
   

 

   

 

 
 
 

 

Guarding Human Rights and the Rule of Law, and Facilitating Constitutional 

Resilience:  

 The ECHR at 75 and the Venice Commission at 35 
 
 

Thursday, 6 November 2025  
 BIOs of Chairs and Speakers (in alphabetical order) 

 
 
Merris Amos is Professor of Human Rights Law in the Department of Law, Queen Mary University 
of London, and Director of the Human Rights Law Centre for the School of Law. 
Professor Amos’ research and writing focusses on the protection of human rights through law 
at the national and European levels. She is an expert on the UK Human Rights Act 1998 and 
the European Convention on Human Rights. Her book Human Rights Law Third Edition (Oxford: 
Hart, 2021) is the leading work on the Human Rights Act. She has numerous publications in 
the fields of national and European human rights law including ‘The Value of the European 
Court of Human Rights to the United Kingdom’ (2017) 28 European Journal of International 
Law 763-785. She is regularly invited to present her work at national and international 
conferences and in 2022 convened the Society of Legal Scholars Annual Seminar ‘The Human 
Rights Act After Twenty-Two Years: Evolution, Impact, Future Directions’.  Professor Amos is a 
longstanding member of the Executive Committee of the UK Constitutional Law Association and 
also holds the post of Treasurer. In 2018 she was elected to the Executive Committee of the 
International Association of Constitutional Law. From 2006-2013 she was the Editor of Human 
Rights Law Reports UK Cases. Her work is frequently cited in official reports including J. George 
The Modern Bill of Rights Bill (London: The Constitution Society, 2022) and The Independent 
Human Rights Act Review (2021).   
 
Ed Bates is an Associate Professor at Leicester Law School (University of Leicester), and co-
convenor of the Human Rights Cluster within the Centre for European Law and 
Internationalisation (CELI). He is an expert on human rights law with a particular focus on the 
law of the European Convention Human Right (ECHR). Since 2009, he has co-authored the 
leading textbook on the latter through four successive editions (‘Harris O'Boyle and Warbrick: 
Law of the European Convention on Human Rights’ Oxford University Press, 2009, 2013, 2019 
and 2023). He is working on a monograph entitled ‘The European Convention on Human 
Rights’ Twenty First Century Evolution: Transformations, Reality Checks - Renewal?’ contracted 
to Oxford University Press. He is a co-author of a book concerning Russia's exit from the ECHR 
and Council of Europe (E Bates, K Dzehtsiarou, A Forde: 'Russia, the Council of Europe and the 
European Convention on Human Rights (1996-2022): A Troubled Membership and Its Legacy', 
Bristol University Press, 2025). 
 
Julinda Beqiraj is the Maurice Wohl Senior Fellow in European Law at the Bingham Centre for 
the Rule of Law. She leads research and events on European law, covering human rights, 
migration, trade, and the rule of law, and contributes to the Centre’s Access to Justice work on 
the efficiency and quality of justice systems in Europe. She also serves as an expert in EU- and 
Council of Europe–funded projects. A former lecturer on PIL, EU law, and International 
economic law at the University of Trento (Italy), she holds a PhD in International Studies on the 
protection of migrant workers’ rights from the University of Trento.  
 

https://www.biicl.org/people/julinda-beqiraj
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Beatriz Brown, Head of Rule Unit – Attorney General’s Office 
Bea is the Head of the Rule of Law Unit which was founded in January 2025 by the Attorney 
General. She previously led policy teams on civil justice strategy and Strategic Lawsuits Against 
Public Participation (SLAPPs) at the Ministry of Justice. She was the UK's expert member of the 
Council of Europe’s Working Group on SLAPPs from 2022-2023. Before joining the Civil 
Service, Bea worked in the UK and abroad in the private and third sectors before training for 
the Bar. She was a Thouron Fellow and Salzburg Cutler Fellow at the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School, and Johan Steyn Scholar at the International Criminal Court where she was a 
Judicial Assistant in the Appeals Chamber. In 2023, Bea took a career break to pursue a 
Churchill Fellowship in the USA to research art’s role in shaping public perceptions of justice. 
Outside work, Bea is an Ambassador for Theatre Peckham. 
 
Alice Donald is Professor of Human Rights Law at Middlesex University, London. Alice's research 
lies in the field of human rights implementation and the relationship between human rights and 
democracy, with a focus on the role of parliaments and the European Convention on Human 
Rights. She also writes regularly on the UK's relationship with the ECHR system. Alice has recently 
co-authored reports on 'Good practice in human rights implementation: Multi-country study on 
domestic capacity for rapid execution of the judgments and decisions of the European Court of 
Human Rights' and 'The European Convention on Human Rights and immigration control in the 
UK: Informing the public debate'. 
 
