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As announced in the latest Institute Newsletter, our Director, Professor Spyros Maniatis, recently
embarked on a new journey as the Dean of a new School on Political Science and Economics
at the National Taiwan University. During the Interim Period, Kristin Hausler, Dorset Senior
Fellow and Director of the Centre for International Law, serves as Interim co-Director, along
with Jan van Zyl Smit (Director of the Bingham Centre) and Eva Lein (Director of the Centre for

Comparative Law). So if you would like to know more about the work of our Centre or of BIICL
more generally, please do not hesitate to get in touch with Kristin Hausler.

As you will see in this Newsletter, we have
been particularly busy over the past few
months. We hosted a number of events,
including our annual discussion on Public
International Law in the Courts of the United
Kingdom, which was chaired by The Rt Hon
Lord Dingemans. This year, our distinguished

panel of expert practitioners, including
Hussein Haeri KC, Prof Dan Sarooshi KC, Prof
Philippa Webb and Prof Can Yeginsu, focused
largely on cases concerned with immunities.
They offered their insights about current trends and potential future developments in this field.

Another highlight was our rapid response webinar on the
landmark ICJ Advisory Opinion on climate change.
Organised in cooperation with the World Commission on
Environmental Law and the Climate Change Legal
Initiative, our experts, chaired by Professor Malgosia
Fitzmaurice, discussed the Opinion’s implications for

climate governance, international cooperation and
litigation, further putting the Opinion in dialogue with the

Organised in collaboration with:

@ WCEL CLI recent opinions delivered by ITLOS and by the IACtHR. You
-SRI LANGW™ | can now watch this discussion here. The panel included

Monica Feria Tinta, Dr Kate McKenzie, Prof Nilufer Oral,
Prof Francesco Sindico and Prof Christina Voigt.

At the end of the newsletter, you can find details about our many forthcoming events!

Over the last couple of months, we also completed two major research projects. In July, we
released a report on Sovereignty and its Relation to Primary Rules of International Law, which
examines underlying normative issues pertaining to the status and function of sovereignty and
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its relation to primary rules of international law. The report is
based on extensive engagement with experts and practitioners
in public international law, including a survey, semi-structured
interviews, and roundtable discussions. The report draws upon
this engagement to inform its content and conclusions, with
additional support provided by an examination of relevant
sources of international law.

This research is particularly relevant for discussions among states
about the application of international law to new technologies.
If you are interested in learning more about the findings, watch

Sovereignty and ifs relation to
primary rules of international law
Dr Jack Kenny

the recording of the launch event here.

In August, the book output of our Leverhulme-funded project, a
co-authored monograph entitled Beyond Restitution was

published by Hart Bloomsbury. It tells the story of cultural objects
that were housed in European institutions and returned to
countries in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. In addition to in-
depth analysis of relevant laws and policies, each of the case
studies integrates interviews with those who were directly
involved in those return processes, as well as those who were
impacted by them, including museum staff, government
representatives and community members. The book presents
previously unheard insights into past return processes, the
manifold modalities that such processes have followed, and, at
times, unexpected outcomes. By doing so, it offers possible

lessons to be learnt for future returns. The book is available in open access format and a book

launch will be hosted by the Embassy of Chile in November.

To jump to a particular section, please click on the hyperlinks below:

Training Courses & Teaching Investment Treaty Law
Business & Human Rights Migration & Anti-trafficking
Environmental and Climate Change Law People at the CIL

Human Rights

Upcoming Events

International Criminal Justice

Over the summer, we held our two summer schools - the first addressing Law and Technology

and the second focused on Public International Law. Both were very well attended and provided

an opportunity for tutors and participants to discuss in great depth some of the ongoing

developments and how the law was addressing them. Participants came from a wide range of

countries and backgrounds, facilitating meaningful and highly engaging discussions throughout

the summer schools. We are looking forward to hosting the summer schools again next year.


