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The legal conference “Supply Chain Law: Beyond the Omnibus - Future Perspectives
and Developments”, held at the BSP Business and Law School in Berlin on 7
November 2025, provided an in-depth analysis of the latest legal developments in EU
and national legislation regarding sustainability and supply chain regulation with
interesting presentations from leading academics and practitioners in this field. The
conference which was organized by RISE Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg,
Westfalische Hochschule, BSP Business & Law School Berlin and the British Institute
of International and Comparative Law was structured in four panels with
interdisciplinary discussions that followed each presentation panel.

During the first panel, Eva Riite (Senior Associate, Graf von Westphalen) gave a
precise overview over the latest developments in EU legislation concerning the
CSDDD, the amending “Omnibus” proposals, the EUDR and the first draft of
amendments of the German Supply Chain Act (LkSG) while also providing her valuable
perspective from her practice as a legal advisor on green trade issues. Daniel
Schonfelder (Partner, blue marble legal and Lead European Legal Advisor,
Responsible Contracting Project) explained important learnings from the LkSG and
CSDDD from a practitioners’ view. His analysis highlighted positively that the current
national and European supply chain legislation is being taken seriously and has had a
growing impact on companies and international suppliers, leading to developing good
practices of some major firms and a productive dialogue between state officials,
companies and NGOs. Yet, he stressed the importance of due diligence practices on
the ground to prevent human rights due diligence from becoming ineffective office
paperwork.

The second panel discussed artificial intelligence and software solutions for the
implementation of due diligence obligations. Dr. Klaas Eller (University of Amsterdam)
analysed the digital requlatory infrastructures of sustainability due diligence and
explained that Al can facilitate the mapping of supply chains, the conduction of risk
analyses and stakeholder engagement tools (e.g. by helping with the production of
effective questionnaires, the selection of respondents and the analysis of the
responses). Dr. Eller argued still that actual engagement on the ground is necessary
for effective due diligence and which could not be entirely replaced by Al or digitalized
solutions. Thibaud Herrmann (Osapiens) talked from a practical perspective on the
different software solutions for sustainability due diligence to manage legal criteria
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coming from CSRD, LkSG and EUDR and discussed the creation of a digital product
passport.

In the third panel, Tonio Friedmann (Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg) gave a
presentation on the different legal frameworks for stakeholder engagement analysing
international soft law standards (e.g. UNGP, OECD Guidelines for MNEs), the German
LkSG and the CSDDD including the Omnibus proposals that would likely affect the
scope and timing of stakeholder engagement obligations. This academic analysis was
followed by Ben Vanpeperstraete (Senior EU Adviser at Anti-Slavery International) who
presented the practice of stakeholder engagement from a civil society perspective. He
highlighted a number of difficulties that representatives face in stakeholder
engagement, including selecting the right union group for an adequate stakeholder
representation and the factual power asymmetry in stakeholder consultations.

The final panel focused on the related legal field of Sustainable Finance. Prof. Dr.
Eckart Bueren (University of Gottingen) analysed current developments in green
finance and its relations to supply chain regulation. His presentation focused on the
applicability of supply chain regulation to the financial sector, on the reliability of
sustainable finance and the risks of greenwashing, the anti-ESG-legislation in the USA
and on green bonds. He criticised general German legal doctrines on prospectus
information liability which are not yet able to consider a non-sustainable development
of a financial product as a damage — and proposed to academically reconsider the
doctrines in question. This panel was concluded by Konstantin Mann (Policy Analyst,
OECD Centre for Responsible Business Conduct who explained the recent OECD
study “Behind ESG ratings. Unpacking sustainability metrics”, its methodology and
possible implications for policy makers and standard setters.



https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/635531.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/635531.html
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2025/02/behind-esg-ratings_4591b8bb/3f055f0c-en.pdf

