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The year began with a clear breach of international law as a permanent member of the Security 

Council captured Venezuelan President Maduro, violating the UN Charter by conducting a military 

operation on foreign soil without authorisation. This challenges the longstanding foundation of 

global peace and security. However, the true impact lies in the responses to such violations. Similar 

to domestic law, international law is often broken, but it persists unless there is a lack of reaction to 

these breaches. It is crucial that other states address and respond to such violations in order to 

uphold the principles of international law and ensure global stability for all.  

 

The Centre for International Law at BIICL remains, more than ever, committed to promoting 

international law to support peace and security around the globe. Over the past few months, we 

have hosted meaningful discussions to advance international law and identify ways to strengthen its 

functioning.  
 

To mark the 80th anniversary of the 

establishment of the Security Council, with the 

support of Withers, we gathered a panel of 

experts to discuss the ongoing challenges 

associated with the use of the veto and explore 

the potential necessity for reforms to enable this 

institution to effectively fulfil its role as the 

guardian of international peace and security. 

Panellists reflected on the findings of the 

recently published book entitled Empowering 

the UN Security Council: Reforms to Address 

Modern Threats, which was co-edited by 

Floriane Lavaud and Mona Ali Khalil. The panel discussion, chaired by Professor Dapo Akande, was 

preceded by the screening of The Veto, a documentary by Tim Slade, and a keynote address by His 

Excellency Dr José Ramos-Horta, President of Timor-Leste.  

 

The FA Mann lecture, organised by Herbert Smith 

Freehills Kramer, was chaired by The Rt Hon. the 

Baroness Hale of Richmond DBE and given by 

Professor Philippe Sands KC,  who addressed this 

‘rampant lawlessness’ while also reminding us that 

“the vast majority of the rules of international law 

continue to be respected and to operate and apply 

in a manner that is fully effective.”  
 

Our Annual Weinrebe Annual lecture, supported 

by Debevoise & Plimpton, was chaired by 

https://www.biicl.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=my-Kp6S58AY&t=2443s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99DgPaAKzhI&t=17s
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/nov/19/international-law-assault-rules-destruction-trump
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGetpxrLyY0


2 

 

Samantha Rowe and given by Sir Tim Eicke KC, outgoing UK 

Judge at the European Court of Human Rights, who provided 

a strong defence of the role of the Strasbourg Court, 

highlighting not only the significant human rights advances it 

generated at the domestic level but also the many 

misrepresentations that lead to calls for withdrawal. With 

regard to inter-state proceedings, he underlined how the 

Strasbourg Court “comprehensively engaged with the 

question of Russia’s responsibility as a matter of international 

law for the human rights violations” that occurred in armed 

conflicts, adding that “it is difficult to see how it can 

legitimately be said the Convention or the Court have 

outlived their usefulness and are no longer fit for purpose.” 

 

With regard to international law, we have 

also witnessed the growing impact that 

Small States have on its development and 

on ensuring its continued implementation. 

In November, along with the Institute of 

Small and Micro States and WilmerHale, 

we once again co-convened an annual 

conference exploring the unique 

challenges and opportunities faced by 

small States in international law. This 

conference also marked the 10 year 

anniversary of these conferences and 

provided an opportunity to re-visit some of 

the topics discussed over the years: experts discussed pressing legal issues affecting small States 

across areas such as climate change, trade, dispute resolution, and global governance.  

 

In addition to a busy events calendar, we also finalised various projects with the publication of 

reports on the following topics: 
 

 Mixed Disputes in International Dispute Settlement  

 Annulment of Investor-State Arbitration Awards in Domestic Courts 

 Immigration Detention and the Rule of Law 

 Technology Mediated Migration Management  

 Smart-technologies and Access to Justice  

 Labour exploitation in Cuban Foreign Medical Missions  

 

You can read more about these reports in the relevant sections of the newsletter.  

 

If you want to know more about the work of our Centre or of BIICL more in general, do not hesitate 

to get in touch with Kristin Hausler, Director of the Centre for International and BIICL Interim co-

Director.  

 

At the end of the newsletter, you can find details about some of our forthcoming events! 

 

https://www.biicl.org/events/12060/small-states-big-futures-a-decade-of-dialogue
https://www.biicl.org/events/12060/small-states-big-futures-a-decade-of-dialogue
https://www.biicl.org/people/kristin-hausler
https://www.biicl.org/people/kristin-hausler
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To jump to a particular section, please click on the hyperlinks below: 

 

 Training Courses & Teaching 

 Business & Human Rights 

 Environmental and Climate Change Law 

 Cultural Heritage  

 Cyber Operations 

 Human Rights  

 International Disaster Law 

 Investment Treaty Law 

 Law of the Sea 

 Migration & Anti-trafficking 

 People at the CIL 

 Upcoming Events 

 

TRAINING COURSES AND TEACHING 
 

In addition to our short courses, we held a Legal 

Training and Technology Workshop in October, 

focusing on the evolving landscape of legal 

education and professional competence for 

lawyers. It opened with a keynote conversation 

between Professor Diana Laurillard (UCL 

Knowledge Lab) and Professor Yarik Kryvoi (BIICL), 

setting the stage for an engaging exploration of 

how technology is reshaping legal training.  
 