https://www.biicl.org/projects/beyond-theoretical-differences-on-international-law-identifying-common-ground-among-states-on-unlawful-behaviour-in-cyberspace
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hgTBEHgWWA
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/beyond-restitution-9781509982523/
https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/monograph?docid=b-9781509982554
https://www.biicl.org/summer-schools
https://www.biicl.org/publications/sovereignty-and-its-relation-to-primary-rules-of-international-law
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/beyond-restitution-9781509982523/

Last month, we also launched a series of short courses that will run through the autumn, with
the final two courses, Artificial Intelligence Governance and Business and Human Rights starting
in the beginning of October. You can find out more about our programme of upcoming courses
at: www.biicl.org/upcoming-courses.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to our Director of Teaching & Training, Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci
to discuss your training needs.

BUSINESS & HUMAN RIGHTS

Following our spring workshop on The Transposition of the
CSDDD - navigating the uncertainty amidst the Omnibus Ve & 00 Camirn. fD
proposal: future scenarios and what to do now?2, which

examined the comparative experiences of Member States that Transposing the CSDDD - Navigating

. . Legal Uncertainties amidst the Omnibus
have already adopted legislative frameworks on mandatory proposal and Implementation Challeng
human rights and environmental due diligence (HREDD), we Sl S

published a series of policy briefs in July, in order to share
insights gleaned from the workshop.

On 17 September 2025, we engaged with Enact’s Swedish
Network for Business and Human Rights to discuss early

findings and insights from our project, Human rights in global

supply chains: Measuring the effectiveness of home state

requlatory models on corporate behaviour. We held a

discussion-+based workshop with 25 Nordic based companies reflecting on the effectiveness
of mandatory human rights due diligence laws.

In the context of corporate complicity in war crimes, Dr Irene Pietropaoli and Dr Sara Rozai’s

BIICL Insight, Privatised Food Delivery in Gaza and Violations of International Humanitarian

Law examines the use of starvation as a weapon of war through blockades, destruction of food
systems and the privatisation of aid delivery. The outsourcing of humanitarian relief to a private,
for-profit, militarised organisation may expose corporate actors to liability for aiding or abetting
violations of international humanitarian law, while also eroding humanitarian neutrality and
undermining its credibility as a universal legal framework.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE CHANGE LAW

In September, Dr Ivano Alogna co-organised with
Prof. Elbert de Jong the seminar The Future of
Corporate  Climate Change Litigation _in _the
Netherlands, hosted by the Utrecht Centre for
Accountability and Liability Law at Utrecht University.
The event, the Global Toolbox on Corporate Climate
Litigation project, marked the conclusion of a
remarkable first phase of 17 national conferences
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and 5 regional summits. It explored the evolution and future of corporate climate change
litigation in the Netherlands from multiple perspectives, including financial law, consumer law,
tort law, criminal law, and human rights law, while also offering comparative insights from
across Europe.

Recently, Ivano Alogna also spoke at ‘Climate Law in Europe: Taking Stock — Looking Forward’,
the inaugural conference of the European Association of Climate Law (EACL) in Berlin. His

presentation examined how recent advisory opinions may reshape corporate accountability in
Europe and beyond.

Over the summer, we convened and contributed to several
international initiatives. In July, ot the Rockefeller
Foundation’s Bellagio Center in Lake Como, Ivano joined
the Climate Governance Commission  convening
‘Governing Our Planetary Emergency: Charting our Path
Toward Effective Earth System Governance’. He contributed
reflections on the Global Pact for the Environment project
(2016-17) and co-presented a forward-looking proposal for
an International Environmental Court to enhance legal
coherence and accountability in environmental governance.

lvano Alogna and Anthony Wenton also delivered training sessions as part of the Global Public
Interest Lawyering (GPIL) Programme, coordinated by the Global Pro Bono Bar Association.
They lectured respectively on International Environmental and Climate Change Law and
Jurisdiction and Immunity. The intensive course, held online and in-person from The Hague,
trained early-career lawyers in international law practice.

