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This Newsletter arrives at the time of BIICL’s 

Grotius Lecture. We are very fortunate to 

have Sir Christopher Greenwood, Judge of 

the International Court of Justice, as our 

speaker. He brings a wealth of experience as 

an academic, legal practitioner, arbitrator 

and judge to his topic of ‘The Contribution of 

National Courts to the Development of  

International Law’. The speaker at the Grotius 

Dinner is Guy Martin of Carter-Ruck, who has 

steered the various cases against Mr Kadi 

with great skill. We are grateful to him and to 

Shell and Carter Ruck for their sponsorship of 

this event. 

The Grotius Lecture remains an important 

event for BIICL. The Lecturers in recent years 

have included Prof Cherif Bassiouni, Lord 

(Nicholas) Phillips, Bruno Simma of the ICJ and 

Diane Woods of the United States Court of 

Appeal, all of whom enhanced the  

reputation of the Lecture.  In 2008 we had 

Lord (Tom) Bingham, who gave a superb  

lecture on ‘The Rule of Law in the  

International Legal Order’. It was a lecture 

which was excellent in analysis and  

controversial in responses, becoming front 

page news on several newspapers. It also led 

to the creation of the Bingham Centre for the 

Rule of Law in his memory. 

BIICL puts on a wide range of events on  

contemporary issues. These have  

knowledgeable speakers from many different 

areas of legal practice and scholarship, and 

there is always engaged discussion with those 

attending. I encourage you to attend as 

many as you can.  

The past few months have also seen both the 

conclusion of existing projects, with excellent 

publications, and a number of new research 

projects from different funders. All of these 

confirm BIICL’s great expertise in high quality 

applied legal research. 

I do hope that you 

continue to enjoy  

reading about the 

many and various  

activities of the  

Institute as set out in 

this Newsletter. Please 

also look at our  

website and contact 

us if you want to know 

more. 
Professor  

Robert McCorquodale 

Education and Reparations  
 

In October 2013, Robert McCorquodale, Kristin 

Hausler and Francesca Capone travelled to  

Qatar to participate in the World Innovation  

Summit for Education (WISE) in Doha, where they 

launched the Institute’s latest Report on 

‘Education and the Law of Reparations in  

Insecurity and Armed Conflict’.  
 

The Report builds on previous 

Institute research on the  

protection of education, 

which was also presented by 

Professor McCorquodale at 

WISE.  
 

On 28 January, the Report was formally launched 

at the Law Society in London, as part of an event 

on the latest developments on the law of  

reparations.  

 

Climate Change Issues in the Commonwealth 
 

On 9 September 2013, Robert McCorquodale, 

Lara Blecher and Kristin Hausler presented the  

product of a year-long research project on  

access to subsistence resources and climate 

change-related forced migration at the Senior 

Law Officials Meetings in London. Following this  

meeting, BIICL responded to the queries raised by 

the senior law officials and submitted an updated 

report to the Commonwealth Secretariat. The  

Report is now being finalised with a view to  

presenting it to the Law Ministers of the  

Commonwealth at their next meeting in  

Botswana in May 2014.  
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FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 
We are delighted to announce further and major support for our research  

activities. The Dorset Foundation has kindly agreed to support the Dorset  

Senior Research Fellowship in Public International Law for a further 4 years.  

Herbert Smith Freehills will continue to support the post of Senior Research  

Fellowship in Private International Law for a further 3 years. 

Carter-Ruck and Shell are generously sponsoring today’s Grotius Lecture and 

Dinner, for which we are very grateful.  

The City of London Solicitor’s Company Charity Fund has agreed to offer  

support for the BIICL Internship Programme. 

The Bingham Appeal 

The Second Phase of the Bingham Appeal is gathering pace with £530,000 

raised so far towards the initial target of at least £5m. We are extremely  

grateful to The Sigrid Rausing Trust, Freshfields, Linklaters, The David and Elaine 

Potter Foundation, Simmons & Simmons, 3 Verulam Buildings  and the  

Bingham Family for their generous support.  

 

The Arthur Watts Appeal 

To date, just over £392,000 has been raised towards the initial target of 

£500,000 to support the Watts Fellowship in Public International Law and its 

associated activities. We are grateful to the Binks Trust for their further support.  

A range of opportunities are available for organisations (including law firms,  

corporations, Trusts and Foundations) and individual donors to support the 

Fellowship as it develops new legal thought and application in Public  

International Law.  

More Information on Supporting the Institute 

To discover the range of opportunities available to support the Institute’s work 

please contact Suzie Horsley on 0207 862 5157 email: s.horsley@biicl.org. To 

give online simply visit http://www.biicl.org/development/support/ and 

choose from the various methods of giving.  
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Challenges for the International Criminal Court at Ten 
 

This book, edited by the Dorset Senior Research Fellow in Public  

International Law, Dr Andraž Zidar, and Professor Olympia Bekou will shortly 

be available to buy  on our website.  

