Training Course on International Investment Agreements

Central and South America and the Caribbean

The Investment Treaty Forum at the British Institute of International and Comparative Law has taken part in a Training Course on International Investment Agreements, which took place over two sessions (28 June-6 July and 13-17 August 2007) in Santiago, Chile.

The organization of the training course was led by the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) in partnership with: (a) Centre for International Environmental Law (CIEL); (b) Advocates for International Development (A4ID); (c) Agua Sustentable; (d) United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLAC); (e) the Caribbean Forum for Democracy & Trade and (f) the Investment Treaty Forum (ITF).
The training course was geared specifically to Latin American countries and to their needs for further development in the field of international treaty law and arbitration. The course was divided in two components: investment treaty negotiations (28 June-6 July) and investment arbitration (13-17 August). The 35 participants in the training included government lawyers, policy officials and representatives of civil society organizations from 18 Latin American countries.
The training was carried out by several experts identified by the programme partners. Experts included academics, practitioners, government officials, UN officials and civil society representatives. Investment Treaty Forum’s Members, who took part in the training, included: Ignacio Suarez Anzorena (Clifford Chance), Stanimir Alexandrov (Sidley Austin), Domenico di Pietro (Studio Chiomenti), Luis Alberto Gonzalez Garcia (Mexico’s Ministry of Economy), Justin D’Agostino (Herbert Smith), Dr. Alejandro Escobar (Latham & Watkins), Prof. Loukas Mistelis (Queen Mary College), Howard Mann (IISD) and Dr. Federico Ortino (Director, Investment Treaty Forum).
The course was the pilot for a series of courses aimed at building capacity in developing countries in relation to international investment law and policy.
