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In the first quarter of 2026, a series of developments raised
profound concerns regarding compliance with the prohibition @
on the use of force and the broader stability of the international bt

Comparative Law

legal order. In particular, the actions of the US in Venezuela
What Can Be Expected of

and the outbreak of hostilities in the Middle EGST, fo||owing International Law? Contemporary
. . . Developments and the Future of the
strikes launched by the US and Israel against Iran in late International Legal Order

Event Report

February, prompted renewed scrutiny about the ability of

international law to maintain international peace and security.
While the strikes appear to have been justified by reference to
security concerns including Iran’s nuclear and ballistic missile
capabilities, they are difficult to reconcile with the prohibition
on the use of force set out in the UN Charter which only permits
the use of force in the exercise of self-defence pursuant to

Article 51 or where authorised by the UN Security Council.

These developments raise broader questions about the role of international law and its capacity to
sustain international peace and security in periods of acute geopolitical instability. In response to
these developments, the CIL held an event to discuss recent examples of international law violations
and to examine the implications of tremors in geopolitics for the future of the international legal
order. The panel considered the implications of international law violations for the general status of
the infernational legal order, the role of the US in the international legal order, the potential of
approaches of minilateralism, and developments concerning the Board of Peace. The event report
is available here.

Since the beginning of the year, we have also continued to contribute to the strengthening of
international law with discussions on specific topics. In January we held an event on a proposed
treaty on the protection of persons in the event of disasters, which the UN General Assembly intends
to elaborate and conclude by the end of 2027. This event served as the launch of a policy brief on
What can International Disaster Law Learn from Global Health Responses?, the result of our

collaboration with the University of Strathclyde and the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office. This Policy Brief sets out a range of recommendations for the negotiators of a proposed treaty
on the protection of persons in the event of disasters, which the UN General Assembly has agreed
to elaborate and conclude by the end of 2027. Given the clear linkages between disasters and
health and the recent adoption of a Pandemic Agreement, it identifies lessons that international
disaster law can take from experiences in responding to global health emergencies. In addition, in
February we held an event on the topic of compensation in the work of the International Law
Commission, chaired by the Special Rapporteur on the topic, Professor Martins Paparinskis. This
discussion will inform the ongoing work of the ILC. And finally, at a time when international law is
under threat, it was particularly fitting to host a memorial event for Lady Hazel Fox CMG KC, who


https://www.biicl.org/
https://www.biicl.org/events/12086/what-can-be-expected-of-international-law-contemporary-developments-and-the-future-of-the-international-legal-order
https://www.biicl.org/documents/204_what_can_be_expected_of_international_law.pdf
https://www.biicl.org/events/12084/what-can-international-disaster-law-learn-from-global-health-responses
https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/95041/
https://www.biicl.org/events/12081/compensation-in-the-international-law-commission

served as the Director of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law from 1982 to
1989, making history as the first female director of the Institute. In honour of her inspiring legacy,
the International & Comparative Law Quarterly has renamed its Early Career Prize as the ICLQ

Hazel Fox Early Career Prize, to be awarded on 12 May 2026 at the ICLQ Annual Lecture (you can
register to attend here).

You can read more about our recent activities in the
relevant sections of the newsletter. At the end of the

Compensation in
the Infernational

newsletter, you can also find details about some of low Conmision P08
our forthcoming events. And if you want to know

e
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more about the work of our Centre or of BIICL more
generally, please do not hesitate to get in touch with
Kristin  Hausler, Director of the Centre for

International Law.

To jump to a particular section, please click on the hyperlinks below:

e Training Courses & Teaching e Investment Treaty Law

e Business & Human Rights e Law of the Sea

e Environmental and Climate Change Law e Migration & Anti-trafficking
e  Cultural Heritage e People at the CIL

e Technology and Access to Justice e Upcoming Events

TEACHING AND TRAINING

In March, we held our inaugural Masterclass on
Advocacy before Courts and Arbitral Tribunals
with Lord Neuberger, President of BIICL and
former President of the Supreme Court of the
United Kingdom.

Recently, we have also developed intensive in-
house training. At the Equality and Human
Rights Commission, we delivered a course on
intfernational human rights law, including treaty
specific concepts. At the Foundation for International Law for the Environment (FILE), we conducted
a series of training on climate change and litigation.

