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Less than a month ago, Israel initiated attacks on military and nuclear facilities in Iran, further
escalating the armed conflict in the region and igniting a contentious debate regarding the
legality of the exercise of a right to self-defense in this context and whether there truly exists an
imminent threat. If these recent attacks fail to qualify as legitimate acts of self-defense, then
similarly, the actions taken by the US in the context of collective self-defense cannot be justified.
The invocation of international law, particularly the right to self-defense, as a rationale for
attacking a sovereign nation without clear authorization from the United Nations is not a novel
occurrence. The parallel criticisms of international law itself in the media and elsewhere, raising
questions about its aptitude in addressing breaches that result in mass civilian casualties and
jeopardise global peace and security, were not new either but nevertheless concerning.

As conversations persist on how to strengthen international law and its implementation, the
Centre for International Law at BIICL remains dedicated to providing a platform for discussion
and knowledge exchange. This year, we should commemorate the anniversary of the UN
Charter not by undermining the principles of international law—our shared humanity in the
face of conflicts and atrocities—but by denouncing all violations of international law and striving
to hold those responsible accountable. It is thus encouraging that, during a month when
international law seemed to be at a breaking point, the Special Tribunal for the Crime of
Aggression against Ukraine was also established.

As mentioned in this newsletter, Dr Kateryna Busol has been engaged in discussions on the
establishment of the Special Tribunal. The rest of our team has also pursued their work in

promoting and advancing international law and the values it upholds. Some highlights include
the work of our Business and Human Rights team which offered a platform to guide policy
makers towards an effective transposition of the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence
Directive through expert-led discussions. Our Climate Change Law team recently launched a
podcast series on Corporate Climate Litigation, which is

available on Spotify.

Small States and
International Law

Our team has also led several publications, including two
edited volumes. The first, Small States and International Law

(Petra Butler, Jean-Pierre Gauci and Georgia Greville, eds)
explores the ways small States benefit from engaging with
international law, as well as the specific challenges they face
within the international law sphere. It does so by considering
different fora and a range of thematic areas, including
climate change, disarmament, technological development
and human rights. The volume is the product of our yearly
Small States Conference, convened along the Institute of
Small and Micro States and WilmerHale, and which will

celebrate its 10th anniversary later this year.


https://www.biicl.org/people/kateryna-busol
https://open.spotify.com/show/4thbMrJssy0hNwvHo1wUeR
https://brill.com/edcollbook/title/57234
https://www.biicl.org/smallstatesconference
https://brill.com/edcollbook/title/57234
https://www.biicl.org/

The second edited volume entitled Inter-State Communications

Inter-State and Human Rights: Developments and Prospects (Rosana

Communications and Garciandia and Jean-Pierre Gauci, eds) considers the potential
Human Rights

of inter-state communications for promoting and ensuring
respect for human rights around the globe. Stemming from a
Special Issue of the Human Rights Law Review published in 2024,
it brings together insights on the mapping and selection of
dispute resolution options; inter-State disputes in the European,
African, and Latin American legal systems; the potential of
conciliation in the context of human rights; the suitability of inter-
state communications to address particular human rights

l - - situations and issues, as well as the prospects and possibilities of
collective communications in international human rights law.

Finally, Professor Yarik Kryvoi just published Educating Lawyers
in the Digital Age: From Theory to Practice, which adopts a
practical, design-based research approach to refine and Yarik Kryvoi
improve learning design principles for legal education.

Drawing on his vast experience as both a scholar and _
Educating

Lawyers
in the
Digital Age

practitioner—including as the Director of our Investment Treaty
Forum and as co-founder of the Arbitration Lab—Professor
Kryvoi explores the unique aspects of legal education compared
to other professions. Through interviews with practitioners, he
identifies the skills needed for success in the legal practice. The
book also offers a set of learning design principles specifically
for legal education, aiming to bridge the gap between
academic theory and practical application. The final section
focuses on making legal education more affordable and
accessible for both learners and educators.

If you would like to know more about our work, do not hesitate to get in touch with the Director
of the Centre for International Law, Kristin Hausler, Dorset Senior Fellow.

