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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
Workshop on Some Comparative Themes between Iranian and European Legal Systems

Day 1: Privacy and the Law: Comparative Aspects

Day 2: Procedural Justice: Comparative Aspects 
Professor Eric Barendt is the Goodman Professor of Media Law at University College London and a leading international authority on media law and the freedom of speech. His research interests include libel law and the Internet, constitutional law, civil liberties and the impact of the Human Rights Act 1998 on media law. Before teaching at University College London, he was a Fellow and tutor at St. Catherine’s College, Oxford University from 1971 until 1990. His recent publications include the third edition of his authoritative book, ‘Freedom of Speech’ (OUP USA, April 2007), and he also co-authored ‘Media Law’ (Longman 2000). He is the General Editor of the Yearbook of Copyright and Media Law.
Professor Andrew Choo is a Professor of Law at the University of Warwick and his research interests include evidence and procedure, focusing particularly on criminal evidence. During his career, he has also lectured at the University of New South Wales in Australia, the University of Leicester and Brunel University. As well as teaching, he is also a barrister at Matrix Chambers, practising in the areas of crime, due process in criminal trials, and human rights law. He was called to the Bar and joined Matrix Chambers as an academic member in 2002. He has written extensively on the criminal justice system and his books include ‘Evidence’ (OUP, 2006). He is a member of the editorial board of the International Journal of Evidence and Proof.
Simon Davies is a leading worldwide expert and advocate on the issue of privacy, having worked extensively in more than 40 countries on issues ranging from national security, methods of policing and media privacy to government data systems, the impact of technology on society and the individual, identity systems, and Internet censorship. He is the founder and Director of Privacy International, a human rights group formed in 1990 as a watchdog on surveillance and privacy invasions by governments and corporations. He joined the Department of Information Systems at the London School of Economics in 1997 as a Visiting 

Fellow. He has advised a wide range of corporate, governmental and professional bodies, including UNESCO, the European Parliament, the British Medical Association, IBM, the RAND Corporation and the British government.
Dr. Reza Eslami is an assistant professor at the faculty of law of Shahid Beheshti University in Tehran. His areas of expertise include: International Human Rights Law, political rights, citizenship, education, women and minorities rights and peace-building. He has been a lecturer at the faculty of religion a Queen’s university Kingston in Ontario in Canada since 2002. He has published several articles and papers in books, magazines and academic journals in the field of human rights in particular civil and political rights.

Dr. Seyed Mohammad Ghari Fatemi is an associate professor of comparative law at the faculty of law of University of Shahid Beheshti (Tehran, Iran). He is also senior academic fellow at Al-Mahdi Institute for Islamic Studies in Birmingham. He has published various articles on human rights issues in different journals. 

Dr. Laya Joneydi is an associate professor at the Faculty of Law and Political Science of University of Tehran (Iran). She became a member of Central Bar Association of Iran in 1999 and has been a researcher at Comparative Law Institute of University of Tehran since 1995. Dr. Joneydi has written extensively on International Commercial Arbitration. 

Dr. Mohammad Habibi Mojandeh is an assistant professor of Law at Mofid University in Qom. He is member of the Board of referees of the International Conference on Human Rights and Dialogue among civilisations at Mofid University. His teaching includes Public International Law, Private International Law, Constitutional Law and Intellectual Property Law. He has extensive publications on the Human Rights field focusing particularly on the theoretical foundations of Human rights and the religious approach to human rights.

Professor Christine Piper is a Professor of Law at the University of Brunel. Her teaching and research interests include child and family law and policy, youth justice and sentencing. She is currently completing a book entitled ‘Investing in 
Children’ (Willan Publishing, 2008), which will review the factors contributing to the development of law and policy in relation to children. She is also co-producing a second edition of ‘Sentencing and Punishment’ (OUP, 2008). The most recent of her numerous publications include ‘Feminist Perspectives on Youth Justice’ in ‘Feminist Perspectives on Family Law’ (London: Cavendish, 2006). She is a member of the editorial board of the Child and Family Law Quarterly.
Dr. Mohammad Rasekh is an associate professor of public law and jurisprudence at the faculty of Law of University of Shahid Beheshti (Tehran, Iran). During his earlier career, he was legal adviser at the ministries of Industry, Culture and Oil in Iran. Also, he was lecturer at different academic institutions. Dr. Rasekh has published various books and articles. 

Dr. Ali Saffary is a professor at the Faculty of Law of University of Shahid Beheshti (Tehran, Iran). He has extensive publications in the criminal law field.

Judge Stefan Trechsel has been a member of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia since April 2006. During his early career, he acted as defence counsel, and occasionally as an ad hoc judge, before military tribunals. He became a member of the European Commission of Human Rights in 1975, then Vice-President in 1987 before becoming the President in 1995. He has acted as counsel in proceedings before the Swiss Federal Criminal Court and the International Court of Justice. He has also served as an Independent Expert of the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe on the issue of political prisoners in Armenia and Azerbaijan. His legislative experience includes work on committees concerned with Swiss law reform. He holds various academic positions at several universities in Europe and he is Professor of Criminal Law and Procedure at the University of Zurich. He has written extensively, with six books having been published and many articles appearing in law journals.
Professor Franz Van der Velden is a Professor of Law at the ‘Vrje Universiteit’ in Amsterdam. He has been Deputy Justice at the Court of Appeal at Den Bosh since 1996 and member of the board of the Netherlands association for international law since 2001. He was appointed legal counsel at the Ministry of Justice for private international law and nationality law and Netherlands representative at the Council of Europe working on nationality law. He is currently an independent legal adviser.

Dr. Mohammad Zarei is an assistant professor at the Faculty of Law of University of Shahid Beheshti (Tehran, Iran). His interest area includes public law, press law and Islamic law.