Tim Eicke K.C. is a practising barrister at Essex Court Chambers. Until 11 September 2025, he 
was the Judge of the European Court of Human Rights elected in respect of the United Kingdom. 
 
Mark Elliott is Professor of Public Law at the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of St 
Catharine's College. He is interested mainly in UK constitutional and administrative law, 
including the constitutional implications of the Human Rights Act. He is a former legal advisor 
to the House of Lords Constitution Committee.  
 
The Rt Hon the Baroness Hale of Richmond DBE FBA retired as the UK's top judge - President 
of the Supreme Court -  in 2020 after a varied career as an academic at Manchester University 
(also practising for a while at the Manchester Bar), a Law Commissioner leading projects in the 
reform of Family Law and Mental Capacity Law, and a Judge in the High Court, Court of 
Appeal, House of Lords and Supreme Court. Most famously, she presided over the unanimous 
decision of the Supreme Court that the Prime Minister's advice to Her Majesty that Parliament 
should be prorogued in September 2019 was unlawful and of no effect.  
 
Jeffrey Jowell is a practising barrister at Blackstone Chambers in London; Emeritus Professor of 
Public Law at UCL; the former founder-director of the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law, and 
the UK Member on the Venice Commission from 2000-2011.  He has published widely on 
public law, human rights, judicial review and the rule of law and has received several honorary 
degrees and awards. He was knighted in 2011 for his "contribution to democracy, human rights 
and the rule of law".  
 
Angelika Nußberger is Professor of international law, public law and comparative law at the 
University of Cologne and founding director of the Academy for European Human Rights 
Protection, Vice-President of the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, member of 
the Venice Commission of the Council of Europe and the Institut de droit international. She was 
a judge at the European Court of Human Rights elected on behalf of Germany from January 
2011 to December 2019 and its Vice-President from February 2017.   
She has studied law and literature (German, Russian and French) in Munich, Würzburg, Moscow 
(1985 study visit) and Boston (visiting researcher at Harvard University 1994/1995). 
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Colm O’Cinneide is Professor of Constitutional and Human Rights Law and Vice-Dean of the 
Faculty of Laws UCL. He has published extensively in the fields of equality and anti-
discrimination law, human rights law and constitutional law. Colm has also served on a range 
of expert bodies in various European states – including the European Committee on Social 
Rights of the Council of Europe, of which he was Vice-President between 2010-14. In addition, 
he has acted as a specialist legal adviser for various committees of the UK Parliament, and was 
nominated by the Irish government as a candidate for election to the European Court of Human 
Rights in 2024.  
 
Laurent Pech is Full Professor of Law. He is also a Visiting Professor of Law at Bordeaux University 
and the University of Paris-Panthéon-Assas; a Senior Visiting Researcher and academic co-
director of the Rule of Law Clinic at the CEU Democracy Institute; and the co-director of The 
Good Lobby Profs which he co-founded in 2021. 
 
Robert Spano is the former President of the European Court of Human Rights where he served 
as a Judge from 2013-2022. He is currently a partner in the London and Paris offices of Gibson 
Dunn and the Co-Chair of the firm’s Geopolitical Strategy and International Law Practice 
Group, Artificial Intelligence Practice Group, and the ESG Practice Group. He is a Barrister 
before the Courts of England and Wales, a member of the Paris Bar and the Icelandic Bar. He 
serves as a Visiting Professor at Oxford and a Professor at the University of Iceland. He is Chair 
of the Board of the Council of Europe’s Register of Damage Caused by the Aggression of the 
Russian Federation against Ukraine. 
 
Naomi Sephton, Senior Lawyer, Domestic Law Team – Attorney General’s Office 
Naomi is a senior lawyer leading on areas including human rights and equality law at the 
Attorney General’s Office. Prior to this Naomi worked in the human rights legal team within the 
Ministry of Justice, leading on cross-cutting and high-profile human rights issues, including the 
Bill of Rights projects. She was part of the UK delegation appearing before the UN’s Committee 
Against Torture for the 6th periodic review, and as part of the delegation for the UK’s 3rd 
universal periodic review. She has also served as Vice-Chair of Trustees for the Centre for Action 
on Rape and Abuse. 
 
Dr Amal Sethi is a Lecturer of Public Law at the University of Leicester. His prior affiliations 
include the University of Hamburg, The University of Pennsylvania, and Harvard University. 
Amal is the Deputy Secretary General of the International Society of Public Law (ICON-S). He 
is also a member of its Committee on Community and Engagement and the co-chair of its 
interest group on constitution-making. His work has been published in Global 
Constitutionalism, Constitutional Studies, European Constitutional Law Review, Vienna Journal 
of International Constitutional Law, The Journal of Federalism, Indian Law Review, Common 
Law World Review, American Journal of Comparative Law, Modern Law Review, Asia Pacific Law 
Review, The University of Pennsylvania Journal of International Law, among others. Amal has 
also been involved in consultancy roles with governmental and intergovernmental agencies, 
including USAID, CEDAW, UNESCO, UNDP, UN Women, UNHCHR, and the SDG Fund. He 
holds an LLM and SJD from the University of Pennsylvania Law School. 
 
