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Course outline:

This is an inaugural course on transitional justice at the British Institute of International
and Comparative Law (BIICL). It will approach the traditional “pillars” of transitional
justice — prosecutions, truth-telling, reparations and guarantees of non-repetition —in a
holistic and context-nuanced manner. The course will investigate the timing, guiding
principles and instruments that are relevant for all mentioned transitional justice
dimensions and make them a harmonised whole, for a particular context, in a particular

fime.

Throughout five sessions, participants will expand their understanding of a “transition”
and instances, when certain transitional justice steps can and should be implemented
while an armed conflict or atrocity situation is still ongoing. The course will discuss
survivor involvement in the design and implementation of transitional justice measures,
especially reparations. The sessions will analyse how some structural steps such as
vetting of the judiciary and investigations of corporate implication in human rights
violations are key for nuanced reckoning and redress. Participants will also explore how
traditional justice initiatives could make responses to atrocities more sustainable and
embraced by affected societies. All sessions will emphasise the indispensability of the
underlying gender-competence and the guiding ethos of prevention for all transitional
|ustice measures.

By the end of the course, participants will:

e Understand the spectrum of contexts, in which transitional justice initiatives can
be launched;



e Realise the roles of various actors involved in designing and implementing
transitional justice measures;

e Distinguish various types of reparations for atrocity survivors and the role of
urgent interim reparations for them;

e Understand corporate culpability in human rights violations and the way it can
be addressed in transitional contexts;

e Gain awareness of different cultural contexts and how they can support
sustainable in- and post-conflict transformations;

e Realise the crucial role of women and minority groups in advancing transitional
justice, including for the core purpose of preventing potential atrocity situations.

Course topics and trainers:

1. Transitional justice: framework, timing and varied accountability lenses
(13 April 2026, 10:00-12:00 UK time):

e Dr Kateryna Busol, BIICL, National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy:
transitional justice overview, timing, criminal accountability;

e Prof Anita Ferrara, Assistant Professor, Irish Center for Human Rights:
truth-seeking initiatives and their correlation with prosecutions and wider
redress.

2. “Nothing for us without us”: victims’ and survivors’ agency in developing
transitional justice and the crucial role of reparations (20 April 2026, 10:00-
12:00 UK time):

e Natia Navrouzov, Executive Director, Yazda: survivors’ guiding role in the

design and implementation of transitional justice measures;

3. Gender-competence as an underlying principle of transitional justice measures
and a key to prevention (27 April 2027, 10:00-12:00 UK time):

e Kelli Muddell, Deputy Programs Director, International Center for
Transitional Justice.

4. Duty to prosecute international crimes, amnesties and peace agreements
(11 May 2026, 10:00-12:00 UK time)


https://www.biicl.org/people/kateryna-busol
https://www.ictj.org/about/kelli-muddell

e Dr Kateryna Busol, BIICL, National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy:
duty to prevent and prosecute international crimes and serious human
rights violations;

5. Key arbiters and perpetrators: the reform of the judiciary and responses to
corporate human rights abuses in transitional contexts (18 May 2026, 10:00-
12:00 UK time):

e Dr Irene Pietropaoli, BIICL: transitional justice responses to corporate
human rights abuses;



https://www.biicl.org/people/kateryna-busol
https://www.biicl.org/people/irene-pietropaoli

