
 

 
 

 
 

Call for Expression of Interest 

PhD or Post-doctoral researchers in social sciences and humanities from 

Mexico, Brazil and South Africa 

Newton International Fellowship 

 

Overview 

The British Institute of International and Comparative Law (BIICL), a registered charity and 
leading independent research organisation founded over 50 years ago: www.biicl.org. BIICL 
conducts research around the world across the broad range of public international law, private 
international law, comparative law and the rule of law.  Our research is primarily applied 
research, based on strong knowledge foundations. This enables our research to have practical 
consequences, establish influential recommendations for decision-makers, and have an impact 
on law and policy around the world.  

BIICL includes within it the innovative Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law. The Bingham Centre 
for the Rule of Law was launched in December 2010 to honour the work and career of Lord 
Bingham of Cornhill – a great judge and passionate advocate of the rule of law. The Centre is 
dedicated to the study, promotion and enhancement of the rule of law worldwide. It does this 
by defining the rule of law as a universal and practical concept, highlighting threats to the rule 
of law, conducting high quality research and training, and providing rule of law capacity-
building to enhance economic development, political stability and human dignity: 
www.binghamcentre.biicl.org 

Among other things, the Newton International Fellowships aims to support the development 
and training of postdoctoral researchers at an early stage of their career from any country 
outside the UK, by providing an opportunity to work at a UK research institution for two years.  

Newton Fellows will receive a stipend of GBP £24,000 a year for subsistence, plus up to £8,000 
for research expenses and up to £2,000 for relocation. Full details of the Fellowship can be 
found here.  

Expressions of Interest 

BIICL is keen to appoint a Newton International Fellow. BIICL or the Bingham Centre shall act 
as co-applicant or sponsor for the application process (see below). In the event the application 
is successful, we will host the researcher in London for up to two years  
 
Expressions of Interest from researchers in the social sciences and humanities are sought. 
Applicants should have expertise in one of the following areas, and their research proposal 
should have a substantial legal dimension: 
 

 The Judiciary (Judicial Appointments, Judicial Independence, Judicial Accountability, 
etc) 

http://www.biicl.org/
msg://bc8bab98-2436-490c-9b42-72eaded262fb/www.binghamcentre.biicl.org
http://www.newtonfellowships.org/media/1026/corrected-nif-2016-scheme-notes.pdf


 

 Corruption, Transparency and Impunity 
 Access to Justice  
 Freedom of Expression 
 Business and Human Rights 
 Human Rights 
 Migrant Rights 
 Citizen security  
 Violence, the Drug War, Organised Crime 

 
Other areas of social sciences and humanities may be considered, though preference will be 
given to the above areas given their overlaps with the expertise of the Bingham Centre.  
 

Specifications and candidate profile:  

 
 Applicants should be from Mexico, Brazil or South Africa 
 Applicants should have no more than 7 years active full time postdoctoral experience at 

the time of application, including teaching experience, time spent in industry, honorary 
positions and/or visiting researcher positions. Career breaks must be clearly detailed 
and explained in the application, for example “Start and end dates - career break – 
maternity/paternity leave”.  

 Applicants in the final stages of their PhD will be accepted provided that the PhD will be 
completed (including viva) before the start date of the Fellowship. Confirmation of 
award of the PhD will be required before any Fellowship award is confirmed. 

 Applicants should be working outside the UK and should not hold UK citizenship at the 
time of application. Individuals already living, working or researching in the UK are not 
eligible to apply. Individuals working outside the UK but employed by a UK organisation 
are also not eligible to apply.  

 Applicants must be competent in oral and written English.  
 Applications from individuals who have not studied or worked in the UK previously are 

encouraged as the scheme aims to establish new links between the applicant and the 
UK.  

 All applicants must be working and be based outside of the UK at the time of application. 
Applicants who completed their PhD at a UK organisation must have been working and 
based outside the UK for at least one year at the deadline for the application. 

 Applicants cannot conduct their research outside the UK but short fieldwork trips abroad 
may be possible where appropriate. Short fieldwork trips abroad must not normally total 
more than one month per annum. Please note that fieldwork is defined as “(practical) 
gathering of material or data specifically for the Newton International Fellowship 
project”.  

 Researchers applying from Brazil will need to hold a permanent position at a Brazilian 
institution to be considered under the Newton Fund. Other Brazilian applicants who do 
not fulfil this are still eligible to apply for the Newton International Fellowship but they 
will not be considered for Newton Fund supported Newton International Fellowships.  
 

 

Instructions for submitting an expression of interest to BIICL and the Bingham Centre 

Please submit a 1-page concept paper outlining your research proposal, a short CV (maximum 
3 pages), and 2 references to m.tromme@binghamcentre.biicl.org (with copy to jobs@biicl.org) 
by Sunday 28 February 2016 at the latest. The concept paper should: 
 

mailto:m.tromme@binghamcentre.biicl.org
mailto:jobs@biicl.org


 

 Specify the context and research objectives of the proposed study 
 Describe the methodology to be used 
 Outline the activities to be undertaken 
 Describe the planned outcomes, and benefits of the research to your country of origin 

and the UK 
 
CVs should indicate English language skills (eg, IELTS scores or in indication that a degree was 
awarded at a university where the language of instruction was English).  
 
Expressions of interest will be considered on a rolling basis, so early submissions are 
encouraged. Up to three people may be invited to submit a full application to BIICL and the 
Bingham Centre. One of those will be selected for preparation of a joint research proposal and 
submission as the BIICL or Bingham Centre applicant for a Newton Fellowship.   
 
Full applications to the Newton Fellowships will be submitted by 9 March 2016.  Successful 
applications will be notified in August 2016, and the start date will be between October 2016 
and March 2017. 
 
 


