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Short Course: Business & Human Rights 
 

28 September, 5, 12, 19, 26 October, 2, 9, 16 November 2026 

13:00-15:00 (UK time) 

Lead Tutor: Dr Irene Pietropaoli 

 

 Date Topic Tutor 

 
 

 Session 1 
 

Monday 28 

September 2026 

 

The Business and Human Rights 

framework 
 

Introductions and open session poll  
 

 Concept and brief history of 

business and human rights  

 UN Guiding Principles on 

business and human rights  

 Revised UN draft treaty 

(development, current state, 

main concepts and concerns)  

 OECD Guidelines   

 Intro to global developments 

 

 

Dr. Irene Pietropaoli, 

Senior Fellow in Business 

and Human Rights, BIICL 

 

Dr. Jasmine Elliott, 

Research Fellow in 

Business and Human 

Rights, BIICL 

 

 

 Session 2 

 

Monday 5 

October 2026 

 

EU CSDDD and Sustainability 

Agenda     
 

 EU Corporate Sustainability 

Due Diligence Directive  

 Transposition work   

 EU sustainability 

agenda: Deforestation 

regulation, battery 

regulation, CSRD    

 

 

Gabrielle Holly, Chief 

Adviser, 

Danish Institute for Huma

nRights (DIHR)  

Dr. Jasmine Elliott, 

Research Fellow in 

Business and Human 

Rights, BIICL 

 

 

 Session 3 

 

Monday 12 

October 2026 

 

National HREDD Laws  
 

 French duty of vigilance law  

 German Due Diligence Law  

 

Aladdin Benali, Omnia St

rategy LLP 

 

https://www.biicl.org/people/irene-pietropaoli
https://www.biicl.org/people/jasmine-elliott
https://www.humanrights.dk/staff/gabrielle-holly
https://biicluk-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/i_pietropaoli_biicl_org/IQCmgNFJr6XfRJLPidl398HHAVnU0PLJUMkLChz3mJLcxxo?e=UoOvJt
https://omniastrategy.com/person/aladdin-benali/
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 Norway Transparency Act  

 Chinese regulations   

 Draft HREDD laws in 

Thailand, Tawain, 

Switzerland  

 UK proposed regulation, 

failure to prevent model  

 Australia failure to prevent 

modern slavery  

 

Dr. Irene Pietropaoli, 

Senior Fellow in Business 

and Human Rights, BIICL 

 

 

 Session 4 

 

Monday 19 

October 2026 

 

Modern Slavery and Forced Labour  
 

 UK Modern Slavery Act  

 Forced labour import bans 

regulation (and guidelines)  

 

Dr. Sofia Gonzalez, 

Research Leader in 

Business, ESG & Modern 

Slavery, Bingham Centre 

for the Rule of Law, BIICL 

 

Archana Kotecha, 

Founder and CEO, 

Remedy Project  

 

Dr. Jasmine Elliott, 

Research Fellow in 

Business and Human 

Rights, BIICL 

 

 

 Session 5 

 

Monday 26 

October 2026 

  

 

Case Law 
 

 Selected developments in 

case law related to corporate 

liability for human rights and 

environmental harms  

 Selected examples of OECD 

NCP cases  

 In depth legal analysis of a 

selected case  

 

 

Melanie Jacques, Partner, 

Leigh Day 

 

Dr. Irene Pietropaoli, 

Senior Fellow in Business 

and Human Rights, BIICL 

 

 

 

Session 6 

 

Monday 2 

November 2026 

 

Climate Change Litigation   
 

 Tort law cases and Corporate 

Climate Accountability  

 Mandatory due diligence 

related cases  

 

Dr. Ivano Alogna, Senior 

Research Fellow in 

Climate Change Law, 

BIICL 

 

Dr. Jasmine Elliott, 

Research Fellow in 

https://www.biicl.org/people/irene-pietropaoli
https://www.biicl.org/people/sofia-gonzalez-de-aguinaga
https://www.remedyproject.co/archana-kotecha
https://www.leighday.co.uk/about-us/our-people/partners/melanie-jacques/
https://www.biicl.org/people/irene-pietropaoli
https://www.biicl.org/people/ivano-alogna
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 Green and climate-washing  

 

Business and Human 

Rights, BIICL 

 

 

Session 7 

 

Monday 9 

November 2026 

 

HERDD in CHARAs  

 BHR and international 

humanitarian law  

 Heightened HRDD in 

practice (Myanmar example) 

 

 

Vicky Bowman, Honorary 

Senior Fellow, BIICL 

 

Dr. Irene Pietropaoli, 

Senior Fellow in 

Business and Human 

Rights, BIICL 

 

 

Session 8 

 

Monday 16 

November 2026 

  

HREDD in Practice  

 Responsible purchasing practi

ces   

 Prioritization in practice  

 Downstream HREDD   

 

 

Dr. Irene Pietropaoli, 

Senior Fellow in Business 

and Human Rights, BIICL 

 

Dr. Jasmine Elliott, 

Research Fellow in 

Business and Human 

Rights, BIICL 

 

Daniel Schönfelder, 

Responsible Contracting 

Project (RCP)  

 

  

 

https://www.biicl.org/people/vicky-bowman
https://www.biicl.org/people/irene-pietropaoli
https://www.biicl.org/people/irene-pietropaoli
https://www.biicl.org/people/jasmine-elliott
https://www.responsiblecontracting.org/daniel-schonfelder