Participants had the opportunity to engage with 

thought leaders and peers on key themes including the integration of technological tools in legal 

education, striking the right balance between practical skills and substantive legal knowledge, and 

adapting to regulatory changes affecting legal practice. Topics included the training of lawyers and 

the use of artificial intelligence (AI) in developing legal competencies.  

 

A new programme of short courses for 2026 is now available to book: 
 

Short Course: International Migration and Refugee Law – starts 13 April 2026 

Short Course: Transitional Justice: Law and Practice - starts 13 April 2026 

Short Course: Climate Change Law - starts 15 April 2026 

Short Course: Cyber Operations and International Law - starts 16 April 2026 

Short Course: Foundations of Public International Law - starts 16 April 2026 

Short Course: International Trade Law - starts 17 April 2026 

Short Course: International Labour Law - starts 1 June 2026 

Summer School: Law and Technology – starts 29 June 2026 

Summer School: Public International Law – starts 13 July 2026 

International Investment Law and Dispute Resolution - asynchronous online course  

 

From the start of 2026 all BIICL individual members will now receive a 20% discount on their course 

fee. We also have a number of generous scholarship opportunities available for all of our courses. 

You can find out more about our scholarships here.  

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to our Director of Teaching & Training, Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci to 

discuss your training needs.  

https://www.biicl.org/events/12035/legal-training-and-technology-workshop
https://www.biicl.org/events/12035/legal-training-and-technology-workshop
https://www.biicl.org/events/12061/short-course-international-migration-and-refugee-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12072/short-course-transitional-justice-law-and-practice
https://www.biicl.org/events/12071/short-course-climate-change-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12080/short-course-cyber-operations-and-international-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12075/short-course-foundations-of-public-international-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12073/short-course-international-trade-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12077/short-course-international-labour-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12062/summer-school-law-and-technology
https://www.biicl.org/events/12063/summer-school-public-international-law
https://biicl.org/isds
https://www.biicl.org/scholarships
https://www.biicl.org/people/jean-pierre-gauci
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BUSINESS & HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

On 7 November 2025, we hosted, together with the 

Westphalian University of Applied Sciences, the Research 

Institute for Sustainable Economic Law (RISE) at Martin 

Luther University Halle-Wittenberg and BSP Business & 

Law School Berlin, a joint conference on current issues in 

supply chain law. In addition to providing insight into the 

current status of the Omnibus process and its impact on 

the CSDDD and the German supply Chain Act (LkSG), 

the conference addressed topics including the role of 

artificial intelligence and software solutions in fulfilling 

due diligence obligations, the effective involvement of 

stakeholders in the decision-making processes of 

companies that are in-scope and the influence of 

sustainable finance on corporate behaviour. 

  

On 9 December 2025, we held a roundtable to present the initial findings from our comparative 

study Human rights in global supply chains: Measuring the effectiveness of home state regulatory 

models on corporate behaviour and invited reflections and feedback from key stakeholders — 

including policymakers, companies, civil society organisations, and academics — to inform the next 

phase of the research.   
 

On 15 December 2025, we hosted the 2025 

Business and Human Rights Forum Annual 

Conference. The conference explored the 

increasingly complex and fragmented legal 

landscape that shapes corporate 

responsibilities for human rights and the 

environment. It examined both conflicting 

and complementary legal regimes across 

jurisdictions, with a focus on jurisdictional 

tensions, enforcement challenges, and the 

expanding reach of domestic and 

supranational instruments. Key themes included the influence of evolving international climate 

jurisprudence on corporate human rights expectations, how the growing body of business and 

human rights regulation and enforcement confronts the conflict of laws doctrine, the risk of 

fragmented liability under the CSDDD, the UK's implementation of business and human rights 

regulation forced labour import bans, and the potential of a 'failure to prevent' model. These 

complementary frameworks are reshaping how transnational companies implement due diligence 

and how governments enforce regulation, often resulting in legal uncertainty, contradictory 

obligations, and strategic litigation practices. 

 

Founded in 2018, the Business and Human Rights Forum (formerly the 'HRDD Forum') remains the 

leading membership-based platform for legal practitioners, academics, policymakers, and other 

experts working at the intersection of business and human rights. 