To jump to a particular section of the newsletter, please click on the hyperlinks below:

e Training Courses & Teaching e International Criminal Justice
e Business & Human Rights e Law of the Sea

e Environmental & Climate Change Law e Migration & Anti-trafficking

e  Cultural Heritage Law e People at the CIL

e Human Rights o Upcoming Events

e Investment Treaty Law
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Educating-Lawyers-Digital-Age-International/dp/1905221975/

TRAINING COURSES & TEACHING

We are looking forward to hosting our Summer School in Public International Law from 14-18 July.

You can now book your space in our Autumn Courses, which start in September:

Public International Law in Practice

Business and Human Rights

Climate Change Litigation

Artificial Intelligence Governance

Cultural Heritage Law
Law of the Sea

Energy Law

You can find out more about our programme of upcoming courses here.

In addition, we are always open to tailor courses to your needs so do not hesitate to get in touch
to discuss your training needs.

Members of our team area also regularly invited to lead training sessions externally. In May,
Kristin Hausler contributed to the first online course on cultural property protection (CPP) in the
event of armed conflict which was organised by the International Institute of Humanitarian Law,

in San Remo. This was an opportunity to provide training on the legal frameworks applicable
to CPP to military, civilian and humanitarian practitioners deployed in the field.

In June, Dr Rosana Garciandia and Dr. Céline

Syllabus

Hocquet delivered a session on Cuban Foreign Seminario especializado en
Medical Missions as part of a Training Programme reclutamlanto étlco y trabajo forzoso
on Ethical Recruitment and Forced Labour

organized by the Diplomatic Institute Doctor Jose

Modalidad virtual

Gustavo Guerrero, the Independent Monitoring
Group of El Salvador (GMIES), and the Regional
Network of Civil Organisations for Migration
(RROCM). Participants included diplomats and State
officials from Central and Latin American countries working on labour and migration issues.

Instituto Diplomitic
“Doctor Joss Guatave Gusrrero”

In addition, Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci participated in a webinar convened

- 1% 4 forthe European Society of International Law Teaching Corner. The

TEACHING INTERNATIONAL LAW: discussion included editors and authors of recently published books
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The webinar will provide the chance to engage with authors of

e e esmemenin reflexive approaches and the highlighting of teaching during crises;

| Sl g, 2024) Joan-Pierre Gouci, Barrie Sander (eds.), Teaching

| T R jts themes  of  reflexivity, tools and techniques, contexts and

(ods.), Teaching International Law (Brill, 2024).

on the topic, including Teaching International Law: Reflections on

Pedagogical Practice in Context (Jean-Pierre Gauci and Barrie

Sander, eds). He reflected on the latter, including: the diversity of its

CHING CORNER

contributors and contributions; the foregrounding of critical and

Authors will be joined by Jed Odermatt (City St George's,

b ot s s gnacialised  areas; and the role and responsibilities of the

Chair: Glulio Roma Tre, ESIL

i toioin she et international law teacher in times of crisis.
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BUSINESS & HUMAN RIGHTS

On 28 May 2025, as a final event for our project Identifying and comparing impacts of

mHREDD legal models on internal corporate practice, we held a workshop titled The

Transposition of the CSDDD - navigating the uncertainty amidst the Omnibus proposal: future

scenarios and what to do now? at the NOVA School of Law in Lisbon, Portugal. Participants
included 20 policymakers from 9 different EU member states and over 30 experts from 15

countries across 5 continents.

This workshop provided a
platform for policymakers to
gain clarity on the latest

developments, explore future
regulatory scenarios, and
discuss immediate actions
necessary  for  effective
transposition of the CSDDD
through expert-led
discussions and interactive

sessions. The format of the
workshop allowed for a very
interactive discussion with input from many attendees. Key themes of the discussion were
exploring different scenarios concerning transposition approaches and challenges and
examining lessons learned from the comparative experiences of Member States that have
already adopted legislative frameworks on mandatory human rights and environmental due
diligence (HREDD). Participants also considered how best to promote the adequate
implementation of HREDD by companies within their respective countries and to provide
actionable guidance for policymakers on immediate next steps.

Additionally, the discussion focused on accompanying measures that national policymakers can
implement to support companies in meeting HREDD expectations, like exploring concrete and
innovative collaboration opportunities and measures that can aid compliance. Finally, practical
guidance for policymakers was discussed, including immediate steps to align national laws with
the CSDDD, the importance of engaging with businesses, civil society, and other stakeholders,
and the need to balance legal certainty with flexibility to accommodate the diverse needs of
different industries. A summary brief of the workshop with links to discussed materials will be
circulated in due course to participants of the workshop and disseminated to policy makers
more broadly.