If you are interested in advancing your understanding of international law, please consider joining
some of our upcoming courses:

Summer School: Law and Technology — starts 29 June 2026

Summer School: Public International Law — starts 13 July 2026

Our asynchronous online course International Investment Law and Dispute Resolution is also

accepting bookings.


https://www.linkedin.com/company/iclq-journal/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/iclq-journal/
https://www.biicl.org/events/12088/iclq-annual-lecture-human-rights-obligations-in-maritime-search-and-rescue
https://www.biicl.org/people/kristin-hausler
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https://www.biicl.org/upcoming-courses
https://www.biicl.org/events/12062/summer-school-law-and-technology
https://www.biicl.org/events/12063/summer-school-public-international-law
https://biicl.org/isds

Note that from the start of 2026, all BIICL individual members now receive a 20% discount on their
course fee. We also have a number of generous scholarship opportunities available for all of our
courses. You can find out more about our scholarships here.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to our Director of Teaching & Training, Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci to

discuss your training needs.

On 24 March 2026, we held a roundtable as part of the Business and Human Rights Forum that
discussed the possible trajectory of business and human rights regulation in the UK. While the current

UK framework remains anchored in the Modern Slavery Act 2015, recent developments signal a
shift in policy thinking. In December 2025, the UK Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner
published a model legislative proposal for mandatory human rights due diligence for companies

with turnover above £36 million. UK civil society, led by the Corporate Justice Coalition, continue to
call for a broader UK Business, Human Rights and Environment Act.

Since 2020, BIICL has advanced the debate suggesting a model based on failure to prevent
corporate human rights harms in the UK and is currently in the process of re-examining its feasibility
and business views. The roundtable reflected on these developments and examines the technical

legal elements of business and human rights regulations in the UK, addressing these guiding
questions. Founded in 2018, the Business and Human Rights Forum (formerly the 'HRDD Forum')

remains the leading membership-based platform for legal practitioners, academics, policymakers,
and other experts working at the intersection of business and human rights.

In addition to the in-house training on Climate Change Law and

above), we published a new issue of the BIICL Climate Law and :r'
Litigation Blog titled Holding the Line as the Seas Rise: Climate, /'ll\‘\
Biodiversity, and the Future of Low-lying States. This issue of the

1
Litigation that we have conducted at the London offices of FILE (see ..:S\ /Z_‘_: FI LE
S

blog, edited by Anthony Wenton, addresses highly innovative and transformative international and

domestic legal responses to the impacts of climate change on our seas, from evolutive interpretations
of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLQOS) in order to protect the marine environment
from greenhouse gas emissions, to revisiting foundational concepts of statehood in light of sea level
rise that threatens to render some small island States uninhabitable. This series includes
contributions from scholars, practitioners and judges from around the world, including an analysis
by Judge Tomas Heidar of the recent International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) Advisory
Opinion on climate change.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE

Over the past few months, Kristin Hausler has been working on the Interim Report of the ILA
Committee on the Safeguarding of Cultural Heritage in Armed Conflict, which she chairs. On this
topic, she gave an inferviewed for the daily Netherlands newspaper NRC on the looting and
destruction of cultural heritage in Ukraine and, in particular, whether this constitutes 'cultural
genocide' or not. She noted that while the destruction of heritage can occur alongside genocide,
under infernational law, genocide itself is about the physical, biological destruction of a group.
However, she further mentioned that, the widespread destruction of mosques and other cultural sites
was considered by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in order to affirm
that what happened in Srebrenica was indeed genocide, a crime that is
particularly difficult to prove, adding that the same could be true of

massacres committed in Ukraine. 3 v 5 worid
Universityl’

In addition, Kristin has confinued to disseminate the findings of her
recent co-authored monograph entitled Beyond Restitution. She gave a

guest lecture at SOAS on the topic of heritage restitution, discussing the
book’s key findings, as well as her past experience, working on
repatriation with Indigenous communities. Earlier, in February, Dr Selter,
her co-author, had the opportunity to discuss the book in Nepal, the

jurisdiction of one of the cases that were included in the study.

EE Finally, Kristin published a chapter in the Handbook on Art, Culture &

RESEARCH HANDBOCOK ON

Art, Culture and ' Heritage Law, edited by Sophie Vigneron, Janet Ulph & Antoinette Maget

Heritage Law

Dominicé. Her contribution considers whether the return of heritage
objects could be better framed within wider reconciliation efforts.
Acknowledging that the return of cultural objects can act as a powerful
symbol of reclaimed identity and support the redress of past wrongs, her
chapter frames heritage return within the context of transitional justice
within the Canadian context, including in particular the work of its Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, as well as the unique integration of the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples within
local policy at the provincial level.

