
   

 

   

 

 
 
 

 
 

Guarding Human Rights and the Rule of Law, and Facilitating Constitutional 
Resilience:  

 The ECHR at 75 and the Venice Commission at 35 
 
 

Thursday, 6 November 2025  
 

 

9.45–10.00 Registration and Coffee 
 

 
10.00–10.30 

 
Welcome and Introduction 
Professor Katja Ziegler, CELI, University of Leicester 
Dr Jan van Zyl Smit/Dr Julinda Beqiraj, Bingham Centre, BIICL  
 
Opening Remarks  
Naomi Sephton, Senior Lawyer – Domestic Law Team, Attorney General’s 
Office 
 

 

Panel I 
The ECHR at 75, the UK Constitution and the Multi-layered Protection of Human Rights 

Chair: Dr Ed Bates, University of Leicester 

 

10.30–12.30 The Rt Hon the Baroness Hale of Richmond DBE FBA, Member of the 
House of Lords, former Justice and President of the UK Supreme Court 
(2009-2020) ǁ  UK Resilience under Threat?   

Robert Spano, Partner Gibson Dunn, Former judge and President of the 
ECtHR (2013-2022) ǁ  The ECtHR’s Process-Based Review: Partnering with 
National Authorities within a Multi-Layered System of Fundamental Rights 
Protections   

Judge Tim Eicke KC, Judge of the European Court of Human Rights (2016- 
September 2025) ǁ  Dialogue as Part of the Multi-layered System for the 
Protection of Human Rights 

 
12.15–13.15 

 
LUNCH BREAK 
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Panel II 
The ECHR and the Venice Commission:  

The Rule of Law and Constitutional Resilience Across Europe 
Chair: Professor Alice Donald, Middlesex University 

13.15–14.45 Professor Sir Jeffrey Jowell KCMG KC (Hon), Emeritus Professor of Public 
Law at UCL, member of the Venice Commission 2000-2011 ǁ  The Venice 
Commission's Contributions on the Rule of Law 

Professor Angelika Nußberger, Faculty of Law of the University of Cologne, 
former Judge (2011-2019) and Vice-President (2017-2019) of the ECtHR, 
member of the Venice Commission since 2020 ǁ  Good Diagnosis, Bad 
Results: The Problem of Restoring the Rule of Law after Times of Crisis   

Professor Laurent Pech, Sutherland School of Law, University College 
Dublin ǁ  The EU’s Increasing Reliance on the ECHR and the VC to Uphold 
the Rule of Law and Constitutional Resilience in a Backsliding Context    

 
14.45–15.00 

 
COFFEE BREAK 
 

 

Panel III 
Constitutional Resilience: The Role of Multi-layered Protection in the UK 

Chair: Professor Mark Elliott, University of Cambridge 

15.00–16.30 Professor Colm O'Cinneide, Professor of Public Law at UCL, member of the 
European Committee on Social Rights of the Council of Europe (2006-16, 
Vice-President, 2010-14) ǁ  The Past, Present and Possible Futures of Multi-
layered Rights Protection in the UK   

Professor Katja Ziegler, Sir Robert Jennings Professor of International Law 
and Co-Director of CELI, University of Leicester ǁ  Constitutional Resilience 
in Layers: The Multi-Level Dynamics of Human Rights Protection 

Professor Merris Amos, Professor of Human Rights Law in the Department 
of Law, and Director of the Human Rights Law Centre, Queen Mary 
University, London ǁ  Constitutional Resilience through Story and Narrative: 
Conclusions from the UK 

 

16.30–16.45 Closing Remarks 

Beatriz Brown, Head of Rule of Law Unit, Attorney General’s Office 

 
 
 
 


