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Prof Tetyana Antsupova is a Senior Fellow at the British Institute of International and
Comparative Law (London, UK) and awardee of the British Academy Global Professorships
scheme. She is a former judge of the Ukrainian Supreme Court (Grand Chamber). She is the
author of courses for LL.M. students on the Council of Europe Law. In 2022, Professor Antsupova
was included in the national shortlist of candidates for the position of judge at the ECtHR in
respect of Ukraine. Her expertise encompasses judicial reforms in Ukraine, with a focus on
promoting judicial independence.

Dr Ed Bates is an expert on human rights law with a particular focus on the law of the European
Convention Human Right (ECHR). Since 2009, he has co-authored the leading textbook on the
latter through four successive editions (‘Harris O'Boyle and Warbrick: Law of the European
Convention on Human Rights’ Oxford University Press, 2009, 2013, 2019 and 2023). He is
working on a monograph entitled ‘The European Convention On Human Rights’ Twenty First
Century Evolution: Transformations, Reality Checks - Renewal?2’ contracted to Oxford University
Press. He is a co-author of a book concerning Russia's exit from the ECHR and Council of
Europe (E Bates, K Dzehtsiarou, A Forde: 'Russia, the Council of Europe and the European
Convention on Human Rights (1996-2022): A Troubled Membership and lts Legacy', Bristol
University Press, 2025).

Dr Mariam Begadze obtained her Doctor of Juridical Science (S.J.D.) degree in Comparative
Constitutional Law from Central European University (CEU) in 2024, with her dissertation
supervised by Professor Andrés Sajé and awarded summa cum laude. She is currently a
research assistant to the CEU Democracy Institute Rule of Law Clinic and a strategic litigation
consultant with the Social Justice Center, a Georgian NGO. Her research and teaching interests
focus on judicial review of both state action and inaction, with particular attention to social
rights, and bad faith state measures, including those pursued with ulterior motives. She has
published on the forms and limits of judicial review, social rights adjudication, the principle of
secularism and freedom of religion, the erosion of the rule of law. Recent publications include
a study of illiberal strategies deployed against opposition-led local governments (Hague Journal
on the Rule of Law, 2022) and an analysis of judicial review over pretextual rulemaking (in the
Edward Elgar Research Handbook on the Politics of Constitutional Law, 2023).

In addition to her academic background, she has successfully litigated cases against Georgia
before the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) increasingly involving evidence of bad
faith state action and has co-authored a third-party intervention in the so-called “Stop Soros”
case (Amnesty International Hungary v. Hungary, no. 42086/19, pending).

Dr Julinda Beqirqj is the Maurice Wohl Senior Fellow in European Law at the Bingham Centre
for the Rule of Law. She leads research and events on European law, covering human rights,



https://www.biicl.org/people/julinda-beqiraj

migration, trade, and the rule of law, and contributes to the Centre’s Access to Justice work on
the efficiency and quality of justice systems in Europe. She also serves as an expert in EU- and
Council of Europe-funded projects. A former lecturer on PIL, EU law, and International
economic law at the University of Trento (ltaly), she holds a PhD in International Studies on the
protection of migrant workers’ rights.

Dr Dragos Calin Judge, Bucharest Court of Appeals (since April 2009); EU Law Trainer, The
National Institute of Magistracy, Bucharest (since 2006); Associate Researcher of the Institute for
Legal Research of the Romanian Academy - Centre for European Legal Studies; Founding
member and Co-President of the Romanian Judges’ Forum Association (since 2007); Director
of the Romanian Judges’ Forum Review (since 2009); Vice-President of GEMME - European
Group of Magistrates for Mediation (May 2010-May 2012, May 2024-May 2026). PhD in Law
(University of Bucharest, Faculty of Law) - The Dialogue between Constitutional Courts and the
Court of Justice of the European Union (2018). Author of numerous books and articles (more
than 200) in the field of law, published in Romania, France, United States, Portugal, Spain,
Germany, Great Britain, Japan, Belgium, Italy, Czech Republic, the Netherlands, Switzerland,
Poland, Bulgaria, Mongolia, Lebanon, Columbia, India, Indonesia, Armenia and Argentina.