It examines the first decade of the operation of the International Criminal 

Court, marked not only by the first judgment in the Lubanga case, but  

also by numerous challenges which it has had to resolve. It brings together 

a number of perceptive insights into the functioning of the Court at the 

intersection between international criminal law theory and the practice 

developed by the Court. Authors are leading specialists in the field of  

international criminal justice and include scholars, legal practitioners, NGO 

experts and ICC officials. The book will be an important asset for all  

readers interested in contemporary developments 

under the legal regime of the Rome Statute. 
 

 

Education and the Law of Reparations in Insecurity and Armed Conflict 

This report  was commissioned by Protect Education in Insecurity and  

Conflict (PEIC), a Qatar-based organisation, and was authored by  

Francesca Capone, Kristin Hausler, Duncan Fairgrieve of the Institute, and 

Conor McCarthy (Doughty Street Chambers). It also contains a foreword 

by Professor Theo van Boven (Maastricht University).  
 

The Report, as well as an executive summary, is available to download for 

free on our website: http://www.biicl.org/research/reparations/ 
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The ICLQ has recently 

undergone a period of 

change, moving to an 

onl ine submiss ions  

system via ScholarOne, 

and in November we 

also moved to the 

FirstView model of  

publication, whereby 

papers are published 

online as soon as they 

are ready, and then 

drawn from there into 

the relevant print issue. 

This allows us to ensure 

timely publication of 

time-sensitive pieces 

and gives greater  

flexibility in terms of issue

-planning. It also helps 

ensure online and print 

publication are always 

within the cover month. 
 

We are also delighted 

to have risen ten places 

in the Thomson Reuters 

I m p a c t  F a c t o r  

assessment in 2013, and 

we now occupy 54th 

place, becoming the 

second highest - ranked  

international law journal 

on the list. This reflects a 

growing prestige of the 

ICLQ amongst scholars 

internationally.  



 

CONSTITUTIONAL AWARENESS  
IN MYANMAR 
The Bingham Centre has been 

engaged in a range of work in 

Myanmar over the past year. 

In February  the Centre’s  

Director, Professor Sir Jeffrey 

Jowell QC, spoke at an EU-

organised meeting in  

Naypyidaw presided over by the Attorney-General and Daw 

Aung San Suu Kyi. Sir Jeffrey explored what techniques from 

other countries’ constitutions might unlock the rule of law and  

provide appropriate space for it to thrive in times of change in 

Myanmar, noting that every country is different and institutions 

of governance must grow naturally in the local culture and 

traditions and adapt to specific needs. 

The Centre’s work continued in May when Director of  

Education and Training, Naina Patel visited Naypyidaw for the 

Bingham Centre at the invitation of the Attorney-General's  

Office for a roundtable to brainstorm rule of law needs in  

Myanmar.  

In September  at the request of the Burmese Parliamentary  

Committee on the Rule of Law, we wrote a Manual on  

Constitutional Options. The Manual describes what a  

constitution is, what the salient features of the Myanmar  

constitution are and what changes the Myanmar people 

might wish to seek. 

Most recently, the Centre sent staff to Myanmar on two  

occasions.  In October Alex Goodman provided training for 

around 90 lawyers affiliated with the Myanmar Lawyers  

Association and held meetings with members of the relevant 

parliamentary committees.  In November Naina Patel and 

Alex Goodman returned to tour eight cities with the Myanmar 

Lawyers Association to run workshops on constitutional  

awareness with members of local bar associations and civil 

society.  As a result, in December, the Myanmar Lawyers  

Association re-ran the tour, visiting a further eight cities.  The 

end product was the presentation of more than 500  

submissions to the Parliamentary Review Committee that will 

be considering the question of constitutional reform in January 

2014. 

On 10 February 2014 the Centre will welcome Mr Robert Pe, 

Legal Adviser to Aung San Suu Kyi, to speak in London about 

democracy and rule of law reforms in Myanmar.  Registrations 

for this event are now open on our website.  
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTS    
 
Burma/Myanmar: Prospects for  
Democracy and the Rule of Law  
10 February 2014 
 
 

Autonomous Weapons Systems: Some 
Legal and Moral Implications 
25 February 2014 
 
 

The Prisoners Left Behind: Imprisonment 
for Public Protection After its Abolition 
4 March 2014  
 
 

Singapore: The Importance of the Rule of 
Law in Promoting Economic  
Development 
23 May 2014 

STREAMLINING JUDICIAL REVIEW IN A  

MANNER CONSISTENT WITH THE RULE OF LAW  

Launched on 2 October 2013, the Bingham 

Centre has established a Review to  

consider and report on possible ways of 

improving judicial review procedures in the 

Administrative Court, to save and protect 

public funds, in a manner consistent with 

the rule of law. The team is headed by  

Michael Fordham QC, and it welcomes 

submissions from individuals and  

organisations.  They expect to publish a  

final report in early 2014. 

IMMIGRATION DETENTION AND THE RULE OF 

LAW 

The Bingham Centre report, ‘Immigration 

Detention and the Rule of Law:  

Safeguarding Principles’ was adopted by 

the UK NGO Bail for Immigration Detainees 

as part of its training of caseworkers, as well 

as being included in a submission by the 

Immigration Law Practitioners’ Association 

to the Government consultation on the  

Immigration Bill. As a result of the report’s 

success, the Nuffield Foundation awarded 

the Bingham Centre with a supplementary 

grant to support the printing of additional 

copies. 