Finally, note that a letter to the European Commission, prepared by Dr Thom Wetzer (Oxford
Sustainability Law Programme) alongside 30 leading legal scholars, was co-signed by Dr
Alogna. The letter, discussed in the media, warned that the proposed Omnibus Directive and
changes to Article 22 of the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD) would
not reduce costs, but instead expose companies to new legal and financial risks while

undermining sustainability goals.


https://www.biicl.org/projects/identifying-and-comparing-impacts-of-mhredd-legal-models-on-internal-corporate-practice
https://www.biicl.org/projects/identifying-and-comparing-impacts-of-mhredd-legal-models-on-internal-corporate-practice
https://www.biicl.org/events/12011/the-transposition-of-the-csddd-navigating-the-uncertainty-amidst-the-omnibus-proposal-future-scenarios-and-what-to-do-now
https://www.biicl.org/events/12011/the-transposition-of-the-csddd-navigating-the-uncertainty-amidst-the-omnibus-proposal-future-scenarios-and-what-to-do-now
https://www.biicl.org/events/12011/the-transposition-of-the-csddd-navigating-the-uncertainty-amidst-the-omnibus-proposal-future-scenarios-and-what-to-do-now
https://www.smithschool.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/Letter_Legal_Scholars_EU_Art_22_CSDDD_2025.pdf
https://archive.is/FrVf1

As part of its ongoing commitment to advancing legal
thought leadership in the field of climate change, BIICL
has recently released a number of key outputs on
climate litigation. On 25 June, BIICL launched its new

Introduction to
Corporate Climate Litigation

podcast series Corporate Climate Litigation: Global
Perspectives & Legal Tactics, co-hosted by Dr Ivano
Alogna, Crisela Bernardino, and Anthony Wenton. The
first episode, which introduces corporate climate

litigation, features Professors Michael Gerrard
(Columbia University) and Jacqueline Peel (University

of Melbourne). The second episode is on scientific

Corporate Climate Litigation
Global Perspectives and Legal Tactics Podcast

evidence and brings together Dr Justin Mankin
(Dartmouth College) and Marc Willers KC (Garden Court Chambers). The series is available
on Spotify and on the BIICL Corporate Climate Litigation Platform.

On 23 May, we released the second issue of the BIICL Climate Law and Litigation Blog which
focuses on intergenerational equity and corporate accountability, with an editorial post by
Crisela Bernardino. The next issue, to be published in September, will discuss sea-level rise,
including the legal implications of the ITLOS Advisory Opinion on Climate Change, maritime
entitlements, and the forthcoming ICJ Advisory Opinion on State obligations.

—

On 1 May, Prof Eva Lein and Dr Alogna co-
organised a climate change law conference
with the Centre de droit comparé, européen
et international at the University of Lausanne,
in Switzerland. The event gathered prominent
experts and former judges, including
Professors Marie-Cordonier Segger, Marc-
Philippe Weller, Michael Faure, and Héléne
Keller (European Court of Human Rights), as
well as Lord Robert Carnwath (former Justice
of the UK Supreme Court), leading

practitioners such as Marc Willers KC, and a new generation of scholars.

Over the past several months, Dr Alogna spoke on climate 2;:7:2)”:‘%:1”
~
accountability in the extractive sector, legal trends following the (Uoh @IS

Milieudefensie v. Shell ruling, and the role of litigation in supporting TN WCEL

just transition and biodiversity protection, at the Society of Legal O e L

Scholars event on Strategic Litigation Against Extractive Companies ATED LEGALPRITEL
at Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge on 10 April and at the E——
University of Genoa on 18 April. He also spoke at the 4th IUCN
WCEL World Environmental Law Congress in Rabat, Morocco, on 5
May, where he focused on the link between corporate litigation and
climate governance, biodiversity and ecosystem protection, and the



https://www.biicl.org/people/ivano-alogna
https://www.biicl.org/people/ivano-alogna
https://www.biicl.org/people/crisela-bernardino
https://www.biicl.org/people/anthony-wenton
https://open.spotify.com/show/4thbMrJssy0hNwvHo1wUeR
https://www.biicl.org/climate-litigation
https://www.biicl.org/blog/106/editors-note-to-the-second-issue-of-the-biicl-climate-law-and-litigation-blog-series
https://www.biicl.org/people/eva-lein
https://open.spotify.com/show/4thbMrJssy0hNwvHo1wUeR

rights of Indigenous Peoples; a video summary of the event is available here.