Ms Flaviana Cerquozzi is a Ph.D. candidate at Sapienza University of Rome, enrolled in the
doctoral program “Private Autonomy, Business, Labour, and Rights Protection in the European
and International Perspective.” She earned her law degree from Sapienza in 2023, graduating
with a thesis in constitutional law entitled “The Theory of Counter-Limits: The Protection of
Substantive Democracy Ad Extra”. Throughout her academic career, she has completed several
specialized courses focused on the protection of human rights, enhancing my expertise in both
European and international human rights frameworks. She is a qualified trainee lawyer
authorized for substitute defense and is currently completing her legal traineeship at a law firm
in Rome that specializes in the protection of human rights before constitutional courts and
international bodies. Since 2023, she has been serving as Head of the Constitutional Law
Section at the legal journal lus in ltinere, where she also curates the column “Di Robusta
Costituzione.” She has authored several academic and popular articles on constitutional law
and regularly contributes to scholarly legal platforms. Since May 2025, she is also a member
of the Italian Association of Comparative Law (Associazione ltaliana di Dirito Comparato),
actively engaging with comparative legal studies.

Dr Kirsty Hughes is an Associate Professor specialising in Human Rights Law at the University
of Cambridge and a Fellow of Clare College. She is joint General Editor of the European
Human Rights Law Review, Director of the Centre for Public Law, University of Cambridge, a
member of Blackstone Chambers Academic Panel and Deputy Editor of Public Law. She is a co-
convenor of the European Human Rights Law Conference. Her research interests are in the
fields of UK and European human rights law, and she is particularly interested in the right to
privacy, the human rights of migrants, modern slavery and human trafficking and the law of
protest. Her co-authored book Human Rights Law in the UK has just been published by
Cambridge University Press in 2025. She is also a co-editor on a major collaborative project
on Race and European Human Rights Law, which will be published by Hart Publishing and was
a co-editor of Common Law Constitutional Rights (Hart, 2020).

Dr Kushtrim Istrefi is Associate Professor of Human Rights Law and Public International Law and
substitute member of the Venice Commission. He specialises in the ECHR and its relationship
with international law and security.

Prof Jasper Krommendiik is Professor of Human Rights Law and Director of the Research Centre
for State and Law (SteR). His teaching and research focus on human rights, the rule of law and
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effective legal protection. He is particularly interested in the interaction between international
human rights (UN, ECHR and EU) and the Dutch legal order. Krommendijk combines legal-
dogmatic research with empirical research to develop a good perspective on the law in practice.
Since 2022, he holds the Jean Monnet Chair on the Rule of Law in the national and EU legal
orders (EUROLNAT). In 2023, he received an NWO SGW XS grant for a project on national
courts’ engagement with decisions of international human rights courts and committees. He
obtained his PhD at Maastricht University in 2014 with a dissertation on the impact and
effectiveness of recommendations by UN human rights committees. Since 2014, he has been
an assistant/ associate professor of international and European law at Radboud University.
From 2017-2021, Krommendijk worked on the NWO-funded research project ‘It takes two to
tango. The preliminary reference dance between the Court of Justice of the European Union
and national courts’.

Mr Edward Pérez is PhD(c) at UCL Faculty of Laws. He holds an MPP from Universidad de los
Andes (Colombia), an LL.M. from the University of Cambridge, and an LL. B from Universidad
Catélica Andrés Bello (Venezuela). His research focuses on the potential, legitimacy and
effectiveness of structural remedies issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
(IACtHR). He is a Graduate Lecturer in Public Law at UCL Laws and a research assistant at UCL's
Institute of the Americas. He also was an attorney at the IACtHR and several civil society
organisations, litigating cases before the Inter-American Human Rights System.

Dr Amal Sethi is a Lecturer of Public Law at the University of Leicester. His prior affiliations
include the University of Hamburg, The University of Pennsylvania, and Harvard University.
Amal is the Deputy Secretary General of the International Society of Public Law (ICON-S). He
is also a member of its Committee on Community and Engagement and the co-chair of its
intferest group on constitution-making. His work has been published in Global
Constitutionalism, Constitutional Studies, European Constitutional Law Review, Vienna Journal
of International Constitutional Law, The Journal of Federalism, Indian Law Review, Common
Law World Review, American Journal of Comparative Law, Modern Law Review, Asia Pacific Law
Review, The University of Pennsylvania Journal of International Law, among others. Amal has
also been involved in consultancy roles with governmental and intergovernmental agencies,
including USAID, CEDAW, UNESCO, UNDP, UN Women, UNHCHR, and the SDG Fund. He
holds an LLM and SJD from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.