  

https://www.biicl.org/events/12049/supply-chain-law-beyond-the-omnibus-future-perspectives-and-developments
https://www.biicl.org/events/12049/supply-chain-law-beyond-the-omnibus-future-perspectives-and-developments
https://www.biicl.org/projects/human-rights-in-global-supply-chains-measuring-the-effectiveness-of-home-state-regulatory-models-on-corporate-behaviour
https://www.biicl.org/projects/human-rights-in-global-supply-chains-measuring-the-effectiveness-of-home-state-regulatory-models-on-corporate-behaviour
https://www.biicl.org/events/12065/2025-business-and-human-rights-forum-annual-conference
https://www.biicl.org/events/12065/2025-business-and-human-rights-forum-annual-conference
https://www.biicl.org/events/12065/2025-business-and-human-rights-forum-annual-conference
https://www.biicl.org/bhrforum
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE CHANGE LAW 

In October, we advanced discussions on global environmental adjudication. Dr Ivano Alogna, 

Anthony Wenton, and Crisela Bernardino, convened an expert workshop on Designing an 

International Environmental Court, jointly organised with the Climate Governance Commission and 

the International Environment Court (IEC) Coalition. The working session brought together leading 

experts to examine key institutional design choices, including jurisdiction, standing, remedies, and 

enforcement mechanisms for a prospective International Environmental Court. The discussions held 

during the workshop will inform our forthcoming research in the area. 

Shortly afterwards, Dr Alogna was an invited speaker at the symposium on Climate Global 

Governance Reform, co-convened by the Fiker Institute in collaboration with the Climate 

Governance Commission in Dubai, where he discussed ‘The Road Toward an International 

Environmental Court’, outlining pathways for reform and the role of adjudication in strengthening 

climate governance. In November, he delivered a keynote lecture at the University of Genoa on the 

role of climate advisory opinions in international law and their potential to reshape corporate 

responsibility and accountability frameworks. During the Climate Law & Governance Day held in 

the context of the UNFCCC COP30 in Brazil, Dr Alogna participated as a panelist in the session 

‘Advisory Opinions on Climate Change: Repercussions for the Private Sector and their Lawyers’. 

Organised by a broad coalition including the Brazilian Bar Association (OAB/RS), the International 

Bar Association, the American Bar Association, BIICL, and academic and professional partners, the 

panel explored how advisory opinions are reinforcing strategic climate litigation against companies 

and altering the legal landscape for corporate actors. 

Also in November, Mr Wenton and Dr Alogna delivered a session on climate change litigation as 

part of the short course on Cross-Border Commercial Dispute Resolution, jointly developed by BIICL 

and the University of Lausanne. The session focused on emerging trends in climate litigation, 

procedural strategies, and the transnational dimensions of climate-related disputes. 

Later that month, Georgia Greville and Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci participated in a workshop entitled 

‘Human Rights and the Green Transition: Ensuring Justice for All’ convened by the Asian Yearbook 

of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law. Their presentation on ‘Trade Agreements and the Just 

Transition: Human Rights Implications of Sustainability Provisions’ explored the interaction of trade 

agreements, environmental provisions and labour provisions, highlighting the need for a  

comprehensive, integrated approach that places environmental and labour standards as mutually 

reinforcing and not in competition with each other.   

In December, Dr Alogna participated as a panelist in the colloquium celebrating the 50th 

anniversary of the Master 2 in Environmental Law, jointly organised by Université Paris 1 Panthéon-

Sorbonne and Université Paris 2 Panthéon-Assas. His contribution examined the circulation of legal 

models as a structuring principle of global environmental law, highlighting the role of comparative 

law, international law and transnational legal dialogue in shaping global environmental 

governance. 

 

https://www.biicl.org/people/ivano-alogna
https://www.biicl.org/people/anthony-wenton
https://www.biicl.org/people/crisela-bernardino
https://www.biicl.org/people/georgia-greville
https://www.biicl.org/people/jean-pierre-gauci
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CULTURAL HERITAGE 

In November, the book output of our 

Leverhulme-funded project, a co-authored 

monograph entitled Beyond Restitution was 

formally launched at the Embassy of Chile. 

Opening remarks were given by Her Excellency 

Professor Ximena Fuentes, Ambassador of Chile 

to the United Kingdom, Eve Salomon CBE, 

Chair of the Board of Trustees at BIICL, and 

Alexander Herman, Director of the Institute of 

Art and Law. This was followed by presentations 

by the authors, Kristin Hausler and Elke Selter, 

and a discussion moderated by Catalina 

Herrera Acuña. The book presents previously 

unheard insights into the return of cultural objects and considers what happens to these objects once 

they are returned. By doing so, it offers possible lessons to be learnt for future returns. The book has 

now been made available in an Open Access format by Hart Bloomsbury. 

In December, Kristin Hausler spoke at the Council of Europe to 

discuss the initiative of Yevheniia Kravchuk, Member of the 

Ukrainian Parliament, on the issue of cultural erasure. The 

session was a follow-up of Resolution 2558 (2024) and 

Recommendation 2280 (2024). Along with Tetyana Berezhna, 

Deputy Prime Minister for Humanitarian Policy of Ukraine, and 

Chiara Dezzi Bardeschi, Head of the Unesco Office in Ukraine, 

she discussed how some of the points raised in these instruments 

could be taken further, including those pertaining to 

compensation for cultural loss, as well as recovery and 

reconstruction.  