TECHNOLOGY AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE

Our work on how smart technology can help address the justice gap | e

and the report Bridging the Justice Gap — How Smart Technology Can P
Support Access to Legal Advice for Underserved Communities has

informed the development of a white paper by EdenReach (which had
commissioned the research) on the role of technology and ethical
capital in accelerating access to justice. This white paper makes the case
that ‘solving the justice gap will require collaboration between funders,
technologists, regulators and local practitioners to make the most of
emerging technologies combined with more robust, locally available,
scalable legal infrastructure to ensure the allocation of ethical capital is

mobilised into investible assets for social and environmental causes’.
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INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE

We are pleased to report that Dr Kateryna Busol has

been awarded the prestigious 2025 Journal of
JOURNAL OF International Criminal Justice (JICJ) Prize for her article,
INTERNATIONAL E . Gend tent R to Conflict
CRIMINAL JUSTICE nsuring Gender-competent Responses to Conflict-

related Male Sexual Violence in Russia's Aggression

against Ukraine, which was the result of the research she
conducted while a British Academy fellow at BIICL. The
award recognizes her significant contribution to international criminal law, focusing on gendered
aspects of conflict-related sexual violence.

We are also delighted to announce that, in February, SOAS agreed to support further research to
mainstream the pioneering work of the UN War Crimes Commission (UNWCC) in contemporary
international legal practice. The UNWCC was a body of world-leading legal experts that assisted
Allied States in the 1940s to bring thousands of prosecutions against Axis personnel for their roles
in atrocity crimes perpetrated during WWII and the Holocaust. The project will explore the archives
of this Commission in order to produce a series of written outputs and training sessions on the
relevance of the expert opinion and practice of the UNWCC and its Member States for contemporary
efforts to secure accountability for international crimes, with a particular focus on the issues of
universal jurisdiction and immunities of State officials.

INVESTMENT TREATY LAW

On 10 March, the Investment Treaty
Forum and Cooley launched a new study
on technology disputes and investment
treaty arbitration. The study examines how

regulatory measures  affecting  the
technology sector intersect with investment
treaty protections, focusing on challenges

in defining ‘investment’ for digital and
platform-based businesses, jurisdictional
guestions arising from intangible and cross-border assets, and the potential for such measures to
give rise fo investor-State disputes. It highlights emerging legal trends and draws on case law to
assess how arbitration frameworks are adapting to the evolving digital economy.

The launch brought together leading figures from academia and practice, including Tomoko
Ishikawa, Charlie Lightfoot, Yarik Kryvoi and Juan Nascimbene, who discussed the study’s key
findings and broader implications. The discussion explored how technology-related regulation is
reshaping investment disputes, the challenges tribunals face in applying traditional treaty concepts
to digital assets, and the growing importance of arbitration in resolving disputes in an increasingly
digitalised global economy.


https://www.biicl.org/people/kateryna-busol
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LAW OF THE SEA

In February, Dr Constantinos Yiallourides gave a presentation on Technology Transfer under the

1994 Implementation Agreement at the webinar organised by the Enterprise of the International
Seabed Authority (ISA) for Member States to discuss latest developments in environmental
monitoring technologies, technology transfer arrangements, and the evolving mandate of the
Enterprise.

1994 AGREEMENT RELATING TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PART XI OF UNCLOS

SECTION 5. TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY

The Evolutionary Mandate of the O

Enterprise: Legal Framework and Pe. 1. In addition to the provisions of article 144 of the Convention, transfer of technology for the purposes of

Environmental Technology Assessment Part X1 shall be governed by the following principles

AGENDA (a) The Enterprise, and developing States wishing to obtain decp scabed mining technology, shall
seek to obtain such technology on { able commercial terms and conditions on the

Time PRESENTER open market, or through jo

800

G (b) If the Enterprise or developing States are unable to obtain decp seabed mining technology,
805 v S the Authority may request all or any of the contractors and their respective sponsoring Statc or
Session I: The Legal . se - States to cooperate with it in facilitating the acquisition of deep seabed mining technology by the
Enterprise or its joint venture, or by a developing State or States secking to acquite such

p technology on fair and reasonable commercial terms and conditions, consistent with the effective
30 s . protection of intellectual property rights. States Parties undertake to cooperate fully and

. effectively with the Authority for this purpose and to ensure that contractors sponsored by them
also cooperate fully with the Authority;

810

(¢) As a general rule, States Parties shall promote international technical and scientific
cooperation with regard (o activities in the Area either between the parties concemed or by
developing training, technical assistance and scientific cooperation programmes in marine
science and technology and the protection and preservation of the marine environment

2. The provisions of Annex 11l article 5, of the Convention shall not apply.

Dr Yiallourides also gave a presentation on Compulsory Dispute Settlement under the BBNJ
Agreement at the BBNJ Roundtable Seminar in recognition of the BBNJ Agreement Entering into
Force, organised by the National University of Athens and the World Maritime University—-Sasakawa
Global Ocean Institute (WMU-GOI).