Between May and June, Dr Alogna participated
in a series of high-level events across Europe
focused on climate risk, litigation, and legal
governance, as well as several academic events
in Perugia and Paris, as well as Milan, where
he participated in a roundtable on the
insurability of climate risk at the Universita
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore. In Berlin, he spoke
at the inaugural Climate-Energy-Security Nexus
symposium hosted by IKEM, where he explored

how climate litigation can serve as a legal
response to emerging climate-security risks. He also delivered a keynote on Corporate Climate
Litigation Trends at a Business Network Meeting hosted by Dr Sofia Gonzalez de Aguinaga, in
collaboration with Centrica and Slaughter and May, in London. Crisela Bernardino kicked-off

the discussion about climate change expectations for business across the UK, US and Europe.

On 30 June, Dr Alogna hosted the launch webinar of the
newly established Climate Litigation Cluster within the IUCN
WCEL Climate Change Law Specialist Group, which he co- e
. . THE ROAD TO NET ZERO IN COURT:
leads with Dr Kate McKenzie. The event on ‘The Road to Net JUST TRANSITION AND CORPORATE
. .. . CLIMATE LITIGATION
Zero in Court: Just Transition and Corporate Climate

Litigation’, featured leading practitioners and scholars
working at the interface of litigation and just transition.
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Beyond climate litigation, we have also been considering
broader climate justice questions within the international
legal discourse. The Cambridge International Law Journal’s

14th Annual Conference held on 28-29 April, which focused

on ‘Navigating a Multipolar World: Challenges to the Post- ' CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

ATURED SPEAKERS:

WWII Status Quo of International Law’, marked a timely
reflection on the evolving global order, questioning whether
the post-1945 legal framework remains fit for purpose, in light of the 80th anniversary of the
UN Charter. The conference, which involved ICJ Judge Bogdan Aurescu, ITLOS President Tomas
Heidar, Professor Antony Anghie, and Ambassador Rena Lee, also included Crisela Bernardino,

who presented on decolonial climate justice, exploring how international law addresses the link
between colonial history and climate injustice, and how domestic climate action in the Global
South is increasingly stress-testing the coherence and adequacy of the international legal
system. Recordings are available here.

Building on the theme of decolonial approaches to climate justice, Crisela shared reflections at
a workshop held on 19 June by Southampton Law School, in collaboration with the Centre for
Environmental Rights and the Mining and Environmental Justice Community Network of South
Africa. She stressed the need to centre ethical considerations in lawyer—community
collaborations to ensure that such partnerships are meaningful and empowering for the
communities involved.


https://iucn.org/events/iucn-event/4th-iucn-wcel-world-environmental-law-congress-5-7-may-2025
https://www.biicl.org/people/sofia-gonzalez-de-aguinaga
https://iucn.org/our-union/commissions/group/iucn-wcel-climate-change-law-specialist-group/climate-litigation
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CULTURAL HERITAGE LAW

On 16 May, Kristin participated in the first
international forum of the UNESCO Civil-
Military Alliance for the Protection of Cultural

Property in Paris. This initiative was launched in
2024 on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of
the 1954 Hague Convention to promote
effective cooperation between civil and military
stakeholders in all stages of armed conflicts.

This was a great opportunity to learn about
challenges and needs in different contexts of insecurity and armed conflict around the globe,
as well as to consider new strategies and tools to strengthen heritage protection.

The last week of May, Kristin
chaired  the infersessional
meeting of the ILA Committee

on the Safequarding of Cultural

Heritage in All Stages of Armed
Conflict. The meeting, which
was held over two days at the

National Palace Museum of
Korea in Seoul, was particularly
rich in discussions and exchanges, with the participation of over 30 global leading experts, both
online and in person. The meeting was possible thanks to the support of the ILA Korean branch,
its President, Professor Seokwoo Lee, and its President-elect and
Committee member, Professor Gyooho Lee. The Committee is
now preparing its interim report, which consists of a gap analysis
of the legal frameworks applicable to the safeguarding of
cultural heritage in armed conflict, and which will be presented
at the next ILA biennial meeting in Vienna in August 2026. The
issues covered by the Committee include: the synergies between
the different culture conventions, human rights, and
humanitarian law; the rules applicable to heritage under
occupation; the application of immunities and sanctions to
cultural objects; the safeguarding of intangible heritage; as well

as issues of restitution and heritage reconstruction.