 

Also in December, Kristin chaired a timely panel on 

the question of refuges for cultural property at 

UNESCO which was supported by Switzerland. In his 

opening remarks, Ambassador Benedikt Wechsler 

referred to the extensive experience of Switzerland in 

this area. Indeed, its legal framework is one of the 

few which expressly provides for the establishment of 

refuges for cultural property located in countries at 

war, or in other situations of emergencies. Each 

panelist brought a fascinating perspective, with Marju 

Reismaa talking about Estonia's preparedness measures including an agreement to safeguard 

prioritised cultural property abroad; Shadia Abdrabo sharing powerful before / after images of the 

impact the ongoing war has on Sudanese heritage; Gala-Alexa Amagat presenting the broad range 

of initiatives that ALIPH - International alliance for the protection of heritage supports, including the 

work of local experts in caring for their collections abroad; and Marie-Lys Marguerite detailing the 

experience of the Musée du Louvre Conservation Centre which has been designated as a 'reserve-

refuge' for French and foreign collections. This panel marked the start of further work on the topic, 

with an in-depth study soon underway, as well as another event planned for 2027. 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/beyond-restitution-9781509982523/
https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/monograph?docid=b-9781509982554
https://www.biicl.org/people/kristin-hausler
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yevheniia-kravchuk-19925827b/
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/33685/html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tetyana-berezhna/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chiara-dezzi-bardeschi-59b8a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chiara-dezzi-bardeschi-59b8a0/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unesco/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unesco/
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-strengthens-global-action-countries-protect-cultural-properties-event-armed-conflict
https://www.linkedin.com/in/benedikt-wechsler-5a778944/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marju-reismaa-12a9474/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marju-reismaa-12a9474/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shadia-abdrabo-b553b831b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/galaalexaamagat/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aliphfoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marie-lys-marguerite-48757b1b8/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/musee-du-louvre/
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CYBER OPERATIONS 

In November, Dr Jack Kenny presented his report Sovereignty and 

its Relation to Primary Rules of International Law at the UK Foreign, 

Commonwealth and Development Office. The Report examines 

underlying normative issues pertaining to the status and function 

of sovereignty and its relation to primary rules of international law. 

The report is based on extensive engagement with experts and 

practitioners in public international law, including a survey, semi-

structured interviews, and roundtable discussions. This research is 

particularly relevant for discussions among states about the 

application of international law to new technologies.  

 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

Access to Justice  

In October, we published a report on how smart technology can 

help address the justice gap. Bridging the Justice Gap – How 

Smart Technology Can Support Access to Legal Advice for 

Underserved Communities addresses the critical need for 

understanding and improving access to legal services for under-

served communities, outlining some of the opportunities and 

challenges for smart technologies, including artificial intelligence 

(AI), as tools for enhanced access to justice for all. The report 1) 

maps communities underserved by legal services; 2) identifies the 

stakeholders involved in addressing some of those gaps; and 

finally 3) considers how smart technologies can facilitate the 

work of such entities in bridging the justice gap as well as the 

obstacles that must be addressed. The report was authored by 

Iris Anastasiadou and Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci and was the output 

of research commissioned by Edenreach.  

Labour Exploitation 

In December, we published the findings of our project on forced 

labour in Cuban Foreign Medical Missions (CFMM). The CFMM 

programme has been the flagship initiative of the Cuban 

Government for decades, recruiting and deploying thousands of 

health professionals abroad and integrating international students 

into its medical training system.  The benefits of this programme, 

which is part of Cuba's medical internationalism strategy, have 

been praised by Cuba and beneficiary countries alike, as it 

supports host States' efforts to ensure healthcare is provided in 

areas where it may be difficult to guarantee those services without 

such missions. Yet Cuban doctors, who are part of those missions 

and a range of stakeholders, including United Nations (UN) 

experts, civil society organisations and journalists, have raised 

concerns about the working and living conditions of those doctors. 

https://www.biicl.org/people/jack-kenny
https://www.biicl.org/publications/sovereignty-and-its-relation-to-primary-rules-of-international-law
https://www.biicl.org/publications/sovereignty-and-its-relation-to-primary-rules-of-international-law
https://www.biicl.org/projects/beyond-theoretical-differences-on-international-law-identifying-common-ground-among-states-on-unlawful-behaviour-in-cyberspace
https://www.biicl.org/projects/bridging-the-justice-gap-how-smart-technology-can-support-access-to-legal-advice-for-underserved-communities
https://www.biicl.org/projects/bridging-the-justice-gap-how-smart-technology-can-support-access-to-legal-advice-for-underserved-communities
https://www.biicl.org/projects/bridging-the-justice-gap-how-smart-technology-can-support-access-to-legal-advice-for-underserved-communities
https://www.biicl.org/publications/combatting-forced-labour-in-cuban-foreign-medical-missions
https://www.biicl.org/publications/combatting-forced-labour-in-cuban-foreign-medical-missions
https://www.biicl.org/publications/sovereignty-and-its-relation-to-primary-rules-of-international-law-event-report
https://www.biicl.org/projects/bridging-the-justice-gap-how-smart-technology-can-support-access-to-legal-advice-for-underserved-communities
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Those concerns point towards practices amounting to exploitation of Cuban medical personnel as 

well as coercive and retaliatory measures against those who denounce these practices or seek to 

leave the missions.  