Finally, our new podcast series Corporate Climate Litigation:
Global Perspectives & Legal Tactics is now fully available on Spotify
with all six episodes. Co-hosted by Ivano Alogna, Crisela
Bernardino, and Anthony Wenton, the series features world-
renowned experts from the Toolbox project’'s Core Group —
leading scholars, practitioners, and judges.

The episodes cover:

Introduction to Corporate Climate Litigation (CCL)
The Role of Science in CCL

The Role of Human Rights in CCL

Standing and Justiciability in CCL

Arguments and Defences in CCL

Transnational and International Dimension of CCL

You can listen to the full series here.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

We have continued our work on labour exploitation in the context of Cuban Foreign Medical
Missions, including an in-depth analysis of the bilateral agreements between Cuba (and Cuban
authorities) and host states, research into applicable legal frameworks (including with regards
to asylum and trafficking law), as well as addressing these issues from the perspective of State
responsibility and Sustainable Development Goals. The research outputs have been discussed
with a range of stakeholders, including government representatives from Latin American
countries, NGOs and the inter-American Commission for Human Rights. In the context of this
project, in September, Dr Rosana Garciandia participated in a regional consultation organised
by the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights
of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights on An Agenda for Equality: Public Policies
against Poverty and Inequality.

In July, we held consultations with stakeholders for our research exploring how Smart
technologies including Al can enhance access to Justice concerns for Vulnerable Communities

that are currently underserved by legal services. The consultation session brought together
stakeholders and experts with a wide range of backgrounds to discuss and validate the
provisional findings of the report and explore particular issues in greater depth. A key highlight
of the discussion was the need to distinguish between self-help Al-driven legal support services,
and the use of Al to support the work of lawyers providing legal advice through law clinics,
NGOs, other support services and in the context of legal aid. The report is now finalised and
undergoing the final reviews and production with a view to publication by the end of the year.
The project brings together various strands of work at BIICL including our work on Al and the
Law, our work (mostly through the Bingham Centre) on access to justice, and specific projects
that addressed access to justice for particular groups including the impacts of lack of legal

advice on trafficked persons.

In July, Dr Rosana Garciandia also delivered a lecture on State responsibility at the Global
Public Interest Lawyering Programme, organised by the Global Probono Bar Association. The
session explored the main aspects of the International Law of State Responsibility, engaging
with recent cases and encouraging participant discussion about the potential of the law of State

responsibility not only to ensure accountability but also as a way to encourage State compliance
with international obligations.

At the end of September, Anthony Wenton, Research Fellow in Public International Law, travelled
to Abu Dhabi to participate in a ‘Fireside Chat on Climate Change, Cultural Heritage and the
Role of Indigenous Peoples’. The discussion explored the link between climate change and

human rights, with a particular focus on how climate change impacts cultural rights, Indigenous
Peoples and women, as well as the importance of inclusive, human rights-based approaches
to climate action that draw on the full diversity of perspectives in society and integrate
Indigenous and local knowledge. This was the last of a series of public events on human rights
organised by the Permanent Committee for Human Rights of the United Arab Emirates and the
Anwar Gargash Diplomatic Academy (AGDA), with participation of the UAE Ministry of Climate
Change and Environment. The series was coordinated by Dr Christine Bakker, Visiting Research

Fellow at BIICL. These events have helped to raise awareness, build knowledge, and foster
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informal dialogue about progress and current challenges in the implementation of human rights
within the UAE and beyond.

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE

In June, Asser Institute released its report on The Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression

Against Ukraine: Legal assessment and policy recommendations, co-authored by Dr Kateryna

Busol. In her chapter, Kateryna analyses key legitimacy barometers for the new tribunal.
Kateryna also argues for the Tribunal’s transformative potential, for Ukrainian society at large,
for Russia’s unaddressed imperial legacy in Central and Eastern Europe and for the more equal
prosecution of aggressions globally.