On 3 June, Kristin Hausler spoke at the Quai Branly museum on
a panel focused on restitution. Organised by the French
Commission for UNESCO, this event marked the launch of the
comparative dictionary of cultural heritage law. It was an
opportunity to discuss the role of legal frameworks in enabling
the return of cultural objects to their countries of origin, as well

as the role of museums in those returns.

PATRIMOINE ET CONFLITS - PATRIMOINES EN CONFLITS
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On 12 June, Kristin participated in the UK Symposium of the Blue Shield in Bristol, where she
discussed the UK implementation of the 1954 Hague Convention on the Protection of Cultural
Property in Situation of Armed Conflict, noting that while the

70 implementation is overall satisfying (including with the

COURT

Scenes from a provision for universal jurisdiction over certain crimes against
Repatriation heritage), it could be improved such as by considering listing
Jept fen certain properties under enhanced protection or by ensuring
synergies with the implementation of the 2003 Convention for

the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Finally, she was invited to review Scenes from a Repatriation,

a new play by Singaporean playwright Joel Tan which recently
debuted at the Royal Court Theatre. The play tells the story of
a 1000-year-old statue of the Boddhisattva Guan Yin which
lived in The British Museum before returning to China. Her
review was published in Law and Humanities. Find out what

she thought of the play here.

HUMAN RIGHTS

On 24 June, we co-convened an event (with
KCL's CIGAD) on Collective Trends in
International Litigation: Implications for
Human Rights Protection and for Small
States, which brought together experts to
discuss the prospects, opportunities, and
challenges of collectivisation in international
dispute settlement generally, and with
regard to human rights in particular.
Convened and chaired by Dr Rosana
Garciandia and Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci, the
panel included Professor Nicolas Angelet

(Université Libre de Bruxelles and Doughty Street Chambers), Dr Margaretha Wewerinke-Singh
(University of Amsterdam), Veronica Boticelli (Universita degli Studi di Milano), Eran Sthoeger
Esq (Attorney and Columbia University), Professor Frans Viljoen (University of Pretoria), Dr David
Keane (Dublin City University), Professor Jorge Contesse (Rutgers Law School), and Merryl
Lawry-White (ILA British Branch). A recording of the event is available here.

We have also finalised our research with Transparency International on the Assessment of the
review mechanism of the UN Convention Against Corruption. This study aimed to assess
whether reviews of Article 13 of the Convention, which enshrines civil society participation in
anti-corruption efforts, capture the challenges that civil society faces when participating in anti-
corruption efforts and whether they help foster an enabling environment for civil society’s

participation in anti-corruption efforts. This work, led by Dr Rosana Garciandia and involving
Dr Céline Hocquet, Sara Al Khaslock, and Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci, will be published by

Transparency International in due course.
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We have also continued providing
conceptual inputs to a series of public
events on human rights organized by the
Anwar Gargash Diplomatic  Academy
(AGDA) and the Permanent Committee for
Human Rights of the United Arab Emirates,
which is being coordinated by Dr Christine

Bakker. These events aim at raising
awareness, build knowledge, and foster
informal dialogue about progress and

current challenges in the implementation of
human rights within the UAE and beyond. Between February and June 2025, four meetings
were held at AGDA in Abu Dhabi, which attracted large audiences including students and
scholars, national policymakers from various Ministries, civil society organizations, international
organizations and the diplomatic community in the UAE. The topics covered in the events
organized in the first half of 2025 included: the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Past,

Present and Future Perspectives (25 February); Human Rights in the Metaverse (24 April);

Business and Human Rights (BHR): Practical Reflections on Implementing Human Rights and

Environmental Due Diligence (8 May); and Regional Human Rights Systems: Commonalities
and Unique Perspectives (19 June). These events brought together high-level international
speakers, and experts from the UAE, for an informal exchange of views that were open to the

public at large. As such, they continued to aftract a varied audience, and offered opportunities
for discussion and contacts among stakeholders on specific human rights-related issues.

