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Professor Shaheen Ali is a lecturer in international law, human rights and Islamic law at Warwick University, and has previously taught at the University of Peshawar, Pakistan. She was a member of the British Council Task Force on Gender and Development and has served on the National Commission of Inquiry on Women, as well as on the Prime Minister's Consultative Committee on Women in Pakistan. Furthermore, she has worked in Pakistan as minister for health, population welfare and women’s development in the government of the North West Frontier Province, and chair of the National Commission on the Status of Women of Pakistan. She regularly acts as a consultant for a range of international bodies, including UNICEF.
Professor Mashood Baderin is currently professor of law at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). He has previously directed and taught in many law schools departments, including Brunel and Nottingham. He is a qualified barrister and solicitor of the Supreme Court of Nigeria and the founding co-editor of the Muslim World Journal of Human Rights. His areas of research include international law, international and comparative human rights law, and human rights and Islamic law, with particular interest in the interaction between these legal fields in Muslim states. He has been a consultant on human rights and Islamic law for governments and non-governmental organisations.

Professor William Ballantyne is a barrister at Serle Court. He is a leading expert on Arab laws and has acted as chairman, arbitrator, counsel and expert in international litigation and arbitration. Recent cases have involved the law of United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia and clients include various Arab states and multinational corporations. Professor Ballantyne graduated from Cambridge University and is a visiting professor in Arab comparative commercial law and arbitration at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS).

Mr Richard De Belder is a partner at international law firm Denton Wilde Sapte, specialising in international transactions that have a financial element across banking, project finance and corporate sectors. He has extensive experience in the Middle East and has acted there in a wide range of transactions includind Sukuk, National Bond in the UAE, Sharia compliant derivative instruments and many others.
William Blair is a leading QC specialising in the law of domestic and international banking and finance, including financial fraud and conflicts of law. His research interests include legal issues in the Islamic financial services industry. He is a visiting professor of law at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), and has worked with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). He is member of the Bank of England Task Force on Major Operational Disruption in the Financial System. 

Cherie Booth QC is a leading barrister specialising in public law, human rights, media and information law, employment law and European community law and is a founding member of Matrix Chambers. She studied law at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) and is a governor and honorary fellow of the school. Mrs Cherie Booth has appeared in a number of leading cases before both the House of Lords and the European Court of Justice.
Professor Christine Chinkin is professor of international law at the London School of Economics and Political Sciences (LSE). Her main research interests are in public international law, especially the law of treaties, and human rights, with emphasis on the protection of women's rights. Professor Chinkin has received various honours in recognition of her outstanding contribution to international law. She is on the board of editors for the American Journal of International Law and the advisory board of the European Journal of International Law. She is also a member of Matrix Chambers.
Professor H.H. Judge Eugene Cotran is chairman of the Centre Advisory Council of the Centre of Islamic and Middle Eastern Law and a professorial research associate at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). He studied international law at Cambridge University and joined SOAS in 1960, initially as a research officer in African law. His extensive publications resulted in him being awarded an LLD by the University of London in respect of his work on African law. He recently retired as one of Her Majesty's Circuit Judges in the UK.
Judge Awn Shawkat Al Khasawneh has been the Vice-President of the International Court of Justice since 2006 and a member of the ICJ since 2000. He is chair of the Islamic law and International law committee of the International Law Association. He studied history, law and international law at Queens’ College, University of Cambridge, and joined the Jordanian diplomatic service at the age of 25, representing his country in many senior positions. He became the advisor to the King of Jordan, adviser of the state on International law with the rank of Cabinet Minister, and later chief of the Royal Hashemite Court. He has also been a member of numerous international law bodies during his career and has lectured at various universities. 

Professor Robert McCorquodale is the head of the School of Law at the University of Nottingham and the incoming director of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law (BIICL). His primary research interest is in international human rights law. He has provided advice and training to governments, corporations and non-governmental organisations in both developed and developing countries. He was a fellow, lecturer and director of studies in law at St John's College, University of Cambridge, and later associate professor and head of school, at the Australian National University. 
Professor Ziba Mir-Hosseini is a legal anthropologist with interests in Islamic law, women’s rights and legal development. She is currently a visiting professor in the Hauser Global School Law Program at New York University (NYU), and research associate at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). Her books include Islam and Gender: The Religious Debate in Contemporary Iran. She co-produced the award-winning documentaries Divorce Iranian Style and Runaway.
Professor Tariq Ramadan is a professor of Islamic studies and currently a senior research fellow at St Antony's College, Oxford University, Doshisha University in Tokyo and at the Lohaki Foundation in London. He has studied in Geneva and Cairo, and has lectured throughout the world on the dialogue between cultures and civilizations. Through his writing and lectures he has contributed considerably to the debate on the Islamic revival in the Muslim world and among Muslims in the West. Time magazine named him one of the 100 most important innovators of the new century. Professor Tariq Ramadan is currently president of the European think tank: European Muslim Network (EMN) in Brussels.

Professor Javaid Rehman is currently the director of research at Brunel Law School in London, and a professor of international law. He has advised a number of governments and organisations on matters pertaining to human rights law and the terrorism arising in the Middle East and South Asia. His consultancies include the European Commission, the United Nations, the World Bank and the government of Pakistan. He is an internationally recognised expert on Islamic law, international human rights law and international terrorism. He is a member of the International Law Association (ILA) and the ILA Committee on Islamic Law and International Law.
Dr Niaz Shah is a lecturer at the Law School of the University of Hull and was a visiting fellow at the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law in Cambridge. His research interests are human rights law, international law, Islamic law and terrorism. He has worked for the United Nations in the department of Economic and Social Affairs and for the High Commissioner for Refugees in Islamabad, and has advised UNICEF on a number of projects dealing with the rights of women and children in Pakistan. He was called to the Bar and admitted as an Advocate of the High Court in Pakistan. 
Sir Michael Wood, KCMG, is a member of the board of trustees of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law (BIICL) and is a senior fellow of the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law in Cambridge. He was legal adviser to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office until 2006. He attended many decisive international conferences, including the Two-plus-Four negotiations on the German Unification and the Dayton and Rambouillet Conferences regarding the former Yugoslavia. His previous postings include working for the United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations in New York as Legal Counsellor, dealing primarily with Security Council matters. 
Amr Marar is a lawyer at international law firm Dechert LLP, which has a thriving practice in Islamic and OIC Jurisdiction Finance and Investment. Earlier this year, he was part of the team that advised Dresdner Kleinwort and HSBC Bank plc on a landmark US$1bn Islamic Sukuk Issuance Programme for Gulf Finance House in Bahrain. His publications include ‘Building Dual Financial Systems’, Islamic Banking and Finance (2006) and ‘Saudi Arabia: The duality of the legal system and the challenge of adapting law to market economies’ (2004, Arab Law Quarterly), written while researching his PhD on Saudi financial sector law reform at the Centre for Commercial Studies in Queen Mary College, University of London. He is a member of the London Forum for International Economic Law and Development.