In July, Kateryna contributed to a Wilton Park event on
The Pursuit of Criminal Justice for Ukraine, with key

recommendations on both judicial and non-judicial

accountability. Dr Busol reiterated her emphasis on
reparations for international crime survivors and the
need for a revitalised vision of holistic transitional
justice for Ukraine in an interview for the Institute of

War & Peace Reporting.

Photo: Wilton Park ©

Also in July, Kristin Hausler provided training to a group of Ukrainian prosecutors on different
forms of attacks against cultural heritage as violations of international humanitarian law.

Finally Anthony Wenton gave a lecture in The Hague on international

criminal law and immunity of State officials from foreign criminal
jurisdiction. This was part of the Global Public Interest Lawyering

(GPIL) Summer Intensive Program, a new initiative that provides

\ , practical legal training in public international law to students and
‘% 75‘ : legal practitioners, with a view to promoting public interest and pro
RS bono legal work. The lecture also provided an opportunity to present

his ongoing research on immunities of State officials and the lessons

to be learned from historical scholarship and practice, particularly the archives of the United
Nations War Crimes Commission from the 1940s.
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INVESTMENT TREATY LAW

Young
Investment
Treaty Forum

London on the motion: “This House believes that a State should

On 3 July 2025, the Young ITF hosted its fourth debate in @

not be allowed to rely on domestic illegality to avoid its

#CARE ol
IN ARBITRATION  London VYAP

international obligations.” The event was held under the
Chatham House Rule and featured leading voices in the field, Young ITF Debate
including Tarigq Baloch KC (Essex Court Chambers), Evgeniya

Rubinina (Enyo Law), Hayk Kupelyants (King’s College London), This House believes that a
and Veronika Lakhno (Boies Schiller Flexner LLP). State should not be allowed
to rely on domestic illegality

to avoid its international

The debate provided a platform for young arbitration Y-

practitioners, academics, and postgraduate students to engage
with a complex issue central to international law and investment
arbitration. Applications to speak closed at 23:59 (London) on 4 June 2025. Participants and
observers were invited to take part in this dynamic discussion shaping the future of ISDS.

MIGRATION & ANTI-TRAFFICKING

Working with Privacy International, we
initiated a new project on Technology-
Mediated Migration Management. The

work explores the various legal avenues
available for challenging harmful uses of
technology in the context of migration.
BIICL's role involves developing a legal
briefing that examines the human rights

and data protection implications of the use
of technology to target migrants. Our work will focus on two key areas: (1) international human
rights law and authoritative statements from international and regional human rights bodies;
and (2) decisions of data protection authorities around the world, particularly within Europe. By
conducting in-depth legal research and analysis to identify relevant legislation, judicial findings
and authoritative resources, our work aims to map the current legal landscape with a view to
strengthening the protection of migrants' rights in the digital age. This phase of the work on this
critical issue will be completed by the end of the year.

In July we convened a stakeholder consultation as part of our Immigration Detention and the

Rule of Law Project. Bringing together a cohort of detention visitors, academic experts,

practitioners, and policy professionals allowed is to validate the work so far on the principles
and facilitate the finalisation of the principles as way as laying the groundwork for ensuring that
the principles are useful and usable by the various intended audiences. As questions around
immigration control and the use of immigration detention continue to make the daily news and
spark debate, we are confident that our rigorous, principles approach will provide a useful tool
for advocating towards rule of law compliant law and policy in the area.
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Jean-Pierre Gauci and Georgia Greville had their entry on the
Organization of American States and migration published as part

Elgar
Concise Encyclopedia

of the Elgar Concise Encyclopedia of Migration and Asylum Law. e

: . Do : . MIGRATION AND
The volume, edited by Vincent Chetail brings together an impressive NS e
line-up of contributors and offers a comprehensive look at key legal
and institutional frameworks shaping migration and asylum
globally. The entry explores the often-overlooked but significant role

$444944 44414

of the OAS in migration governance across the Americas and well
beyond - from human rights jurisprudence by the Court and
Commission, to regional cooperation and soft law instruments.