As part of this series, Jean-Pierre Gauci and Irene Pietropaoli combined participation as
rapporteurs with delivering a guest lecture at AGDA on topics within their respective areas of

expertise, and Jasmine Elliott prepared the event on business and human rights, joining as an
online rapporteur. A detailed report of these events will be published in the coming months.

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE

In April, the Journal of International Criminal Justice published Dr Kateryna Busol’s article on

Ensuring Gender-Competent Responses to Conflict-Related Male Sexual Violence in Russia’s

Aggression against Ukraine. The article explores the intermittent international jurisprudence on

sexual violence against men and boys, as well as analyses the types and dynamics of sexual
violence crimes against Ukrainian civilian and POW males since the beginning of Russia’s
aggression in 2014, also suggesting ways to sensitise prosecutions, reparations and wider
redress for survivors.

Kateryna reiterated the urgency of holistic - intersectional and gender-nuanced - support to
survivors of various international crimes at the EUAM conference on Building Bridges through

Justice: Addressing the Consequences of Russian Aggression, held in May in Kyiv. Kateryna

argued that Ukraine should re-activate its transitional justice policy-making without delay. Such
a policy would provide an umbrella framework for the nation’s transitional justice vision,
reiterate the equal standing of its various pillars, especially truth-seeking and reparations, and
harmonise numerous emerging justice initiatives.
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On 12 May, Kateryna spoke at the Chatham
House’s event on The Struggle for Justice in

Ukraine. In her remarks, she focused on the
need to address the often invisible and
neglected experiences of Ukrainian males
survivors of conflict-related sexual violence
and impermissibility of amnesties for
international crimes. Kateryna also argued
that Ukraine should become a leading
supporter of the proposed reform of the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal

Court, to equalise the Court's power to

prosecute any future crimes of aggression globally. She contended that such a stance would
contribute to gradually rectifying the blatant accountability gap and reinforce the urgency of the
parallel prosecution of Russia’s leadership for the crime of aggression in a Special Tribunal.

Kateryna further explored the legitimacy barometers of such a Tribunal at the Asser Institute’s
June event The Crime of Aggression: Legal Developments and Accountability Efforts.

In June, Anthony Wenton, Research

Fellow in Public International Law,
was invited to judge the
International Bar  Association

International Criminal Court Moot
Court Competition, held in The
Hague. The competition gathers

students and trainee lawyers from
around the world to participate in
mock trials that simulate proceedings at the ICC. He was also invited by the Grotius Centre for
International Legal Studies at Leiden University to judge the Telders International Law Moot

Court Competition. Anthony was also invited to lecture in The Hague as part of the Global

Public Interest Lawyering (GPIL) Summer Intensive Program, which provides practical legal
training in public international law to students, practitioners, and diplomats.

INVESTMENT TREATY LAW

The Forty-Third ITF Public Conference, held on
25 April 2025, focused on the intersection of
geopolitics and international investment law. The

event commenced with an opening address by
Prof. Yarik Kryvoi, followed by a keynote speech
from Professor David Collins, exploring the rise
of plurilateralism and its impact on international
investment law. The first panel, chaired by Prof.
David Chekroun, delved into foreign direct
investment (FDI) admission regimes and their
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relationship with national security, with speakers discussing issues such as national security
exceptions in investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS). The second panel addressed the
complexities of coercion, sanctions, and ISDS, with insights into how sanctions affect dispute
resolutions. The final panel, led by Penny Madden KC, examined the impact of armed conflict
on ISDS, focusing on full protection and security clauses, and issues arising from investments in
occupied fterritories. The conference concluded with closing remarks by Christophe Bondy,
summarizing key takeaways and discussions.

LAW OF THE SEA

On 23 June 2025, we hosted a
workshop on Effective, Accountable

and Tronsporenf Governance

Practices for Deep Seabed Mining,

bringing together leading experts to
examine accountability standards
and  procedures relevant to
decision-making  in  deep-sea
mining. The workshop assessed

whether current frameworks align
with international best practices for equitable and environmentally responsible outcomes.
Chaired by Professor Neil Craik (University of Waterloo), the event formed part of a broader
research initiative funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada,
which explores the accountability mechanisms of international organisations, with a particular
focus on the International Seabed Authority (ISA).