The outputs published in December present research on the international human and labour rights 

standards with which CFMMs should align, as a basis for recommendations to Cuba, host countries 

and civil society. The findings are presented through a main report entitled: 'Cuban Foreign Medical 

Missions: Challenges and Opportunities Through the Lens of International Human Rights and 

Labour Standards’, a literature review, and a first of its kind analysis of the bilateral agreements that 

underpin cooperation on these missions.  

 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
 

On 5 November, Dr Kateryna Busol participated in 

the Parliamentary Roundtable on ‘Holistic Justice for 

Sexual Violence Victims in Russia’s Aggression’, 

convened by MP Jessica Asato. Kateryna analysed 

the dynamics of conflict-related sexual violence 

(CRSV) committed by Russian troops and occupying 

authorities against Ukrainian civilians and POWs. 

She discussed the gendered patterns of these 

crimes, explained that the majority of CRSV victims 

in detention were men and stressed the need for 

holistic justice, which includes prosecutions but also 

reparations for survivors and their families. 

Kateryna called for particular attention and support 

to children born out of Russians’ sexual violence.  

 

In late November, a new round of peace-seeking efforts surfaced 

Russia’s alleged request for amnesties for conflict-related 

atrocities in Ukraine. With the grim symbolism, this demand 

appeared on the 80th anniversary of the main Nuremberg trial - 

which prosecuted the very same horrors, for which the Kremlin 

now seeks impunity. Kateryna Busol responded to these 

developments with an analysis for Just Security, explaining why 

history and international law prohibit amnesties for Russian war 

crimes - and obligate all law-abiding nations to ensure justice.  

 

In December, together with the Robert H. Jackson 

Center and the International Nuremberg 

Principles Academy, we held an event to mark the 

80th anniversary of the commencement of the 

Nuremberg Trials. The panel discussion, which 

was sponsored by 9BR Chambers and SOAS 

University, focused on the continued importance 

of the precedents set by the Nuremberg Trials, 

and the resulting Nuremberg Principles, for the 

global struggle against impunity today. In 

Photo: Jessica Asato (c) 

https://www.biicl.org/people/kateryna-busol
https://members.parliament.uk/member/5156/contact
https://www.ft.com/content/44d1c236-2a47-48e2-8638-0153db9e6a4b?accessToken=zwAGRB4po2Jokc9E0cI2KkdI4tOGOAFT255qSw.MEYCIQDhkgHg5EAp52H-BXzpuoTN-oIcE3OPzy4sbrruXvwBUAIhAL1tnHETPn2U1B1VzEAkd5ZFz1Dtzl1eB73HwzqANU0F&sharetype=gift&token=f202bb36-9e8e-47aa-8634-c5886d3383ca
https://www.justsecurity.org/126820/history-international-law-proscribe-amnesties-russia/
https://www.roberthjackson.org/
https://www.roberthjackson.org/
https://www.nurembergacademy.org/
https://www.nurembergacademy.org/
https://www.biicl.org/events/12050/80-years-on-the-legacy-of-the-nuremberg-trials-for-accountability
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particular, our distinguished panel of speakers considered what bearing Nuremberg has on the 

much vexed question of whether doctrines of immunity can act as a bar to the arrest and 

prosecution of State officials accused of international crimes. This event was part of a year-long 

series of events to mark the 80th anniversary, taking place at institutions around the world. 

 

INTERNATIONAL DISASTER LAW 
 

In December, the University of Strathclyde published a policy 

brief on the theme of What can International Disaster Law Learn 

from Global Health Responses?. This document is the result of a 

collaboration between BIICL, the University of Strathclyde, and 

the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office. It sets out 

a range of recommendations to inform the negotiation of a 

proposed treaty on the protection of persons in the event of 

disasters, which the UN General Assembly hopes will be 

elaborated and concluded by the end of 2027. Given the clear 

linkages between disasters and health and the recent adoption 

of a Pandemic Agreement, the Policy Brief identifies important 

lessons that international disaster law can take from experiences 

in responding to global health emergencies. BIICL will host a 

webinar to launch the Policy Brief on 30th January.  

 

INVESTMENT TREATY LAW 
 

The Forty-Fourth ITF Public Conference took 

place on 10 October bringing together 

leading practitioners, academics, government 

officials and experts to examine how 

international investment protection standards 

are developing in response to recent treaties, 

cases and policy reforms. The day opened with 

a keynote address by Professor Federico 

Ortino (Centre for International Governance & 

Dispute Resolution, King’s College London), 

who analysed the drivers, techniques and 

outcomes shaping treaty standards in both 

arbitral practice and treaty-making.  