Katja Ziegler is the Sir Robert Jennings Professor of International Law at the University of 
Leicester and Co-director of the Centre of European Law and Internationalisation (CELI). She is 
a Visiting Research Fellow at the Institute of European and Comparative Law, University of 
Oxford. She was seconded for two years to the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office under an AHRC-FCDO Knowledge Exchange Fellowship (2021-2022). She has 
published in the areas of international, European, and comparative law, with a particular focus 
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on the interaction of legal orders, human rights, the rule of law, and limits on executive powers 

in foreign policy. Recent publications include three chapters in the Research Handbook on 

General Principles in EU Law: Constructing Legal Orders in Europe (Katja S Ziegler, Päivi J 

Neuvonen and Violeta Moreno-Lax (eds), Elgar 2022) and Selbstbehauptung der Demokratie 
[Democracy asserting itself] (Mohr Siebeck 2025, with J Eichenhofer and K Groh (eds). 
 
Jan van Zyl Smit was appointed Director of the Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law in May 
2024, having served as Deputy Director since 2019. A comparative constitutional lawyer by 
background, Jan's work focuses mainly on the judiciary and judicial reform. He has been 
instrumental in developing international standards on judicial appointments, playing a leading 
role in drafting the Cape Town Principles on judicial appointment commissions, and contributed 
to the development of the Commonwealth Secretariat Model Law on Judicial Service 
Commissions (2018) and the OSCE's Warsaw Recommendations on Judicial Independence and 
Accountability (2023). He is the author of The Appointment, Tenure and Removal of Judges under 
Commonwealth Principles (2015), which has been cited by courts and law reform bodies in 
more than a dozen jurisdictions, and co-edited Securing Judicial Independence: The Role of 
Commissions in Selecting Judges in the Commonwealth (2017). 

 

 

https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/research-handbook-on-general-principles-in-eu-law-9781784712372.html
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/research-handbook-on-general-principles-in-eu-law-9781784712372.html
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/buch/selbstbehauptung-der-demokratie-9783161643361/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbinghamcentre.biicl.org%2Fpublications%2Fcape-town-principles-on-the-role-of-independent-commissions-in-the-selection-and-appointment-of-judges&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565729640%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IX8RblVhRc1v4LcJ%2BAhICqqR8%2FSfkm%2BPy2iciVuWmCo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fproduction-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com%2Fmigrated%2Fkey_reform_pdfs%2FD16227_2_GPD_ROL_Model_Law_Judicial_Service_Commissions.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565759044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=29N4v2mi8QoLNS4XZycqPuot3TT32C8JN7QiV4YUxNA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fproduction-new-commonwealth-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com%2Fmigrated%2Fkey_reform_pdfs%2FD16227_2_GPD_ROL_Model_Law_Judicial_Service_Commissions.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565759044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=29N4v2mi8QoLNS4XZycqPuot3TT32C8JN7QiV4YUxNA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.osce.org%2Fodihr%2F552718&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565775921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lju8TK%2FR2U4GbngoDbxYyI53rsx41WRe85268aXOeco%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.osce.org%2Fodihr%2F552718&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565775921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lju8TK%2FR2U4GbngoDbxYyI53rsx41WRe85268aXOeco%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biicl.org%2Fdocuments%2F689_bingham_centre_compendium.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565792270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nnotHslk0K0npT8vhWCCsxy11WrJ9bwxKWyeRrq5oUo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biicl.org%2Fdocuments%2F689_bingham_centre_compendium.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565792270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nnotHslk0K0npT8vhWCCsxy11WrJ9bwxKWyeRrq5oUo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbinghamcentre.biicl.org%2Fpublications%2Fsecuring-judicial-independence-the-role-of-commissions-in-selecting-judges-in-the-commonwealth&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565813875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fd4Lhcz1kcs1MZ5khhENtwQeeoPQk5ONeIUCb14sHHg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbinghamcentre.biicl.org%2Fpublications%2Fsecuring-judicial-independence-the-role-of-commissions-in-selecting-judges-in-the-commonwealth&data=05%7C02%7Ckatja.ziegler%40leicester.ac.uk%7Cc735f551b4b044d4e60708de187294b0%7Caebecd6a31d44b0195ce8274afe853d9%7C0%7C1%7C638975077565813875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fd4Lhcz1kcs1MZ5khhENtwQeeoPQk5ONeIUCb14sHHg%3D&reserved=0