Taylor & Frand
, o o s emomn amrous Torar
Finally, Dr Yiallourides’ latest publication in ~———
Ocean Development & International Law, Cross-Border CO, Transport and Storage Networks in
together with Professor Proelss and Dr Westmark E“’:’Pe I""°”9h “Arrangements” under the London
rotocol

(University of Hamburg), explores the legal

Constantinos Yiallourides*® (@, Lennart Westmark® and Alexander Proelss

reg | me relah n g TO Cross- bO rder C02 fI’CI nSpO r‘f *School of Law, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia; *British Institute of International & Comparative

Law, London, United Kingdom; Faculty of Law, University of Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany

and storage networks in Europe.

MIGTRATION, LABOUR RIGHTS AND ANTI-TRAFFICKING

In the first months of the year, we continued our work on the dissemination of the second edition of
Immigration Detention and the Rule of Law: Safeguarding Principles. The Handbook, the result of a

cross-centre collaboration between CIL and the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law, articulates
Safeguarding Principles that set clear limits on the exercise of powers of immigration detention, while
also seeking to ensure the dignity of persons detained under these powers. It proceeds from the
understanding that any form of detention without such clear limits poses serious challenges to
human rights and the rule of law. This Handbook is intended to inform the work of a wide audience,
including policymakers, legal practitioners, judges and civil society actors working in this area.
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Georgia Greville and Jean-Pierre Gauci published an article in a
symposium of AJIL Unbound on “The Challenges and Prospects of Novel
Types of Business and Human Rights Litigation.” The article, entitled The
Role(s) Played by Trade Unions in Strategic Litigation Against Digital
Labor Platforms, examines the role(s) played by trade unions in initiating,
conducting, and supporting strategic litigation aimed at clarifying the
status and rights of workers in the platform economy. It considers how
union involvement can shape the outcomes of such cases and the
broader benefits this engagement brings. Drawing upon cases from
A]IL jurisdictions around the world, the discussion identifies both the

opportunities and the challenges encountered by unions in pursuing

strategic litigation of this kind. The analysis concludes that trade unions
have a pivotal role to play in efforts to secure better recognition of, and working conditions for,
platform workers through litigation. They possess the resources, expertise, and collective power
needed to challenge entrenched business models and structural asymmetries in the platform
economy, making them key drivers of systemic change through litigation. The article builds on work
undertaken through a number of projects on platform work litigation - work that we're looking to
develop further in the coming months and years so please watch this space and reach out to us if
this is something you are interested in engaging with us on.

Jean-Pierre Gauci has also published a chapter in the Routledge Handbook on Peripheralisation in
European Studies. Under the title of ‘Peripheralization and the Law: Notes on a fraught relationship’
Dr Gauci explores some of the processes through which the law pushes individuals, communities
and States to the periphery of its own protection(s) - causing, informing, exacerbating and, in limited
contexts, mitigating the impacts of that peripheralization. The chapter draws on reflections from
research undertaken at the CIL over many years, including in the fields of migration, labour and
trafficking and more widely human rights. It builds on a presentation delivered in 2023 at Notre
Dame University.

PEOPLE AT THE CIL

Professor Roman Petrov was invited to join the Advisory Board of Common
Market Law Review. He also recently joined the Expert Board at the

Constitutional Court of Ukraine where he provides expertise on EU law and
impact of EU accession on the legal system of Ukraine. Finally, in February,
he was interviewed by Professor Sara Poli (University of Pisa, Italy) on current

challenges of Ukraine’s accession to the EU https://eulawlive.com/podcast/.

In January, Anthony Wenton was invited by Regent’s University London to

take up the position of Visiting Lecturer in Public International Law. This is an
exciting period in the University’s development as they embark upon
establishing a new Law department and Anthony has been tasked with
developing and teaching a new PIL curriculum.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Maritime Delimitation: Safeguarding Predictability and Enhancing Equitableness - 21 April 2026

ELI UK-Hub Event Shaping the Future - Digital Assets and Artificial Intelligence in Legal Practice - 22
April 2026

Impacts on Rightsholders of Human Rights Due Diligence and Forced Labour Trade Ban Laws - 28
April 2026

Countering ISDS Claims: Old Tensions and New Defences - 30 April 2026
From Transposition to Transformation: Designing and Enforcing Effective National HREDD Laws - 8
May 2026

ICLQ Annual Lecture: ‘Human Rights Obligations in Maritime Search and Rescue’ - 12 May 2026

Forty-Fifth ITF Public Conference: The ILC Articles on State Responsibility at 25: Role in International
Investment Law and ISDS - 22 May 2026

Note also that the London Conference on International Law 2026 will take place on 1-2 October.
Book your spot now to avoid disappointment!

We hope to see you soon at our forthcoming events or training courses, in person or online!

Stay tuned for our next newsletter, which will be out in July 2026
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