 

On 15 October, we launched a major empirical 

study on annulment of investor–State arbitration 

awards in domestic courts, at an event co-

organised by BIICL and Baker Botts. The study 

reviewed 170 non-ICSID annulment proceedings 

across 16 jurisdictions and compared them with 

annulment practices under the ICSID 

Convention, highlighting significant differences 

in frequency and outcomes. Specifically, it found 

that national courts annulled awards at a 

https://lnkd.in/eXbrFVxQ
https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/95041/
https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/95041/
https://www.biicl.org/events/12027/forty-fourth-itf-public-conference-evolving-standards-of-investment-protection
https://www.biicl.org/events/12002/annulment-of-investor-state-arbitration-awards-in-domestic-courts-empirical-study-launch
https://www.biicl.org/events/12002/annulment-of-investor-state-arbitration-awards-in-domestic-courts-empirical-study-launch
https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/95041/
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substantially higher rate than the narrowly defined annulment grounds under ICSID, reflecting 

broader review powers such as public policy and jurisdictional challenges available under various 

national legal systems.  

 

The launch attracted leading figures from arbitration practice, academia and policy, including Prof. 

Maxi Scherer (ArbBoutique), Professor Martins Paparinskis (UCL), Cyrus Benson (4 New Square 

Chambers), Professor Yarik Kryvoi (BIICL) and partners and associates from Baker Botts, who 

discussed the key trends and broader implications of the study’s findings for international arbitration. 

The discussions emphasised the growing prevalence and success of annulment applications before 

domestic courts compared with ICSID annulments, the concentration of annulments in key arbitral 

seats, and divergent approaches to issues such as intra-EU law objections, offering participants 

valuable insights into contemporary annulment practice and its future trajectory. 

 

On 5 November 2025 the Investment Treaty 

Forum examined the evolving role of state-

owned enterprises (SOEs) in international 

investment law, with a focus on cross-border 

investment, state immunity, and treaty 

protections. Panellists will explore the 

implications of SOE activity for arbitration, 

dispute resolution, and global regulatory 

frameworks, highlighting the intersection of 

state control and international economic 

governance. 

On 11 November, we held an event on the 

complex intersection of investor–State dispute 

settlement (ISDS) and the mining sector, with 

particular focus on environmental, social and 

governance (ESG) considerations and valuation 

issues in high-value claims. For decades mining 

investors have challenged domestic 

environmental regulations before ISDS tribunals, 

and recent trends show a notable increase in 

sizeable claims — many exceeding US $1 billion 

— raising critical questions about how losses are 

assessed and whether tribunals and claimants fully account for the inherent costs, risks and 

regulatory contexts of mining projects.  

Co-organised with Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle LLP, the event brought together experienced 

practitioners, government representatives and academics to discuss mechanisms through which 

States can protect their regulatory space for ESG measures, both in defending against ISDS claims 

and in structuring investment agreements. Moderated by Arthad Kurlekar, the panel included 

speakers such as Juan Carlos Boué, Richard Bowley, Monica Feria-Tinta, and Lourdes Martinez de 

Victoria, who shared diverse perspectives on valuation challenges and the balance between 

investment protection and legitimate ESG regulation. 

https://www.biicl.org/events/12033/state-owned-enterprises-and-international-investment-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12033/state-owned-enterprises-and-international-investment-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12033/state-owned-enterprises-and-international-investment-law
https://www.biicl.org/events/12031/mining-disputes-isds-esg-and-valuation-challenges
https://www.biicl.org/events/12031/mining-disputes-isds-esg-and-valuation-challenges
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LAW OF THE SEA 

ICLQ Forum Launch Event 

We hosted an event to formally launch 

the International & Comparative Law 

Quarterly Forum on Law of the Sea: 

Present Challenges and Future 

Directions. The event was kindly 

sponsored by Essex Court Chambers 

and brought together several Forum 

contributors alongside leading figures 

from the policy, legal and academic 

communities. 
 

The choice of theme reflects both the ICLQ’s historic contributions to law of the sea scholarship and 

the renewed urgency of ocean-related legal challenges. The discussion covered a wide range of 

issues mirroring the range and depth explored in the ICLQ Forum. Topics included the negotiation 

and implementation of the Agreement on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National 

Jurisdiction, climate change and sea level rise, maritime boundary disputes, maritime security, 

fisheries governance and human rights at sea. 

 

The Forum was co-edited by former ICLQ General Editor Professor Sir Malcolm Evans, ICLQ 

Editorial Board Member Professor Richard Barnes, and invited experts Dr Rozemarijn Roland Holst, 

Dr Constantinos Yiallourides and Dr Jack Kenny. The Co-Editors extend their sincere thanks to all 

contributing authors and speakers, to the ICLQ Managing Editor, Anna Riddell-Roberts, and 

Assistant Editor, Adaena Sinclair-Blakemore, as well as to BIICL and Cambridge University Press & 

Assessment for helping shape and deliver this Forum. 