MIGRATION & ANTI-TRAFFICKING

In April, Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci delivered a keynote address at a conference on A better approach
to ending impunity for Trafficking in Persons, organised by the Office of the Director of Public

Prosecutions (DPP) of Mauritius, an opportunity to disseminate the findings of his research. He
highlighted the need to engage with the interaction of trafficking with a range of other policy
fields including migration, labour and economic policy, definitional questions in the
international legal framework - including around consent, exploitation and vulnerability, the
pivotal role of identification in any response to trafficking, as well as the importance of
recognising and respecting the agency of survivors and the need for quality legal advice (and
its impact on legal and life outcomes for survivors). He also discussed the links between
trafficking and other fields including business and human rights, climate change and
technology.

On 8 May, Dr Rosana Garciandia presented her work on Intersectional Approaches to Climate
Displacement at the roundtable exploration on issues surrounding climate change and class
discrimination law, jointly organised by the Berkeley Climate Equality Working Group and
Intersectional Class Discrimination Working Group. Both groups are part of the Berkeley Center

on Comparative Equality and Anti-Discrimination Law. Dr Garciondia addressed the audience
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about an intersectional approach to climate displacement, exploring what such an approach
may look like and whether and how it can help tackle the unequal effects of climate change
grounded on class-based inequality. The event was chaired by Professor Geraldine Van Bueren
KC, Honorary Senior Fellow at BIICL, and triggered fruitful discussions following presentations
by speakers, including also Dr Christy Clark (School of Law, University of Canberra) and
Professor Margot Young (Allard Law, University of British Columbia). The recording can be
accessed on the organisers’ website.

On 3 June, working with Refugee Legal Support, we hosted
an event presenting and discussing the Practical Toolkit
published by UNHCR on International Protection for People

Displaced across Borders in the context of Climate Change

and Disasters. Combining principled legal analysis with

practical examples and sample case law, the session sought

International protection to support lawyers and decision-makers to better
for people displaced across .

o un(.JIers’rcmd when, how and why p.ec.)ple may hqve a valid
climate change and disasters claim for refugee status or subsidiary protection in the

context of climate change and disasters. The session was

: delivered by the authors of the toolkit including Prof. Jane
McAdam AO, Scientia Professor of Law and the Founding
Director of the Kaldor Centre for International Refugee Law,
UNSW Sydney; Prof. Geoff Gilbert, Sérgio Vieira de Mello
Professor of International Human Rights & Humanitarian

I AEs @cers fum wumen

Law, University of Essex as well as Cornelis (Kees) Wouters, Senior Refugee Law Advisor,
UNHCR. It was chaired by Emily Rowe of Refugee Legal Support.

We have also continued our work on labour exploitation in the context of Cuban Foreign
Medical Missions, including an in depth analysis of the bilateral agreements between Cuba
(and Cuban authorities) and host states, research into applicable legal frameworks (including
with regards to asylum and trafficking law) as well as addressing these issues from the
perspective of State responsibility and Sustainable Development Goals. The research outputs
have been discussed with a range of stakeholders, including government representatives from
Latin American countries and the inter-American Commission for Human Rights.

Finally, we continued to monitor developments at the International Labour Organization with
regards to platform workers. In a post on the BIICL Blog, Georgia Greville outlined the issues

to be discussed at this year’s International Labour Conference as the organisation works
towards the creation of an international labour standard on decent work in the platform
economy. On the basis of those deliberations, further insights will be published soon on the
BIICL Blog, reflecting on the momentous opportunity that the agreement to develop and adopt
an instrument regarding platform workers represents for the protection of labour rights and
decent work for this group of (often vulnerable) workers.
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PEOPLE AT THE CIL

Some of our esteemed colleagues are moving on. We wish them all the best in their new roles
and look forward to cooperating in different ways in the futurel!

In May 2025, our Researcher in International Law and
Dispute Settlement, Abhijeet Shrivastava, participated in the
76th session of the International Law Commission as an
Assistant to Dr Penelope Ridings. In September 2025,
Abbhijeet will be joining the International Court of Justice as a
Judicial Fellow, assisting a Judge of the Court during the
busiest case docket in the history of the Court. At BIICL,
Abhijeet is working on issues of jurisdiction in dispute
settlement, public international law, and law of the sea.

