooperation — smooth passages at the 1,630km long
SE-NO border

« Population registration — simplifying moving between the
countries

» Social security coordination — unemployment benefits for
commuters

* Double taxation agreements — coordinating taxation
» Higher education — recognition of diplomas
... and other agreements

Need to be implemented in national legislation —
no supra-national features, no Nordic Court
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A Decisive Factor: The EEA Agreement

* Free movement rules apply to Norway (with
exceptions)

The EFTA Court safeguards the rule of law

 Norway is a party to the Schengen
Agreement on abolishing border controls

« Norway contributes financially to the EU

|
.+ No representation in the EU Institutions
EU/EEA Law limits the scope for Nordic
cooperation: Nordic Agreements may still
EU and Nordic flags complement EU/EEA law

Photo: Silje Bergum Kinsten/norden.org

s
/0
5/~
b{Fe -
(R /)2
AN <
o Y/
%, > ;-f
22 3
S

UNIVERSITY



Information to Citizens

* Information and
~ problem solving

 Nordic eTax

Welcome

Nordisk eTax is for you who live in a Nordic country and have income or assets in another Nordic ° B d R 1
order Region
Here you will find general information about taxation and answers to frequently asked questions. You I n fo rl ' l atl O n

may also submit your own questions.

Tax administrations of Denmark, Iceland, Norway, Finland and Sweden, are jointly responsible for the ° N d - S - I
content. ordic S0Cla

Which country do you look for information on? I nS u ran Ce PO rtal
N I I N
www.nordsoc.org/en/
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Conclusion

Common (legal) culture and similar languages important
An arrangement such as the EEA Agreement seems crucial

The Nordic agreements are important complements — Border
control arrangements, customs cooperation etc. for smooth
cross-border mobility

Institutional cooperation
— Forums for adressing problems for cross-border mobility

— Contributes to mutual trust on various levels
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