 

Dr Constantinos Yiallourides was an invited 

speaker at the International Conference on 

Law of the Sea, hosted by the Korean Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) and co-organised 

by the International Tribunal for the Law of the 

Sea and the Korean Society of International 

Law. The Conference focused on the 

expanding role of international institutions in 

global ocean governance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biicl.org/events/12053/iclq-forum-launch-event-the-law-of-the-sea-present-challenges-and-future-directions
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-and-comparative-law-quarterly/issue/C88328E207299681634C3D585EA7A601
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-and-comparative-law-quarterly/issue/C88328E207299681634C3D585EA7A601
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-and-comparative-law-quarterly/issue/C88328E207299681634C3D585EA7A601
https://www.biicl.org/people/constantinos-yiallourides
https://www.icls.or.kr/main/index.php
https://www.icls.or.kr/main/index.php
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Mixed Disputes in International Dispute Settlement 

 

In December, we published a new report on Mixed Disputes in 

International Dispute Settlement, drawing on a project 

implemented in 2024 and 2025.  
 

It explores how international courts and tribunals address mixed 

disputes, defined as cases involving intertwined legal issues 

governed by different legal regimes, encompassing both 

disputes over matters falling within the forum’s jurisdiction 

(internal issues) and disputes implicating rules beyond that 

jurisdiction (external issues). 
 

The report focuses on mixed disputes in the law of the sea and 

the tests and techniques used by the relevant courts and 

tribunals, in particular ITLOS and Annex VII Tribunals, but also 

examines practice beyond the law of the sea to identify trends 

and approaches in international dispute settlement more 

broadly, including the ICJ, ECtHR and IACtHR. The report draws on consultation with academics, 

legal practitioners, and experts in international dispute settlement. 

 

MIGTRATION AND ANTI-TRAFFICKING 
 

In December, we launched the second edition of Immigration 

Detention and the Rule of Law: Safeguarding Principles. The 

handbook, the result of a cross-centre collaboration between CIL 

and the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law, articulates 

Safeguarding Principles that set clear limits on the exercise of 

powers of immigration detention, while also seeking to ensure the 

dignity of persons detained under these powers. It proceeds from 

the understanding that any form of detention without such clear 

limits poses serious challenges to human rights and the rule of 

law. This Handbook is intended to inform the work of a wide 

audience, including policymakers, legal practitioners, judges and 

civil society actors working in this area.  

It draws its inspiration from a core set of standards developed 

within international human rights law, distilling these into discrete and easily digestible principles 

designed to inform litigation, policy design and broader engagement with parliamentary and policy 

processes. The principles are now grouped into themes including: overarching principles, legality, 

non-arbitrariness, treatment in detention and judicial oversight and remedies.  

 

Beyond the updated principles, we have also prepared a commentary applying the principles to 

some key legislative and policy developments in the UK as well as additional tools to facilitate the 

use of the principles by stakeholders including a checklist. We are grateful to the Nuffield Foundation 

for their support of this work. The outputs were authored by Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci, Dr John Trajer, 

Dr Justine Stefanelli (ASIL), Dr Julinda Beqiraj and Georgia Greville.  

 

https://www.biicl.org/publications/mixed-disputes-in-international-dispute-settlement
https://www.biicl.org/publications/mixed-disputes-in-international-dispute-settlement
https://www.biicl.org/publications/immigration-detention-and-the-rule-of-law-safeguarding-principles-2nd-ed
https://www.biicl.org/publications/immigration-detention-and-the-rule-of-law-safeguarding-principles-2nd-ed
https://www.biicl.org/publications/mixed-disputes-in-international-dispute-settlement
https://www.biicl.org/publications/immigration-detention-and-the-rule-of-law-safeguarding-principles-2nd-ed
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In December, we also completed our work with 

Privacy International on technology-mediated 

migration management. In this work, led by 

Georgia Greville and Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci, we 

developed a legal briefing that examines the 

human rights and data protection implications 

of the use of technology to target migrants. Our 

work focused on two key areas namely (1) 

international human rights law and 

authoritative statements from international and 

regional human rights bodies; and (2) 

decisions of data protection authorities around the world, particularly within Europe. Through in-

depth legal research and analysis to identify relevant legislation, judicial findings and authoritative 

resources, our work mapped the current legal landscape with a view to strengthening the protection 

of migrants' rights in the digital age.  

 

PEOPLE AT THE CIL  
 

One of our British Academy Fellow, Professor Roman Petrov, has 

participated in numerous initiatives pertaining to the future of Ukraine. 