SCOPING VISIT TO PALESTINE 

On 24 September 2013 the Director of the 

Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law,  

Professor Sir Jeffrey Jowell, with the Slynn 

Foundation (Sir Henry Brooke and Sir David 

Latham) visited Ramallah on Palestine’s 

West Bank. Facilitated by EUPOL COPPS 

and funded by the British Consul General in 

Jerusalem, the Bingham Centre was asked 

to scope the balance between the courts 

and the executive there.  

CITIZENSHIP AND RULE OF LAW IN SCHOOLS  

The Centre has been awarded a grant of 

£100,000 from the Legal Education  

Foundation to undertake a project to 

develop and pilot a scheme for the  

citizenship curriculum for secondary school 

students. It will pilot delivery in ten schools in 

London and regionally for 18 months. 



Charles Clore House  

17 Russell Square 

London  

WC1B 5JP 

T 020 7862 5151 

F 020 7862 5152  

www.biicl.org 
 

Registered Charity No. 09425 

Catie Shavin recently completed an LLM in 

human rights and PIL at Melbourne Law 

School. She spent 3 months at BIICL as an  

Arthur Watts Public  International Law Intern, a 

programme generously supported by Allan 

Myers QC.             

During my internship, I 

worked primarily on the 

Treaty Law and Practice 

project, revising and  

updating compilations of 

relevant treaty law and 

practice resources and  

developing bibliographies 

of relevant commentary.   
 

I also assisted with the  

analysis of a number of ICJ decisions to  

identify the court’s understanding and  

application of ‘the intention of the  

parties’ in relation to international  

agreements. I also worked on other projects 

during my time at the Institute, including  

preparing a research proposal and also  

making a small contribution to a publication.  
 

I was  involved in organising two events, at 

which I liaised with participants and speakers, 

and also prepared summaries of these events 

to circulate to speakers and publish on BIICL’s 

website.  
 

I am very grateful for the opportunity to  

undertake an internship at BIICL to extend my 

research experience, to gain a fuller  

understanding of the type of work undertaken 

by an independent research institution and to 

build networks within the London legal  

community.  Further, through the workshops 

and seminars provided by BIICL for interns, I 

have been able to explore the prospect of 

undertaking further study by gaining deeper 

insight into PhD application processes in the 

UK. 
 

I am confident that my experience at BIICL 

has added breadth and depth to my thinking 

around further study and my career going  

forwards, and enabled me to expand my  

professional and academic networks.  Indeed, 

the opportunity to work with BIICL in London 

has already assisted me to transition to the 

next phase of my career. 

VISITING RESEARCHERS 
 

We are delighted to have welcomed many new visiting  

researchers in the past few months.  

Daragh Mc Greal, Dimitrij Euler, Huong Duong, Julius 

Zaleskis and Norman Mugara have all joined us for varying 

periods of research.  

INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE  In January 2014, Kristin Hausler travelled to the 

Dead Sea in Jordan to participate in a  

Regional Forum on the right to education  

during insecurity and armed conflict in the  

Middle East and North Africa region, which was 

organised by the United Nations Office of the 

High Commissioner for Human Rights and  

Protect Education In Insecurity and Conflict. 

She gave a session on the international legal 

framework protecting education. The Institute 

hopes to develop further training on the topics 

examined by its research in this area.  
 

From July to September Jill 

Barrett was appointed  

Visiting Professor at the  

University of Kobe, Japan. 
 

She delivered a series of  

seminars on "International  

Co-operation Law" to  

postgraduate students 

from Japan and several other  

countries including the Republic of 

Korea, Indonesia, Myanmar, Brazil 

and the Philippines.  

Her stay in Japan also included a visit to the  

International Legal Affairs Bureau (ILAB) of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs in Tokyo, where she had extensive  

meetings with members of the Treaties Division to learn 

about Japan's treaty practice, and to Kyoto University to 

meet some of Japan's leading international law  

professors. It also afforded her the opportunity to discuss 

the progress of the Australia v Japan whaling case at the 

ICJ with members of Japan's litigation team. She hopes 

to continue academic collaboration with Kobe University 

on this and other international law subjects.  
 

 

In  November Phi l ip Marsden  

travelled to Brussels to give the  

keynote lunch speech entitled “With 

G re at  P ow e r ,  C o me s  G re at  

Responsibility” at the 50th AMCHAM 

EU Conference.  
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Dave Sutton Appointed Conference and Events 

Co-ordinator 
Dave joined BIICL in  November 2013 having come 

from a similar role at the Bat Conservation Trust 

which he occupied for six years.  

Prior to that he gained a degree in Conservation 

from Writtle College and then embarked on a  

conservation career via the Wildlife Trust and the 

National Trust at Runnymede before moving into 

event management at the Bat Conservation Trust.   

 