PEOPLE AT THE CIL

Over the summer, we have continued to host volunteer researchers at BIICL, as well as summer
interns. This year, we welcomed interns from Syracuse University’'s LondonEx Programme,
Harvard Law School, NYU Law and the University of Chicago Law School.

One of our British Academy Fellows, Professor Roman Petrov, has

participated in numerous initiatives pertaining to the future of
Ukraine. He delivered a guest talk on the topic ‘Can EU External
Action justice and fair Peace Deal for Ukraine in Trump 2.0 era?
Mission impossible2’ at the European University Viadrina (Germany)
in July. He also spoke at a workshop on ‘The Future of EU Support

for Ukraine: Ensuring Security, Justice and Peace in a Shifting
Transatlantic Landscape’ in September, which was organised by |EP
and ZOIS in Berlin, Germany. He also published an online interview on the public protests in
Ukraine in July 2025, following the anticorruption reform initiated by the Parliament of Ukraine.
Finally, also in September, Professor Petrov participated and spoke at the European Rule of Law
Conference hosted by Re:Constitution. At this event Prof. Roman Petrov organised and led a

brainstorming event on the issue of future elections in Ukraine in time and after the war.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Forty-Fourth ITF Public Conference: Evolving Standards of Investment Protection: Recent

Developments and New Trends
10 October 2025

This conference will explore the evolving landscape of investment protection, offering analysis

of recent cases, new treaties, and emerging trends. Key topics include fair and equitable
treatment, expropriation, full protection and security, national and most-favoured nation
treatment, denial of justice, ESG considerations, and proposed reforms from the UNCITRAL
Working Group lll. The event will bring together leading practitioners, government officials, and
academics to examine the current state and future of investment protection standards. Professor
Federico Ortino (King’s College London) will deliver the keynote speech.


https://www.biicl.org/people/jean-pierre-gauci
https://www.biicl.org/people/georgia-greville
https://www.biicl.org/people/roman-petrov
https://iep-berlin.de/en/
https://www.zois-berlin.de/en/
https://www.kiu.europa-uni.de/en/publications/kiurious/2kiurious-3/index.html
https://www.reconstitution.eu/en/veranstaltungen/rule-of-law-conference-2025
https://www.biicl.org/itfevents
https://www.biicl.org/itfevents

Harry Weinrebe Annual Lecture

14 October 2025

Each year, we host a special event to honour philanthropist Harry M. Weinrebe, founder of the
Dorset Foundation, and celebrate his lasting legacy. This year, outgoing UK Judge at the
European Court of Human Rights, Tim Eicke KC, will give this special lecture.

Annulment of Investor-State Arbitration Awards in Domestic Courts — Empirical Study
Launch
15 October 2025

In cooperation with Baker Botts, we will launch the Empirical Study on Annulment of Investor-

State Arbitration Awards in Domestic Courts. This pioneering study systematically examines
annulment proceedings across key jurisdictions outside ICSID, providing a comprehensive
overview of how national courts address challenges to arbitral awards. The event will present
key findings on grounds for annulment, success rates, and emerging trends, offering unique
insights into the interaction between domestic courts and international arbitration. Bringing
together leading practitioners, academics, and policymakers, the launch will foster discussion
on the implications of annulment practices for the stability and legitimacy of ISDS.

Legal Training and Technology Workshop

15 October 2025

The Legal Training and Technology Workshop will explore how technology is reshaping
professional training for lawyers. The workshop will examine innovative approaches to

continuing legal education, with a particular focus on the integration of Al and digital tools into
low firm training programmes. It will compare experiences across jurisdictions, identify
opportunities for harmonisation, and highlight best practices for developing future-ready
lawyers. Designed for practitioners, educators, and researchers, the event will provide a forum
for sharing insights, addressing challenges, and fostering collaboration on technology-driven
training models that enhance professional competence and global legal practice.