He delivered an expert seminar on Ukraine’s Accession at University 

of Pisa (Italy). He took part in an expert workshop "Charting Ukraine’s 

EU Path: Engaging with Key Member States" at the Center for Liberal 

Modernity and Bertelsmann Stiftung in Berlin (Germany), and in a 

colloquium hosted by the Centre for European Law of Oslo University 

(Norway). Professor Petrov also acted as an expert in the Project 

entitled Natolin4Capacity Building Phase II – Strengthening Ukrainian 

Public Administration for EU Integration ("N4CB-II"), funded by the European Union, to train 

Ukrainian civil servants in EU Law to prepare them for the forthcoming EU membership negotiations 

at College of Europe in Natolin (Poland). 

Finally, the end of 2025 also saw the departure of a number of colleagues all of whom will be sorely 

missed. These include Iris Anastasiadou, Dr Celine Hocquet, and Dr John Trajer, who left us 

following the completion of their projects.  

After 6 years, Iris Anastasiadou is moving on to focus on her teaching 

at the University of Westminster. At the Institute, Iris worked across 

multiple areas and on a wide variety of projects including our work 

on determinants of anti-trafficking efforts, supporting our emerging 

work on issues of vulnerability (with a focus on homelessness) and on 

artificial intelligence. Most recently, she worked extensively on our 

work on smart technologies and access to justice for vulnerable 

persons. She has been an asset on a multitude of other projects 

(across a wide range of fields of international law) within and well 

beyond the migration and labour team over her time at BIICL.  

 

https://www.biicl.org/projects/technology-mediated-migration-management-mapping-the-legal-framework
https://www.biicl.org/projects/technology-mediated-migration-management-mapping-the-legal-framework
https://www.biicl.org/people/roman-petrov


14 

 

Dr Hocquet has been with us for 18 months, working mainly in our 

migration and labour rights team. During this time, she worked 

extensively on our project on labour exploitation in Cuban foreign 

medical missions including undertaking the analysis of bilateral 

agreements, building on her expertise and experience, and the 

literature review. She also contributed to a range of other projects, 

including our work for Transparency International, coordinating and 

undertaking both desk research and qualitative data collection. Céline 

moves on to the role of research fellow at the RightsLab at the 

University of Nottingham.   

Dr Trajer was with us for over 3 years, working on a number of our 

projects including our work on the impact of lack of legal advice on 

trafficked persons, the work on identification of victims of trafficking, 

and on the impacts of the Nationality and Borders Act on victims of 

trafficking. Most recently, he was a principal author on our 

Immigration Detention and the Rule of Law Project. John also 

supported a wide range of other projects within our migration and 

labour rights team. He takes on the role of research fellow at King’s 

College London as part of the Leverhulme Centre for Research on 

Slavery in War.  

We remain incredibly grateful for their contribution to the Institute and its work over the past years. 

While we hope to have the opportunity to work again with them in a different capacity, we wish them 

all the very best for their next professional adventures. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

What Can International Disaster Law Learn from Global Health Responses? 

30 January  

This webinar will launch a policy briefing document for the negotiators of a proposed treaty on the 

protection of persons in the event of disasters. The Policy Brief provides key recommendations for 

the new treaty, based on lessons learned from recent developments in international treaty making 

in response to global health emergencies, in particular the Pandemic Agreement. Partners in this 

project include the University of Strathclyde, the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, 

and BIICL. 

 

Compensation in the International Law Commission 

12 February 

In 2025, the International Law Commission (ILC) decided to add the topic "Compensation for the 

damage caused by internationally wrongful acts" to its programme of work. This event, sponsored 

by A&O Shearman, will convene a panel discussion on compensation in the ILC, reflecting on the 

conceptual and practical issues that the ILC is likely to face in the task of codification and progressive 

development in relation to this topic. The discussion will be chaired by Martins Paparinskis, the ILC 

Special Rapporteur on the topic and include Sir Tim Eicke KCMG KC, Dr Federica Paddeu, Professor 

Christian Tams, Sam Wordsworth KC, and Gulud Yusuf. 

 

 

https://www.biicl.org/events
https://www.biicl.org/events/12081/compensation-in-the-international-law-commission
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Memorial Event for Lady Fox CMG KC 

16 March 

Join us on the 16th of March 2026 for a special memorial event, as 

we commemorate her invaluable service to the advancement of 

international law and her unwavering support of BIICL with a panel 

discussion led by some of those who worked most closely with her. 

 

Lady Fox served as the Director of the British Institute of International 

and Comparative Law (BIICL) from 1982 to 1989, making history as 

the first female director of the Institute. When taking up the position 

of Director she also became the General Editor of the International and Comparative Law 

Quarterly (ICLQ), a position she held for another decade after stepping down as Director.  

 

Finally, note also that the London Conference on International Law 

will take place on 1-2 October. Book by Friday 3 April 2026 to 

take advantage of discounted delegate rates. 

 

We hope to see you soon at our forthcoming events or training courses, in person or online!  

 
Stay tuned for our next newsletter, which will be out in January 2026 

 

https://www.biicl.org/events/12079/memorial-event-for-lady-hazel-fox-cmg-kc
https://thelondonconference.org/