Our Research Fellow in Public International Law and Climate
Change, Dr Alina Holzhausen, ventured on a new career
path in May. Starting as a Legal and Policy Adviser at Uplift,
Alina will focus on strategic legal and policy advocacy to
support Uplift's efforts to create a rapid and fair transition
away from oil and gas production in the UK. At BIICL, Alina
conducted extensive research on climate change and its
interrelations with people, including their rights and culture.
Some of her work highlights included presenting research
findings during COP26 in Glasgow and submitting to UN
Special Rapporteurs’ calls for inputs.

Sara Al Khashlok embarked on consultancies for the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and a PhD
programme at the Geneva Academy, addressing issues of
transitional justice in the context of occupation. Having been
a Researcher at BIICL for a year, Sara was an integral part of
the migration team, actively involved in a number of our
projects in the migration and labour rights sphere, including
our work on labour exploitation in Cuban Foreign Medical

Missions and our work on the prevention of exploitation and

trafficking of migrant workers in Jordan.

Finally, we have continued to host volunteer researchers at BIICL, as well as summer interns.
This year, we welcomed interns from Syracuse University’s LondonEx Programme, Harvard Law
School, NYU Law and the University of Chicago Law School.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Public International Law in the UK Courts
9 July 2025

This event will be chaired by Lord Justice Dingemans and panelists will include: Hussein Haeri
KC (Withers), Professor Dan Sarooshi KC (Essex Court Chambers), Professor Philippa Webb
(Twenty Essex), Professor Can Yeginsu (3VB Chambers). Drawing on their extensive expertise,
panellists will examine recent cases addressing issues of international law, including immunities,
and assess how domestic courts are interpreting and applying international legal principles.
The discussion will also consider broader trends and future directions in the field.

Annulment of Investor-State Arbitration Awards in Domestic Courts - Empirical Study Launch
11 September 2025

This evening event will bring together leading practitioners, academics, and policymakers to
explore key findings from a new empirical study, discuss trends in annulment proceedings, and
consider the broader implications for international arbitration. Speakers include Prof. Yarik
Kryvoi (BIICL), Dr Johannes Koepp (Baker Botts), and Jack Biggs (Baker Botts).

Forty-Fourth ITF Public Conference: Evolving Standards of Investment Protection: Recent
Developments and New Trends
10 October 2025

This conference will explore the evolving landscape of investment protection, offering analysis
of recent cases, new treaties, and emerging trends. Key topics include fair and equitable
treatment, expropriation, full protection and security, national and most-favoured nation
treatment, denial of justice, ESG considerations, and proposed reforms from the UNCITRAL
Working Group lll. The event will bring together leading practitioners, government officials, and
academics to examine the current state and future of investment protection standards. Professor
Federico Ortino (King's College London) will deliver the keynote speech.

Harry Weinrebe Annual Lecture
14 October 2025 - Save the date!

Each year, we host a special event to honour philanthropist Harry M. Weinrebe, founder of the
Dorset Foundation, and celebrate his lasting legacy. This year, outgoing UK Judge at the
European Court of Human Rights, Judge Tim Eicke KC, will give this special lecture. Details for
the 2025 event will appear on our website shortly.

State-owned Enterprises and International Investment Law
5 November 2025

This event will examine the evolving role of state-owned enterprises (SOEs) in international
investment law, with a focus on cross-border investment, state immunity, and treaty protections.
Panellists will explore the implications of SOE activity for arbitration, dispute resolution, and
global regulatory frameworks, highlighting the intersection of state control and international
economic governance.
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Mining Disputes: ISDS, ESG, and Valuation Challenges
11 November 2025

This hybrid event will explore key challenges in investor-State dispute settlement (ISDS) involving
the mining sector, including the valuation of large-scale claims and their impact on States’
ability to regulate in line with ESG obijectives. Panellists will examine whether recent billion-
dollar claims have adequately accounted for project risks, and how States can safeguard
regulatory space in future disputes and treaty negotiations.

Small States Conference
12 November 2025

BIICL and the Institute of Small and Micro States co-convene this annual conference exploring
the unique challenges and opportunities faced by small States in international law. The event
brings together experts to discuss pressing legal issues affecting small States across areas such
as climate change, trade, dispute resolution, and global governance. Details will be announced
soon.

We hope to see you soon at our forthcoming events or training courses, in person or online!

Stay tuned for our next newsletter, which will be out in October 2025.
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