The UN Security Council at 80: Current Challenges, Future Opportunities?
4 November 2025
Our panel of distinguished experts will discuss the ongoing challenges facing the UN Security

Council and explore the potential necessity for reforms to enable this institution to effectively
fulfil its role as the guardian of international peace and security. It will offer panellists an
opportunity to discuss the findings of the recently published book entitled Empowering the UN
Security Council: Reforms to Address Modern Threats, which was co-edited by Floriane Lavaud
and Mona Ali Khalil. The panel discussion will be preceded by the screening of The Veto, a 57
minute documentary by Tim Slade which critically examines the use of the veto power by the
five permanent members of the UN Security Council.

State-owned Enterprises and International Investment Law
5 November 2025

This event will examine the evolving role of state-owned enterprises (SOEs) in international

investment law, with a focus on cross-border investment, state immunity, and treaty protections.
Panellists will explore the implications of SOE activity for arbitration, dispute resolution, and


https://www.biicl.org/events/12037/harry-weinrebe-memorial-event-2025-reflections-from-the-strasbourg-bench
https://www.biicl.org/events/12002/annulment-of-investor-state-arbitration-awards-in-domestic-courts-empirical-study-launch
https://www.biicl.org/events/12002/annulment-of-investor-state-arbitration-awards-in-domestic-courts-empirical-study-launch
https://www.biicl.org/events/12035/legal-training-and-technology-workshop
https://www.biicl.org/events/12052/the-un-security-council-at-80-current-challenges-future-opportunities
https://www.biicl.org/events/12033/state-owned-enterprises-and-international-investment-law

global regulatory frameworks, highlighting the intersection of state control and international
economic governance.

Mining Disputes: ISDS, ESG, and Valuation Challenges
11 November 2025
This hybrid event will explore key challenges in investor-State dispute settlement (ISDS) involving

the mining sector, including the valuation of large-scale claims and their impact on States’
ability to regulate in line with ESG objectives. Panellists will examine whether recent billion-
dollar claims have adequately accounted for project risks, and how States can safeguard
regulatory space in future disputes and treaty negotiations.

Small States Conference

12 November 2025

Along with the Institute of Small and Micro States, we are once again co-convening this annual
conference exploring the unique challenges and opportunities faced by small States in

international law. The event will bring together experts to discuss pressing legal issues affecting
small States across areas such as climate change, trade, dispute resolution, and global
governance. Details will be announced soon.

Book Launch: Beyond Restitution

13 November 2025

Join us for this special event marking the launch of Beyond Restitution, our recently published
book that shares the compelling stories of cultural objects housed in Europe and returned to
countries in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. The authors will discuss some of the case studies

from the book, including the return of Church bells from Wales to Chile.

80 Years On: The Legacy of the Nuremberg Trials for Accountability

1 December 2025

Together with the Robert H. Jackson Center and the International Nuremberg Principles
Academy, we will hold an event to mark the 80th anniversary of the commencement of the
Nuremberg Trials. The event will focus on the continued importance of the precedents set by

the Nuremberg Trials, and the resulting Nuremberg Principles, for the global struggle against
impunity today. In particular, our distinguished panel of speakers will consider what bearing
Nuremberg has on the much vexed question of whether doctrines of immunity can act as a bar
to the arrest and prosecution of State officials accused of international crimes.

Finally, note that we are planning a memorial event for Lady Hazel Fox CMG KC. Like everyone
at the Institute, we were deeply saddened to hear of her passing in July. We will announce the
date of the memorial event as soon as possible.

We hope to see you soon at our forthcoming events or training courses, in person or online!

Stay tuned for our next newsletter, which will be out in January 2026
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