Ms Adaena Sinclair-Blakemore joined BIICL in 2025 as the Assistant Editor of ICLQ and also
as a Researcher in public international law and human rights law. She was previously a Judicial
Assistant to a Judge at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg and a Researcher at
the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, where her research focused on international
human rights law and international humanitarian law. She was also a Judicial Assistant to a
Judge at the Federal Court of Australia, where she worked on cases concerning constitutional
law, administrative law, native title and environmental law. She holds an LLM in international
law from the University of Cambridge, a JD from the University of Melbourne and a BA in
French and ltalian from the University of Western Australia. She has published in the Human
Rights Law Review, the Cambridge International Law Journal, the Australian International Law
Journal, the Journal of International Criminal Justice and the International Criminal Law Review.

Ms Viktéria Alzbeta Sutérisovd is a PhD candidate at the Department of Constitutional Law and
Political Science at Masaryk University, Brno. Her doctoral research focuses on the institutional
resilience of judicial governance bodies, with broader interests in the rule of law matters in
transitional countries, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe. Beyond academia, Viktéria
works as a legal analyst at the Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic and actively
collaborates with civil society organisations on issues related to the judiciary and the rule of law.



Dr Stuart Wallace is an Associate Professor at the University of Leeds. He began his career with
a stage at the ECtHR before completing his doctorate at the University of Nottingham. Dr
Wallace has developed a career working across both IHRL and UK constitutional law, publishing
widely in both fields with contributions to Public Law, the Human Rights Law Review, European
Human Rights Law Review and others. He writes for the Constitution Society and has appeared
regularly on UK media channels to discuss human rights issues in the UK.

Ms Noz Yilancioglu is currently conducting a PhD in the Public Law Department at Maastricht
University Law Faculty. Originally from Turkey, she moved to Maastricht in 2021. Her main
research interests are comparative constitutional law and ECHR law. Her PhD explores the
execution of the European Court of Human Rights’ Judgments within national legal orders.
From October 2022 to March 2023, Naz undertook a traineeship in the Department for the
Execution of Judgments of the European Court of Human Rights of the Council of Europe. Naz
contributed assistance to a CoE project titled “Support to efficient domestic capacity for the
execution of ECtHR judgment,” within which she personally focused on the execution system of
the Netherlands for the ECtHR judgments. Alongside her academic work, Naz is volunteering
for the International Society of Public Law (ICON.S). Her responsibilities there include assisting
with the organisation of the 2025 Annual Conference and the 2025 Winter/Summer School.

Prof Katja Ziegler is the Sir Robert Jennings Professor of International Law at the University of
Leicester and Co-director of the Centre of European Law and Internationalisation (CELI). She is
a Visiting Research Fellow at the Institute of European and Comparative Law, University of
Oxford. She was seconded for two years to the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office under an AHRC-FCDO Knowledge Exchange Fellowship (2021-2022). She has
published in the areas of international, European, and comparative law, with a particular focus
on the interaction of legal orders, human rights, the rule of law, and limits on executive powers
in foreign policy. Recent publications include three chapters in the Research Handbook on
General Principles in EU Law: Constructing Legal Orders in Europe (Katja S Ziegler, Paivi J
Neuvonen and Violeta Moreno-Lax (eds), Elgar 2022) and Selbstbehauptung der Demokratie
[Democracy asserting itself] (Mohr Siebeck 2025, with J Eichenhofer and K Groh (eds).

Dr Jan van Zyl Smit was appointed Director of the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law in May
2024, having served as Deputy Director since 2019. A comparative constitutional lawyer by
background, Jan's work focuses mainly on the judiciary and judicial reform. He has been
instrumental in developing international standards on judicial appointments, playing a leading
role in drafting the Cape Town Principles on judicial appointment commissions, and contributed
to the development of the Commonwealth Secretariat Model Law on Judicial Service
Commissions (2018) and the OSCE's Warsaw Recommendations on Judicial Independence and
Accountability (2023). He is the author of The Appointment, Tenure and Removal of Judges under
Commonwealth Principles (2015), which has been cited by courts and law reform bodies in
more than a dozen jurisdictions, and co-edited Securing Judicial Independence: The Role of
Commissions in Selecting Judges in the Commonwealth (2017).

Dr Alain Zysset is a Reader in Public Law at the School of Law, University of Glasgow. Alain
specialises in the normative analysis of jurisprudence with particular reference to the European
Court of Human Rights. Alain has published in both law and philosophy journals including
International Journal of Constitutional Law, Human Rights Law Review, Global
Constitutionalism, Ratio Juris, Criminal Law and Philosophy, Canadian Journal of Law and
Jurisprudence, Transnational Legal Theory, among others. His forthcoming book is entitled
Responding to Authoritarian Populism at the European Court of Human Rights: A Calibrated
Framework (CUP, 2026).
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